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standards and guidelines in place. Perhaps reach- 
ing a standard before launching a product is the 
solution. But is it possible? 

As end users, we also need to be more discern- 
ing about what we buy, and think a lot before 
spending our hard-earned money on the latest 
gadgets—just because they showcase features that 
we've never even heard of! We also need to realise 
that the latest, is not always the best. 

Remember, if the buying stops, the manufac- 
turing will too! Bd 





robert smithQthinkdigit.com 
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SINGAPORE 
| Renuka Rane A global hub in Asia, Singapore is a kind of bellwether 
The top five for the introduction of new technology. It ranks first 
wired Wire: are the five most-wired nations in the in the Global IT Report 2004-2005. Also, in the 2004 e- 
: world today? We have shortlisted five coun- readiness rankings by the EIU, Singapore emerged as 
nations are tries that are leaders in the wired revolution, the top country for Asia-Pacific. The island nation is 
not just with soaring technological innovations and arapidly also the second most wired country in the world, 
about the multiplying Internet community. We considered vari- according to the 2004 Networked Readiness Index. 

À ous parameters to arrive at the select some. It is strategically location within ASEAN (Associ- 
highest We took into account the Information Society ation of Southeast Asian Nations), which represents 
number of Index (ISI) 2004—research firm IDC's annual survey, a combined market of more than 500 million 

which evaluates the information wealth of 53 coun- people. Singapore has the lowest rates of corruption 
PCs or tries around the world. It combines 15 variables in and is ideal to initiate e-commerce and Internet 
mobile four infrastructure pillars (computers, theInternet, marketing. Singapore is host to more than 6,000 
phones telecommunications and social factors)to calculate multi-national corporations; the high-tech and 
: and rank each nation’s ability to access and utilise financial services industries are lightly regulated, 
They also information and information technology. and telecom was privatised in 2000. 

have poli cy We also considered the annual ‘E-readiness’ Consider Singa- 
rankings for 2004 and 2005, prepared by the Econ- pore’s port: it has a 
support for omist Intelligence Unit (EIU) of The Economist and e | tere first-mover status 
digitisation IBM's Institute for Business Value. The 65 countries sag es * as the world's IT 
anda surveyed are assessed on their ability to promote : leader in seaport 
and support digital business and information and logistics. A world 
tech-savvy communications technology (ICT) services—a leader in broad- 
citizenry weighted collection of nearly 100 quantitative and ZEE END band rollout, there 
qualitative criteria. Ba Ga omine AE are thousands of 
However, keep in mind the estimates arrived at Area: 683 sq km jn broadband access 
by the surveys may vary. Also, the rankings accorded Internet penetration: 60.2 % (Sep 04) points across 

to the nations by research firms are very dynamic.  mmm——————X'.m; (he country. 
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DENMARK 
The erstwhile seat of Viking raiders, Denmark has 
evolved into a modern, prosperous nation with an 
advanced broadband infrastructure and one of the 
highest levels of broadband penetration in Europe. 
Denmark replaced Sweden as the information 
champion in the IDC Information Society Index (ISI) 
2004. It leads in the telecom variable—notably wireless 
subscribers, high user penetration and mobile Internet 
users. Almost 69 per cent of the Danish population 
accesses the Internet, with 84 per cent connecting from 
m [= home, 22 per cent of 


households using 
broadband while 
the total mobile 


SWEDEN 
Another Scandinavian nation, Sweden has one of the 
world's highest life expectancies and one of the lowest 
birth rates. It'S the most tech-savvy country in Europe 
according to a 2005 report by Jupiter Research, a US 
market analysis firm. Sweden was ranked as the third 
most e-ready nation by EIU (2005). 

The EIU named Sweden as best-in-class in key areas 
of connectivity—mobile penetration and Internet use, 
and a standard setter in e-government implementation. 
Sweden ranked second in the Information Society 
Index by IDC in 2004—with highest penetration of Inter- 
net access, highest usage of mobile phones, and a very 
high level of Internet and computer skills among busi- 
ness managers. For instance, it has the 


subscriber penetra- 
tion in Denmark 
reached 60 per cent. 

Denmark also 
ranked No. 1 in the 
EIU's 2005 e-readi- 
ness rankings, and 


highest business penetration rates for 
Microsoft Windows and Apple OS. 

The gadget loving populace doubles 
as an advanced testing ground for a 
range of mobile commerce applica- 
tions—even the Bluetooth technology 
was invented in Sweden. The country's 
WCDMA (Wideband Code Division Multi- 
ple Access) 3G mobile infrastructure 
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Capital: En AEA 

Population (millions): 5.4 

Area: 43,093 sq km 

Internet Penetration: 68.7 % (Mar 05) 
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Capital: Stockholm 

Population (millions): 9.04 

Area: 449,965 sq km 








be the best place in the world to conduct business over 
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the next five years. The government has promised 
to boost spending on R&D, and facilitate the creation 
of knowledge industry. 

According to the Computer Industry Almanac, 
Denmark is among the leading countries in computer 
and Internet penetration—as of 2004, there were 682 
surfers per 1,000 Denmark residents, compared to 649 
in Australia; 641 in Canada; 611 in Japan; 570 in the UK; 
and 628 in the US. 

Denmark has it all—highly developed infrastructure 
and institutions, a skilled labour force, low inflation 
rates, political and economic stability, and an interna- 
tionally plugged financial sector. 


CANADA 

Canada has one of the highest rates of Internet usage 
and broadband adoption in the world. It ranked fifth 
on IDC's Information Society Index (2004). Residential 
broadband access enjoyed continued growth in 2004 
as the increase in dial-up accounts slowed. 

Broadband deployment continues to progress 
under active government encouragement, with 85 per 
cent of Canadians now living in communities served 
by high-speed Internet access. 

The 2004/2005 Telecoms, Mobile and Broadband in 
Canada Report by BuddeComm indicates that almost 
43 per cent of Canadians use a wireless device. Canadi- 
ans are heavy Web users, with 90 per cent using e-mail 
weekly. Anti-spam/virus software company, Sophos, 
ranked Canada as the fourth highest spamming nation 
in November 2004 with 5.7 per cent of all spam in the 
world originating from Canada. 

The Canadian Soe launched an anti-spam 

Y ! action plan in 
2004. The Cana- 
dian Internet 
Registration 
Authority  oper- 
ates the dot-ca 
Internet country 
code Top Level 
Domain—there 
are more than 
530,000 Ca 
domain names. 





Capital: Ottawa 

Population (millions): 32.5 

Area: 9,976,137 sq km 

Internet penetration: 63.8 % (Dec 03) 
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covers over 70 percent of the population, 
state wireless consultants Northstream. 

Incidentally, Sweden is the only 
country in the world to have more mobile phones than 
inhabitants—thanks to lower calling costs than any 
other European nation! 


(Feb 05) 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
The US ranked third on the Information Society Index 
by IDC (2004), and ranked second on e-readiness (EIU 
2005). This land of silicon chip innovators and manu- 
facturers scored highest for PCs per household and 
software spending, steadfast in its position as the 
world’s largest consumer of computer products and 
services. The US also ranked higher because of secure 
Internet server penetration, overall spending on IT 
and growth in broadband adoption. 

The US remains the world’s leading broadband 
user with nearly 31.7 million lines in the third quar- 
ter of 2004. The number of broadband users increased 
36 per cent in 2004, accounting for 55 per cent of the 
total at-home users by the end of 2004, akik to 
a survey by Nielsen/NetRatings. 

In fact, nearly three out of 
four US households with a phone 
line have access to the Internet, 
states the February 2004 
Nielsen/NetRatings survey. 

According to Sophos, the US 





Internet penetration: 73.6 96 








continues to lead the world in 
originating spam attacks; 
accounting for over two out of 
every five (42.1 per cent) spam e- 
mails sent throughout the world. 

According to research group Point Topic, the total 
number of US DSL (digital subscriber line) subscribers 
is growing, but still lags behind the country's 19 
million-plus cable modem subscribers. 

In July 2004, residential broadband connections 
in the country overtook the use of slower, dial-up 
connections for the first time. Almost one-third of 
the wireless services budget in the US is now dedi- 
cated to data. The vast majority (91 per cent) of US 
firms use wireless data. Bd 

renuka_rane@thinkdigit.com 


TOW EAE AAR D.C. 
Population (million): 296 
Area: 9,629,047 sq km 
Internet penetration: 67.8% (Feb 05) 





“the world is changing faster 
than many of us would imagine." 


b... 
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slow to adapt to the new trends in 
communications technology. 

Not for long, though—passing through Denver 
airport on a recent trip to the US, I was amazed to 
see that almost all boarding gates have now 
become wireless ‘hot spots’. Take out your 
computer, click your browser and you are on the 
Web faster than you can say ‘PDA’! 

With the number of hot spots expected to soar 
from a few hundred in 2003 to over a hundred 
thousand by the end of the decade, and cellular 
providers such as Sprint and Verizon boosting the 
capabilities of their wide area networks to 
facilitate high speed data transfer, the world is 
changing faster than many of us would imagine. 

Picture three scenarios so eloquently described 
in Hemispheres Magazine and you will get the 
message: Wireless Point of Sale devices are 
beginning to augment, and in some cases replace, 
the traditional billing stations at major retailers 
such as Home Depot, Sears and K-Mart, with 
agents walking up customer checkout lines armed 
with handheld PCs and order scanners—a process 
that is being referred to as line busting. Barton 
Marlow, a Michigan construction firm, is setting 
up wireless networks at all its construction sites to 
help engineers, financial analysts and other site 
and corporate office employees share architectural 
blueprints, project plans, spreadsheets and e-mails 
to speed up the construction process. And the 
third, Studio Pipelines of America, a Vancouver 
television production company, has given PDAs to 
all studio hands, producers and even actors on 
production sets, and connected them to a wireless 
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network to enable set planning and even script 
updating to be done ‘on the fly’. 








“suffer from the dizzying disorientation 
aused by the premature arrival of the 
future,” and it is not surprising to find that the 
rapid changes that technology is causing in many 
lifestyles and workplaces often happens at a pace 
that staggers even the most techno-savvy of 
communities and even countries. 

Nothing epitomises this more than the 
telecommunications industry in India. In a land 
where a famous Harvard professor once said “half 
the population was waiting for a telephone while 
the other half was waiting for a dial tone”, it is 
amusing, though not surprising, to find not just 
educated professionals but even farmers and 
milkmen making effective—and sometimes 
innovative—use of the mobile phone. 

In fact, a few years ago, it seemed that the 
wireless revolution would catapult Asia ahead 
of the long-developed nations of the USA and 
the UK, where the traditional population were 


A Ivin Toffler once talked about people who 


What has been the sequence of events leading 
up to this movement of wireless technologies into 
the mainstream of business? The ill-fated Apple 
Newton, introduced in 1993, was probably the first 
attempt in this area, but it was the introduction of 
the Palm Pilot three years later that really set off 
the revolution in handheld computing. 

And now, notebook computers with Intel's 
Centrino technology come with inbuilt wireless 
capabilities; PDAs provide wireless connectivity 
through national and international carriers; 
smartphones and pocket PCs are beginning to 
merge in terms of features and functionalities; and 
tight integration between computing and 
communications is enabling seamless handling of 
voice, data e-mail and text messages, with 
multimedia messaging services now being 
provided as well. 

The ubiquitous Bluetooth will soon make 
seamless and cordless communication between 
smart devices a feature of all working 
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environments. Public WiFi systems are becoming 
the order of the day, with more and more people 
slipping in a wireless LAN card in their computer 
and connecting at airports, bookstores and coffee 
shops. Airlines such as Lufthansa and SAS have 
introduced the service on their flights, and SBC 
plans to make countrywide access points a reality, 
starting with 13 states in the US. 

The proliferation is being helped by the 
substantial reductions in costs with routers, access 
points, LAN cards, and other devices all witnessing 
dropping prices, and the cost of setting up and 
moving wireless networks now becoming a 
fraction of that associated with wired Ethernet. As 
the 802.11b standard yields to the more advanced 
standards with higher bandwidths and higher 
ranges, more advanced applications, such as video, 
will be enabled. The only concern that remains is 
one of security against hackers, but newer third- 
party software will result in industry-strength 
features in this area as well. 

The concept of ubiquitous computing that 
makes wireless so attractive is also being extended 
to Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) technologies, 
wireless cash registers, and Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) systems. Logistics firms 
running delivery operations across vast 
geographies are able to schedule and service 





my American neighbour witnessing this wireless 
transaction happening across thousands of miles. 

This technology transformation is not just 
restricted to the telecommunications arena—in 
field after field, from information to education to 
entertainment, the rapid proliferation of 
technology is enabling animated movies to be 
produced in just months instead of years. It is 
enabling educators to move from chalk and talk. 
From teachers to facilitators of computers and 
Internetenabled learning, it is happening and 
spawning a new set of cartoons such as the recent 
one with the smug face of an American kid saying, 
“Thank God I’ve found a way to outsource my 
homework to India”. 

On a more serious note, though, the great 
Indian Software Industry, which has found the 
magic mantra of low cost and high quality to move 
huge quanta of IT and Business Process work to 
Indian centres, are themselves preparing for a new 
paradigm, when programs will be generated by 
technology rather than human programmers, and 
many professionals would have to learn new tricks 
to continue to be ahead of the world. 

What does this mean for the Indian software 
industry? A generation of programmers for 
whom artistry in Java has been the path to the 
holy grail of dollar salaries will have to retool 


“The concept of ubiquitous computing that makes 
wireless so attractive is also being extended to GPS 
technologies, wireless cash registers, and RFID systems” 
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customer needs better and faster using GPS, while 
retailers and manufacturers can track supplies 
and inventory across the supply chain using RFID. 

The day is not far when all these facilities will 
get fully integrated, and the science fiction dream 
of locating a restaurant, making a reservation, 
finding the lowest prices and paying without cash 
are all available to completely transform the day to 
day processes of working and living. 

I remember writing in a column a couple of 
years ago about the modern man in a smart world 
leaving his office in a car that receives a message 
from the fridge at home that there is no milk and 
routing its journey via the grocer’s store, where 
the order has already been placed and is ready for 
pickup. All that and more is waiting to happen in 
the very near future. 

Will the wireless revolution transform this 
country soon? Of course it will, as some industry 
leaders such as RPG Retail, Hindustan 
Construction, Star TV, etc, begin to emulate the 
global best-in-class, and of course, use the 
software that would inevitably have been 
developed by Indian software companies. 

If there is one area where Indians are already 
ahead of their US corporate brethren, it is SMS. 
Sitting in a plane at Newark airport in New Jersey 
one morning and busy sending and receiving 
messages to and from my office in Pune, it was 
wonderful to watch the amazement on the face of 


themselves to become true  architects—a 
challenge akin to the humble bricklayer or 
plumber or mason who suddenly takes on the 
role of an architect. This will cause a true 
paradigm shift, where analysis of business 
problems and creation of efficient designs will 
enable automated code factories to be set up even 
in expensive countries, thereby bringing the 
entire Indian success model of large campuses in 
low-cost economies into question. 

Is that, then, the end of the dream promised 
by even the finance minster P Chidambaram in 
his Budget speech, where he promised the 
creation of over 70 lakh jobs in the IT sector by 
the end of the decade? 

Not really, because there is enough innovation 
in the Indian industry and India’s youth to seek 
new opportunities to demonstrate the strength 
and quality of Indian initiative and intelligence. 

In sector after sector, city after city and 
generation after generation, we have seized 
opportunities that have come our way and 
will continue to do so. It will definitely 
need a strong partnership between the 
industry, the academic institutions and all 
the State and Central governments to 
identify opportunities early and capitalise 
on them, and our technology-friendly youth 
wil have enough openings to build their 
own new global dreams. m 
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SlyControl card by plugging the IR photo enable WinLIRC server emula- 
; module to the line-in jack. tion in case you have 
brings the e comfort and conven- Here, we will only talk about programmes such as ProgDVB, 
comfort ience offered by the using SlyControl in conjunction BSPlayer and LightAlloy. These 
and Windows XP Media with your TV tuner's remote— programmes are supported 
: Center PC is worth drool- whatever brand you may have, by WinLIRC, and can be 
convenience ing over—all you need is the SlyControl will probably work supported in SlyControl if you 

offered by remote, and you can do almost with it. The software costs $26.89 use WinLIRC emulation. 

i whatever you want! (approximately Rs 1,170). 
the Media A remote is a good thing. And Now, let's configure your 
Center PC if the Media Center PC is not When you start "> sound card mixer. You 
to your something you're keen on TH SlyControl, the configu- nali can setup the sound to 
buying, there'san alternative way ration window opens. automatically un-mute 
computer to control PC applications using a Here, you are presented 
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7 Precessing script... 
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remote—your TV tuner's remote 
control, to be precise. 

You can get the SlyDiman's 
SlyControl software at http:// 
snipurl.com/ez29. It allows you 
to run and remotely control any 
Windows application, such as 
Winamp, PVR software, FM 
Radio, Windows Media Player, 
and much more. 

You can also remotely log off, 
reboot or shutdown the system. 
SlyControl achieves this by using 
the remote from a TV tuner card 
package, or through other 
devices such as joysticks. 

SlyControl supports several 
devices including IR remote 
controls of TV tuners using the 
BT8x8 and Philips chips, the 
Creative Live! Drive, the ATi 
Remote Wonder, the Generic 
DCD (LIRC) and Serial 


(UIR/Irman) devices, WinLIRC, 
ulICE, and also through a sound 


UR EE LOEO ES Enn p 


with a multitude of remote 

control plugins to choose from. 
Select the appropriate plugin 

that corresponds to the TV 





Choose the right corresponding 
remote control plugin 


remote installed on your system. 
If you click the 'Setup' button at 
the top of this window, you can 
view the remote control button 
assignments. Click ‘Apply’. 


In this step, you can 
a enable WinLIRC server 
emulation by simply 


clicking ‘Apply’. 


Also, you might want to 


SlyControl configuration wizard (page 2 of 6) 


[ Enable WANLIRC server emulation (WLiscStv plugin 


SIyControl configuration wizard (page 3 of 6) 


IF pou heave a luna À E necessary ka 
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unen. 

It wall alios In automatically unmute 

pound ak chert of TV 7 RADIO program 

and nb: sound al ib: closing. 
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Set default action for ‘Mute’ function 


at the start of a TV or radio 
programme, and mute 
when it’s over (applicable 
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only if you are using a TV 
tuner remote control, and 
not the other devices that 
we have mentioned). 

Click the ‘Mute Tuner’ 
and then the ‘Unmute 
Tuner’ buttons in order to 
adjust these settings. Click 
‘Apply’ to proceed. 


Don’t forget enable WI AC in the controlled 
program and 10 adjust names of buttons. 

Do rot enable WLieeSrv plugin 
zimukenecuzly with WinLIRIC plugn a if you 
use WinLIR C program 
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Enable WinLIRC server emulation 





[A Run this wizard at startup 








SlyControl up and running 
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Didn't like SlyControl or want to try something different? Well, there are more 
options available for you. Here's a list of software that are similar to SlyControl. 

ulCE: Available from www.mediatexx.com, this software is in every respect as good 
as SlyControl except that it supports fewer devices. The control provided by ulCE is 
very good, and its interface and OSD (on screen display) are much better 
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You can 
use your 
favourite 
application 
for playing 
audio, 
video, 

TV and 

FM radio 


than SlyControl. 


ARC2000: It is an Advanced Remote Controller with a Scheduler and HTTP Server 
for your computer. It can be configured with plugins and remote modules. It has a 
very small skinnable interface and can be minimised to the system tray. A free- 
ware, it can be downloaded from http://snipurl.com/ez34. 

Girder: Girder is a very good software that lets you control and automate your 
computer. Girder opens up almost unlimited possibilities, from home theatre 
automation, PC-based media player, business applications, and IT functions to 
home applications. There are hundreds of plugins available for Girder. Girder is 
available for $19.99 (around Rs 867) at www.promixis.com. 


This step allows you to 
select the various appli- 
cation plugins depend- 
ing on the kind of appli- 
cations you wish to control 
using SlyControl. 

When $SlyControl starts, 
only these application plugins 
will load, and the correspon- 
ding applications will be avail- 
able for control. Click 'Apply' to 
go to the next step. 





Ki 


SIyContral configuration wizard (page 4 af 6) 





Select the existing scripts for applica- 


tion control 
TE 
na wish to use for playing 
audio, video, TV and FM 
radio. You can choose only one 
application for each of these. 
Click ‘Apply’. 


At this point, you choose 
the applications you 
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You can select your favourite 
multimedia application 








This is the last step—you 
can configure miscella- 
neous options such as 
enabling Test-To-Speech 
(TTS), disabling the SlyControl 
icon in the system tray, and 
using ZSoft Lupa for the 
Zoom/Fullscreen button. 

This button is equivalent to 
the magnify feature in 
Windows’ Accessibility menu. 
Click ‘Apply’ to finish the config- 
uration, and start using 
SlyControl! 
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You may configure some more options 








To learn about the keys used 
to launch the various applica- 
tions, refer to the help provided 
with  SlyControl. There is 
another way to find out: after 
SlyControl is up and running, 
click the ‘Script’ tab, and click 
the tab of the particular applica- 
tion, the controls of which you 
want to learn. 
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View the remote control buttons used in 
each application 


SlyControl plugins are 
frequently updated, and hence 
there is a great chance that you 
may find new plugins that 
support your model of the TV 
tuner remote. Bd 

jayesh_limaye@thinkdigit.com 
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Turn On The Volume! 


Good acoustics make for a good aural experience. 
Speaker placement also plays a big part. Read on 
to learn more... "3 
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We show 
you how to 
set up your 
speakers 
the easy 
Way 
without 
breaking 
your head 


PN 


Bhaskar Banik 





fter having read the 

Digit May 2005 speaker 

comparison test, you 

must be eager to get 
your hands on a good set of 
speakers. Irrespective of what 
you desire, it is imperative that 
you install the speakers right. 
Why? Because even if you get the 
best set of speakers, and play a 
song or a film on your PC, it 
won't sound right if the speakers 
are not placed properly. Read on, 
and we will help you place your 
speakers right. 


The Surroundings 
The acoustics of the room in 
which you intend to keep the 
speakers are important. Even if 
you get high-end speakers, if 
the acoustics of the room are 
not up to the mark, your 
investment is likely to suffer. 
Curtains, carpets, wood 
and/or metal furniture, all 
ultimately add to the room's 
acoustics. So, before you actually 
get down to screwing the 
satellites to the wall, check 
thoroughly at different angles. 
Of course, not all of us are 
audiophiles or movie freaks, but 
a slight exercise in installing the 
speakers will go a long way in 
getting a good aural experience. 
One aspect is the angles at 
which you set the speakers. 
Depending on the dimensions of 











An ideal placement of speakers in a room 





your room, you should try and 
stay close to the defined angles. 
This should be taken as a rule of 
thumb for users with a 5.1 setup. 


Connect Right 

Once the new speakers arrive, 
the first thing you must do is 
connect them properly to the 
sound card. Most new 
motherboards have support for 
5.1 speakers, and connecting 
them to the integrated sound 
card can be done in a jiffy. This is 
easy if the cables are colour- 
coded. However, if they are not, 
you will need some time to get 
the configuration right. 











A. Colour-coded integrated audio 
jacks on the back panel of the PC 
li 


First, let's take a look at the 
back panel connectors of the 
PC. You will see three distinct 
colour-coded audio jacks— 
green, blue and pink. The 
audio jacks have two roles. 

In the general onfiguration, 
a green jack is meant to be the 
audio line-out, perfect to 
connect a stereo or a 2.1 set of 
speakers (most 2.1 speakers 
don't come with a separate sub- 
woofer connector). The blue 
audio jack acts as the line-in, 
and is used to connect devices 
such as a walkman to the PC for 
recording from the walkman. 

The pink one serves as a 
microphone jack. This is the 
general configuration (image 
A). While the placement of 
audio jacks may differ amongst 
motherboards, their colours 
essentially denote the same 
functions as mentioned above. 


Remember to switch off the 
PC first, and then connect the 
speaker wires. You may 
invariably disturb or unplug any 
other cable when you are 
fiddling on the back panel of a 
powered on computer. If the 
power cord gets unplugged, you 
could end up losing a lot of data. 

The speakers we used for 
this workshop had colour-coded 
audio connectors at both ends 
which let us easily plug in the 
cables to the audio jacks on the 
back panel of the connector. 

For a 5.1 setup on an 
integrated sound card, here's 
what you should do: 








B. Inserting the front speakers 
connectors to the back panel of PC 








C. Inserting rear speakers connectors 
pU 


The green or front channel 
speakers go into the green jack 
(image B). The rear speaker 
connectors go into the line-in or 
the blue jack on the back panel 
of the computer (image C). 
Finally, the subwoofer connector 
goes into the microphone or the 
pink jack on the back panel of 
the computer (image D). 

The final assembly of speaker 
cables on the back panel of the 
computer is shown in image E. 
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Configuring 
sound card 


drivers is 
important 
when 
setting 

up the 
speakers 









D. Inserting the subwoofer speaker 
connector to the back panel of the PC 
EE 


Once this is done, connect 
the other colour-coded audio 
cables to the back of the 
subwoofer (image F). Since the 
jacks are labelled, you are spared 
the guessing game! 












E. The final assembly on the back 
panel of the computer 





Once the speaker cables are 
connected to the back panel of 
the computer, we can 
concentrate on the speaker 
itself. For most part, we shall 
deal with the subwoofer. 





= = EE. 
F. Connected audio cables on the 
back panel of the subwoofer 
p——— HÓá————— 
All multimedia PC speaker 
satellites connect to the 
subwoofer by means of a 
connecting wire. These wires may 
or may not be colour-coded and 
labelled. Generally, they are not, 
but if they are then it is definitely 
a plus for easy installation of 











G. Connecting the satellites 
p ———''ÁÁ—— ÁÁáQa 


speakers. The image G depicts 
connecting a single satellite 
connector to the subwoofer. 

The final assembly of cables 
on the back of the subwoofer is 
shown in image H. 

This completes the hardware 
connections part for speakers. 
Next, we move into the driver 
configuration for speakers. 








H. The final Subwoofer assembly 
poc—— A — n À— UAR 


The Driver Deal 

After connecting the speakers, 
it's time to configure the 
drivers. For most motherboards, 
integrated sound solutions are 
based on the Realtek AC6XX 
chips. High-end motherboards 
have ALC8XX chips. 

However, some 
motherboards such as the Asus 
A7NS8XE-Deluxe are based on the 
Nforce 2 chipset, which uses the 
extremely good SoundStorm 
audio solution. Newer 
motherboards such as the MSI 
PAN Diamond SLI have the 
Creative Live! 24-bit chip as the 
on-board audio solution. 

Since Realtek is the generic 
chip that most motherboards 
have, we will stick to that. You 


can access the driver 
configuration panel by either 
going to Start » All Programs, 
and locating the name of the 
program, which could either be 
Realtek or Soundmax, and 
clicking the Control Panel. 

Alternatively, double-click the 
System Tray icon at the bottom 
of the screen for opening the 
driver configuration panel. 

Once you have opened the 
driver configuration panel, you 
will see that the default option 
is chosen as 'stereo speakers'. 
So we will have to change the 
default option to ‘5.1 speakers’. 

With that done, we need to 
test if each channel is properly 
configured. Press the “Test’ 
button at the bottom of the 
configuration panel, and choose 
the default settings. 
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souup MAX | 
J. Click the *Play Test Noise' button 


Now, click the ‘Play Test 
Noise’ button. This will play 
the noise from each of the 
speakers including the sub- 
woofer. If everything sounds as 
it should then you are done. 
The next step would be to put 
up your feet and relax! bd 
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Also Available 
INTEX GOLD PC and 
INTEX SILVER PC 


Now your eyes can see more. 
T Your mind can do more. 
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Laptop Maintenance Tips 


A little care in maintenance will go 
a long way in increasing your 
laptop’s life 
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The bane 
of most 
laptop 
users is the 
lack of 
really long 
battery 

life 


e 


Varun Dubey 





aptops are expensive 

gadgets made for 

mobility. Generally, they 

are not very tough, and 
are not known to take too well 
to being mishandled . 

If you do end up messing 
your laptop, even the smallest 
of repairs will set you back 
by thousands of rupees. Read 
on to learn how to care for 
your laptop. 

We have also included some 
important pointers you need to 
stick to before, during and 
after using your laptop. 


Clean It Right 

Since your laptop is such an 
expensive gadget (falling prices 
notwithstanding), be extremely 
careful while cleaning the 
screen. Make sure the cloth 

is very soft, and has no 
imprints or monograms 

on it, as these may scratch 

the screen. 

Also ensure that the cloth is 
lint-free, else it will leave fibres 
on the screen, and make the 
display unclear. Make sure you 
don't spray any cleaner directly 
on the screen. Instead, spray 
onto the cleaning cloth, and 
allow the cloth to capture the 
dirt and contaminants. 


Choosing The Spray 

The screen is the most 
expensive component of your 
laptop. Adequate care must be 
taken while choosing the 
cleaning spray. Harsh sprays 
could turn the screen yellow, 
and may even cause cracking. 
Use plain water or vinegar to 
clean the screen. 


Placing The Laptop 
Hard drives work on the 
property of magnetic flux, so 
any electrical field may 
damage the hard disk and the 


data on it. Make sure your 
laptop is at least 13 cm away 
from any electrical appliance 
that generates a strong 
magnetic field—such as a 
microwave oven. 


Give It A Breather 

If you have just shut down your 
laptop, give it 30 seconds 
before you start it up again. 
This ensures that the hard 
drive has spun down, and is not 
subjected to sudden switching 
on and off. 


Data Backup 

Always back up your data. 
Laptops are mobile devices, 
and are susceptible to 
breakage. Also, it's possible 
that the hard disk simply 
crashes. Remember, you can 
never back up too frequently. 


Laptop Battery Care 
The bane of most laptop 
users is the lack of a really 
long battery life. There are 
three main types of laptop 
batteries: 

D] Nickel-Cadmium (Ni-Cd) 
D] Nickel Metal Hydride 
(Ni-MH) 

D] Lithium Ion (Li-ion). 


Nickel-Cadmium 

This type of battery must be 
fully discharged and then 
fully recharged every few 








weeks. If you don’t do this, it 
will quickly lose battery life 
due to what is known as the 
‘memory effect’. 

The memory effect means if 
you don’t follow the above 
procedure, your battery will 
only charge up to the 
percentage of the last charge. 
For instance, if you discharge it 
to 30 per cent, it will only 
charge up the remaining 
70 per cent. 

Do this repeatedly, and the 
30 per cent will become 
unusable, giving you an 
effective 70 per cent charge 
even though the indicator will 
still show a 100 per cent charge 
each time you charge it. 


Nickel Metal Hydride 
Ni-MH batteries are similar to 
Ni-Cd batteries, although they 
are less susceptible to the 
memory effect. They also have 
a higher capacity. 


Lithium lon 

These are the latest type of 
batteries, and have no real 
problems as far as the memory 
effect is concerned. 

The problem with these is 
that they lose their 
effectiveness if overcharged or 
left for a long time with a full 
charge. Always discharge these 
batteries if you're going to be 
storing them away. 
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A hard 
reboot 
should only 
be used as 
a last 
resort 
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Keep Your Battery 
Healthy 


[^] Before the first use, charge 
the batteries for 12 hours or 
the minimum charge time, as 
mentioned in the manual. 

D] For daily use, charge the 
battery to capacity, then run 
the laptop on battery power 
until it is completely drained 
(for Ni-Cd or Ni-MH batteries, 
this prevents the memory 
effect) or almost drained. (For 
Li-ion batteries, this can help 
prevent overcharging). 

Db] Don't leave your battery 
unused for long periods of 
time. Even if you use AC power 
most of the time, use the 
battery regularly to keep it in 
good condition. Switch off 
your AC adapter when the 
laptop is not in use. This 
prevents overcharging. 

To extend battery life, 
you can try decreasing the 
LCD brightness while 
using your notebook. You 
can activate the ‘Standby’ 
and ‘Hibernation’ power- 
saving modes, too, for 
better battery life. 


Battery Storage 

[^] If you do not use your 
laptop for extended periods 
of time—a week or more— 
remove the battery pack 
from the laptop, but only 
after discharging it fully. 

D] The batteries should be 
stored in a cool dry place, 
removed from heat, 
humidity and dust as well 
as metal objects. 





Use A Laptop Case 
It is advisable to spend a couple 
of thousand rupees and get a 
sturdy carry-case for your laptop. 
The case should ideally be 
hard from the outside and soft 
on the inside, while being a 
comfortable fit. It should be able 
to absorb shocks and carry your 
laptop accessories. 


Keep Eatables Away 


Obviously, no eating and drink- 


ing near or around your laptop. 


The least bit of water could 
short-circuit some sensitive 
laptop circuits, and render 
it useless. 


No Hard Booting 
You may sometimes be tempted 
to turn your laptop off by 

















simply holding down the power 
button until it powers down. 
Although quick, this method is 
harmful to the laptop and 
could cause data loss. 

A hard reboot should only 
be used as a last resort. 
Sometimes this is inevitable, 





for instance, when Windows 
hangs. But this should not be a 
regular practice. 


General Tips 
Shortcuts To Success 
Create shortcuts to your 

most commonly used applica- 
tions, folders and files on the 
desktop. This way, you can access 
them quickly. If you like your 
desktop clutter-free, you can also 
create custom toolbars in 
Windows XP. 

To do this, right-click on 
the Windows taskbar, go to 
‘Toolbars’ and click ‘New 
Toolbar’. Next, choose the drive 
or folder you want to access 
using the toolbar. You can create 
different toolbars for different 
drives and folders. 

This is expecially useful for 
sales executives who want easy 


access to presentations, proposals 
and other information they use 
on a day-to-day basis. 


Clean Up The Junk 

Uninstall applications you 
don’t use. Apart from saving 
on disk space, you'll also 
prevent your notebook from 
slowing down. 

Be resourceful—keep backups 
of the OS, drivers and commonly 
used applications on a secondary 
partition so you can do some re- 
installing on your own if you face 
any issues when travelling. Carry 
driver CDs and recovery disks. 


Laptop Security 

Don’t Be A Jerk 

Don’t subject your laptop to 
jerks and shocks. This will help 
avoid damage to your hard drive. 
Preferably, power the notebook 
off before moving it from 
one place to another. 





Dusty Notebooks Don’t 
Impress 

Protect your laptop from 
dust. Ensure vents are clean 
to enable good air flow. 





Drinks And Laptops A 
No-No 

Don’t place any containers 
filled with beverages (hot or 
cold) near your notebook, 
to prevent accidental spills. 





Power Saving Tips 
Let Power Be Managed 
By The Pros 
Set the device to switch 
off the LCD screen, and 
hard drive after fixed intervals 
of time. 








Disconnect 

External peripherals and 
accessories such as external opti- 
cal drives, PC cards and USB 
keyboard lights draw power from 
the notebook. Disconnect such 
devices when not in use. 





Suspend Your Notebook 

Booting the notebook 
when it is not connected to a 
power source draws a lot of 
power from the battery. 

Instead of shutting down 
your laptop in the middle of a 
meeting, choose the 'Suspend' 
mode if you wish to use it 
again after just a short interval. 
This will save battery and help 
you restart your work faster. Bd 

varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 





Do It All With 
Laser MFDs 


Save costs and work faster with all-in-one laser-based MFDs 
that can print, copy, scan and fax 
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ost workgroups and 
departments 
consisting of 25 
people or thereabouts 
generally use a laser-based MFD 
solution. This is not only 
because a laser-based MFD is far 
cheaper courtesy the laser 
printing functionality, but it's 
also faster. And that leads to 
improved productivity. 

Some models of laser-based 
MFDs have special features that 
remain largely unused, since 
most users are unaware of them. 
Here's looking at some of these 
features to help you get the most 
out of your MFD. 


Copying 

The copy button is one of the 
most-used buttons on the MFD. 
Generally, copying is done at 
default or preset settings. 
However, in some models, you 
can tweak this. Here's a small 
list of such tweaks. 


Autofit Copying 

This is a copying mode that 
works when you manually place 
the document on the glass and 
not on the Automatic Document 
Feeder (ADF). Next, you can 
press the 'Special' button on 

the MFD and then, using the 
‘Scroll’ button, locate the 
‘Autofit’ option. 

Pressing ‘Enter’ will save the 
selection, and you can start the 
copying process. This is 
especially useful in scenarios 
where you need to spread a 
small amount of data over a 
page. This gives the page a 
professional appeal. 


Clone Copying 

Clone Copying is another 
technique that spreads a small 
amount of data over the whole 
page, and instead of just 
spreading the data, it creates 


PRINT. 


With any laser printer. 


identical copies of the data on 
the same page. For instance, if 
you want four copies ofa 
receipt—by using the Clone Copy 
option, you can fit this on one 
page, and cut the page to get the 
four copies. 

Again, this mode works only 
when you manually place the 
document on the glass, and not 
in the ADF. You can do so in the 
Same manner as mentioned 
above in Autofit copying, but 
instead of looking for ‘Autofit’ 
when you access the menu, 
choose the ‘Clone’ option. 


Collation Copying 
Collation Copying is an 
extremely useful feature. In this 
process, you can get a set of 
documents collated and sorted 
automatically as per your needs. 





Control panel of a laser-based MFD 





For instance, if you want to 
copy a five-page document, sort 
the pages in a manner in which 
they have to be copied, place 
them in the ADF, and then press 
the ‘Special’ button. Next, access 
the menu, go to the ‘Collation’ 
option. Then press ‘Enter’ to 
choose that menu, and start the 
copying process to get accurately 
sorted sets of the number of 
copies you had specified. 


Two-Sided Copying 

This option is present on some 
MEDs. It’s useful for copying 
information from smaller sheets 


of paper and showing them on 
the same page. 

Consider business cards that 
have printed data on both sides. 
A card can be kept on the glass 
document scanner, and both 
sides of the card can be copied 
onto a single sheet of paper on 
one side. 

In order to get to this menu, 
follow the same path as given 
above for ‘Autofit Copying’. All 
you need to do is look for the ‘2- 
Side’ option in the menu. Then 
press ‘Enter’ and start copying. 


2-Up Or 4-Up Copying 
This is another useful mode, if 
you want to compare two 
documents, or want a copy of 
two different documents on the 
Same page. You can also choose 
to have four documents fitted 
onto a single sheet of A4-sized 
paper—good enough for 
comparing four documents on a 
single sheet. 

There will be a reduction in 
the size of the printed text when 
you choose this mode. This mode 
can only be accessed when 
you are manually copying 
documents, and not using 
the ADF. 


Poster Copying 

This is a special mode that lets 
you expand a single document to 
a poster. Poster copying is only 
possible when you are manually 
copying a document. It’s a good 
technique for blowing up a 
single image on one page to 
multiple pages. Choose the 
‘Poster’ option from the menu 
and start copying. 


Faxing 
Faxing is available on most laser- 
based MFD models. Generally, 
you can use the MFD to receive 
faxes using the preset settings. 
However, if you are worried 
about confidential faxes falling 
into wrong hands, you can 
configure the MED to not 
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provide a printout for the faxes. 
This is called the secure 
receiving mode, wherein all 
incoming faxes are stored in the 
MFD's memory. You can later 
access the MFD, and print the 
faxes by punching in the 
password you provided earlier 
when configuring the MFD. 

For system administrators, 
such MFDs can also provide 
detailed prints about fax usage 
on the particular MFD. You can 
get a report about the phone 
numbers stored in the MFD's 
memory, a sent-fax report, 
received-fax report and more. 

Some MFDs also have a 
power failure report generator 
that automatically generates a 
report after restoration of the 
device from a power failure. 

Similar to e-mail spam, 
there are people who randomly 
send junk faxes to other fax 
numbers. If your fax 


toner and drum are in a sealed 
cartridge, so when your toner is 
used up, you have to replace the 
entire cartridge including the 
half-used drum. 

Heavy-duty MFD technology 
is the same as copier machines, 
which are quite rugged. Here, 
the toner is stored in a separate 
cartridge from the drum; so you 
only replace what you use up. 
Typically, a drum is rated to last 
for 50,000 pages, and the toner 
lasts for about 5,000 pages. So, a 
copier-based MFD actually works 
out cheaper in the long run. 


Personal MFDs 

In small offices, devices with a 
smaller footprint are preferred 
over huge machines. Due to the 
absence of a flatbed scanner, 
sheet-fed MFDs score in terms of 
space, and do the same job as 
their bigger counterparts. 


costs, are rugged and offer 
longer duty cycles. They are 
costlier and generally meant 
for large firms. 

These MFDs are the best in 
the laser-based category, and offer 
a host of additional features. 


The MFD Buying Guide 
Before Buying An MFD 


Consider your usage pattern: if 
you print and copy a lot, choose 
a copier engine-based MFD. If 
you print more and copy less, 
Opt for a printer engine-based 
MFD. If fax is your main concern, 
Opt for a specialised laser fax 
that doubles as a laser printer 
and scanner. 

Look for handy features such 
as paper capacity, buffer 
memory, duplex printing, and 
toner save. Ensure that the MFD 
can print on the type of paper 
products you use, say, 





machine receives junk faxes 
regularly, use the junk fax 
barrier feature through 
which you can specify upto 
10 fax numbers as junk. 

Any incoming faxes 
from these junk numbers 
are blocked from being 
printed, and are included 
in the generated received- 
fax report. 

These were some of the 
features available on most 
high-end laser-based MFDs. 
The manner in which you 
access them will vary for 
various MFDs. 
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envelopes or index cards. 

Consider upgradeability 
and scalability, as these 
options will extend the life 
of the device. Being bulky, 
lugging laser MFDs around 
is not feasible. Make sure 
your model is covered by an 
on-site warranty. 

Try the console 
interface to figure out how 
to operate the device. 
Examine the control panel. 
It should have a good LCD 
panel to display status 
messages and warnings. 





Take Your Pick 

Laser-based MFDs can be 
broadly classified into three 
distinct categories—Personal, 
Workgroup and Heavy Duty, 
and cater to a specific segment. 

Personal MFDs contain 
devices that are sheet-fed, and 
have limited scanning abilities. 
Most are monochrome scanning 
devices restricted to 256-colour 
grayscale scanners. 

Some are actually fax 
machines, with laser printing 
and scanning capabilities built 
around them. They are best 
suited for very low print 
volumes, as the cost per page 
is high. 

Workgroup MFDs utilise a 
laser-printing engine. The 
consumable used is a unified 
toner cartridge. The toner life is 
usually 3,000 pages, and a drum 
is said to last for 7,000 pages. The 


Such MFDs are 
recommended for work 
environments where space is at 
a premium, and also for 
professionals who carry work 
home. A small footprint and 
greater usability make these 
devices a good option for 
getting work done faster. 


Workgroup MFDs 

For a low to medium volume of 
printing and copying, MFDs 
based on laser printer engines 
are preferred. These are 
generally deployed as shared 
resources in departments. These 
MEDs can handle a fair amount 
of work-load and also provide 
fast-paced printing and copying. 


Heavy-duty MFDs 
Heavy-duty MFDs are good for 
high volumes of printing and 
copying, have low running 


Some More Functions 
You can scan multiple 
documents in batch processing 
mode or optionally, use Optical 
Character Recognition to convert 
scanned documents and faxes 
into text documents for editing. 

On some MFDs, you can save 
the received fax on the PC and 
print only the required faxes. 

If your machine is out of 
paper, or the ink cartridge is 
low, faxes will be stored in the 
‘fax memory’. When the paper 
tray is refilled or the cartridge is 
replaced, then the stored faxes 
will be printed. Some MFDs can 
store up to 500 pages. 

Use the ‘PC Faxing’ option 
if you would like to send faxes 
directly from your computer’s 
modem without having to 
print the document and 
feeding it manually into the 
fax machine. M 
bhaskar_banik@thinkdigit.com 


Print Photos Using Your 
Inkjet MFD 





Using an inkjet MFD, you can take your photographs and 
convert them into digital memories—and also make copies 
for family and friends as well 
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Your MFD 

can be the 
single device 
that 
enhances and 
prints your 
digital photos 
and does 
more... 


Varun Dubey 





as there recently been 

a function you 

neglected to attend? 

Or one you forgot to 
carry your state-of-the-art 
digicam to? 

Perhaps one of your friends 
was present, and therefore has 
photographs you would love to 
add to your collection. But he 
can't find the negatives for 
reprints, and he definitely isn't 
going to give his copies to you! 

In this age of digitisation, 
photographs are one of the few 
things people prefer to have 
hard copies of. 

We show you here how you 
can copy photographs from 
friends and, perhaps, 
magazines using your inkjet 
MFD. You can also enhance 
them to make them look better 
than the originals! 


What You Need 

An inkjet MFD, some photo- 
quality paper, and let's not 

forget the photographs you 

want to copy! 


Typically, you should 
buy photo paper that is 
around 270 gsm—‘gsm’ or 
grams pre square metre is 
the density of the paper, 
and as a general rule, 
determines the quality of 
the paper. A 15-sheet, A4 
size, 270 gsm bundle costs 
about Rs 200. Also, most of 
the top manufacturers have 
their own set of papers that 
are optimised for their 
devices, and it's recommended 
you opt for those. 


Once you've connected 
your MFD to your 
computer and installed 














Preview the photo to be scanned 


all the software and drivers that 
came with it, you're ready to get 
prints of your own! 

Place the photograph(s) 
that you want to scan on 
the scanner bed of your MFD. 
If you are placing multiple 
photographs at the same 
time, make sure you leave 
a small gap between them 
so it becomes easier to 
separate them when you're 
editing them. 

Most MFDs come with 
bundled image-editing 
software that will satisfy 
most of your basic needs. 
However, we'll use the most 
popular image editing 
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MFDs can make for a very useful investment—they let you scan and print your photos from the comfort of your home 
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Tweak your images in Photoshop 


software—Adobe Photoshop. 
Open Photoshop 
and go to File > 
Import. Here, you 
will see a list of 

the image acquisition 
devices that are installed 
on your computer. 

Select your MFD's 
scanner from amongst 
these. It will probably be 
listed as something like 
"WIA-Xxxxxxx', where 
'KXXXXX' is your scanner 
name; or it will be listed 
as 'XXXXXX TWAIN’ (an 
industry standard for 
scanning), where again, 
'KXXXXX' 1S your scanner's 
name. If both are listed, 
select the TWAIN source. 





Clicking on that will 
get you to the driver 
interface for your 
scanner. Now, 
depending on your driver's 
abilities, you can adjust the 
scan size, quality settings, 








image size, scan size, etc. If 
you want to print a large 
image, it's recommended 
that you scan at a higher 
resolution and then resize or 
crop, if required. 


Once you have 
imported the image 
into your image editing 
software, you can tweak 
it to your heart's content. 

You may want to adjust the 
colour, brightness, and 
sharpness, or even apply cool 
filters and effects to your 
image. If your image has the 
red-eye problem, correct it! 

If it'S overexposed or 
underexposed, correct that 
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to the next step. 

Once you are done with 
the editing part, simply 
go to File > Print. You 
will see the print dialog 
box, where you can select 
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too! In fact, refer to the Fast 
Track book on digital 
photography that was given 
with the March issue of Digit. 
There are plenty of Photoshop 
tips and tricks in there. 

Play with the menus and 
settings in Photoshop, 
and when you are pleased 


EPSONSTYLUS.CX4500 Enn ED RX630 


the printer you want to 
use (if 

you have a printer 
installed in addition to 
your MFD). Then, click the 
‘Properties’ button. 


This will open the 
printer driver’s 
interface, and 
allow you 
to tweak various image 
settings, such as image 
quality, paper quality, 
landscape or portrait 
mode, etc. Make sure you 
set the printer to print at 
high quality, and set the 
correct paper size, else you will 
mess up your photo paper! 
Finally, just click ‘Print’, 
and watch as your tweaked 
photograph is printed! You now 
have your very own copy, 
which, may be better-looking 
than the original. K 
varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 











>> Copying An Image 


We've told you what you need to do to scan, edit and print 
a photograph. What if you do not want to edit it? If you 
simply want to copy it, and feel that the effort required— 
however minimal it may be—to scan and then manually 
click *Print' is too much for your taste, all MFDs will let you 
copy images at the touch of a button! 

To copy your image, simply place it on the scanner bed 
and press ‘Copy’. The device will first scan the image and 
then print it. 

But hang on! Before you go and starting wasting 
paper, keep a few things in mind. Just pressing the 'Copy' 
button may not give you the best image quality. It's fine if 
you just want to copy text and are going to use your device 
more as a Xerox machine than as a photo printer, but 
for photographs, you may need to tweak your printer 
settings a bit. 

Most MFDs have an LCD screen-and some have a 


colour LCD screen—where you can view and change 
settings. 

Navigate to the printer settings on your device and 
select ‘Photo Quality’ from the print quality settings. Then 
navigate to the page setup and make sure your page size is 
set to the same size that you will be printing the picture on. 

Note that if you have a 4 x 6 size paper, and an image 
much larger in size, you should also select the ‘Scale to page’ 
option. This will ensure that your photograph is resized, and 
that the print sizes of the image and the page match. 

Some MFDs, such as the Epson RX630, come with 
memory card readers—so you can just take your memory 
card out of the camera and plug it into the MFD. You can 
view the LCD to edit and print the image! Some other MFDs 
also let you do basic image editing, such as cropping, rotat- 
ing, resizing, and even increasing and decreasing 
brightness and contrast! 


Wall Mounting An 
LCD Panel 





LCDs can be mounted on walls for different 
purposes and use in public places ae a 
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Courtesy 
wall 
mounts, 
LCDs can 
now be 
used in 
airports, 
showrooms, 
and hotels, 
and do not 
mess up the 
décor as 
CRTs did 
earlier 
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CD panels have gained 

popularity primarily 

because of their small 

footprint and low power 
consumption. These factors 
have made a lot of people turn 
a blind eye to their 
shortcomings such as their 
restrictive viewing angle. 

Due to this popularity, 

manufacturers took LCDs a step 





"Wi Disconnect The 
=F Panel 

If the panel is in use, 
you will first need to 
disconnect it from the PC by 
plugging out the video cable 
and power cord, and if possible, 
detaching both these cables 
from the panel as well. 

Remove the panel from its 
current stand and place it face 
down, gently, on a flat, dry and 
smooth surface. Make sure 
there is nothing in the way 
that could damage the screen. 


as the one in the form of an 
arm, which gives you the 
flexibility to move the panel 
and face it in all directions. 

You also get non-flexible 
types. Make sure you make the 
right choice, since once it's bolted 
on to your wall, there's not really 
much you can do 
to change it. 


"B Fix The 
STEP Wall 
"= Mount 
Once you know 
the size 













further by introducing a 
wall mount. Since an LCD 
panel doesn’t weigh much, 
it is easy to mount it on an 
adjustable arm that’s 
fitted on your wall. This 
meant that LCDs could 
now be used in places such 
as airports, showrooms, 
hotels and restaurants, 
and not mess up the décor 
as CRTs did before. 
However, none of the 
panels available in India 
come with the Video 
Electronics Standards 
Association (VESA) 
compliant wall mount. 
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between the - 
threaded Two mounting 
holes, get plates 

the wall 

mount of your choice and 
get prepared to bolt it to 
the wall. First of all, fix 
the sheet metal back plate 
of the wall mount to the 
LCD panel. 

This back plate has 
four U-shaped pegs, which 
fit exactly into the 
provided groove on the 
wall mount. 














This 
is done to 
decrease costs, 
as India is a 
very price 
sensitive 
market. 

If you 











would like 
to get a 
wall 
mount, you will need to buy it 
separately from your vendor. 
Here, we have elaborately 
explained how you can fit the 
panel in the wall mount. 


Wall mount VESA arm 


Wall mounting design map 
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Hole Spacing 
| In the LCD manual, 
check out the VESA 


wall mount page to find out 
the spacing between the holes. 
There are two standards; the 
75mm and 100mm. This 
spacing will decide the type of 
wall mount you need to buy. 


Various Wall 
FA Mounts 
There are several types 


of wall mounts available, such 








_ Drilling Holes 
-E: Now it's time to 
drill holes in the 


wall as per the size and 
diameter mentioned in the 
manual, so you can fix the 
second plate. This is the plate on 
which the panel, along with the 
arm, will be fastened. 


Arm Assembly 
Fix the arm assembly on 


to the wall plate with 
the help of the provided nut and 
bolt. Make sure that the arm 
assembly is secured tight 
enough to take the load and 




















Since an your PC switched on in order to 
watch your favourite TV show! 
LCD panel Apart from the 
doesn't aforementioned video inputs, 
wei gh LCD monitors feature the whole 
. gamut of connectors for 
much, it can attaching your 
i DVD, VCD or 
be easily other video 
mounted input sources— 
on an | such as 
: Swivel arm assembl handycams—as 
adjustable | fee si ' well. They 
arm fitted HLP6163 61-inch Samsung Rear and also have a socket to plug in generally 








support various Mounted display 
screen aspects 
(16:9; 4:3). They will also let 
you zoom into the image! 
This is where it gets 
really cool. Some of them 
also support the PIP 
(Picture-in-Picture) function 
wherein if you want to 
watch a show but have a 
pressing deadline at work, 
you can start working on 
your presentation and 
have the TV program run 
as a small window on 
the screen. 
The beauty of this 
function is that the 
ions MP ajang ana a window need not remain 
ST pce oma imr small. You can resize it to 
— = — whatever size suits you, 
and you can also place it 
anywhere on the screen! M 
aliasgar_pardawala@thinkdigit.com 
varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 


>> Display Technologies 


your cable. The inbuilt TV tuner 
then scans and stores all the 


on your wall Projection TV 








occasional jerks that it will 
be subjected to. 


Mount Your 
Display 

Fasten the arm with 
screws to the plate that you 
fixed on the back of your 
LCD panel earlier, and check 
for tightness. That’s it. The 
panel is mounted on a VESA 
wall mount and ready for I 
use. All you have to do is PTS d eee nga 
reconnect the wires! r 


TV Or PC Monitor 
Or Both? 


Some LCD monitors come 

with the neat feature of having 
an inbuilt TV tuner. These 
devices have a regular port for 
connecting to your PC or laptop, 











channels available, letting you 
operate your monitor as a 
regular flat screen TV! Moreover, 
you don’t even need to have 





136 


DIGIT JUNE 2005 


DLP (Digital Light Processing): A technology by Texas 
Instruments, it uses a Digital Micro Mirror, which consists of a 
million small mirrors that reflect light and hence create the 
image. DLP is touted to be the best digital picture you can get 
because of a better fill rate. The fill rate is essentially the ratio 
of the frame making up the image to how much of the frame 
lies between the elements. For DLP, the fill rate is a massive 
88 per cent! 

D-ILA: Digital Direct Drive Image Light Amplifier is a type of 
LCD display that was developed by JVC. Unlike LCD, its 
elements reflect light twice before letting it pass through the 
lens. D-ILA offers a 93 per cent fill rate. 

LCoS: LCoS stands for Liquid Crystal on Silicon, and is Hitachi's 
version of D-ILA. 

Plasma: A plasma screen is different from the regular screens 
as it contains millions of small compartments filled with stable 
noble gases Argon, Xenon and Neon. To turn a pixel on, an elec- 
tric current is passed through the compartments, thus charg- 
ing the gas, and hence producing red, green, or blue colour. 
Rear Projection: The size of a rear-projection television gener- 
ally ranges between 40 and 80 inches. The front projector proj- 
ects the image onto a mirror, which then reflects it onto the 
display screen where we finally see it. 

Front Projector: This is a two-piece unit similar to the stuff 
they use in movie theatres. With this kind of a setup, you will 
have two parts to your TV: the projector and the display screen. 
It can be made from any of the above mentioned display types, 
namely LCD, CRT, DLP, D-ILA, or LCoS. 


Two-Piece Rear Projection: This is similar to a front projector, 
except that the image is projected onto the screen from behind, 
instead of from the front (unlike in a theatre where the projec- 
tor is placed at the front of the screen). 

High Definition Television (HDTV): Regular NTSC TV signals 
will provide you with 525 lines of resolution, and as a thumb 
rule, the higher the 
number of lines, 
the higher the 
resolution. HDTV 
gives you five times 
those many lines, 
and thus, the clar- 
ity and sharpness is 
simply outstand- 
ing. Moreover, the 
aspect ratio of 
HDTV is 16:9 
(widescreen) as 
opposed to 4:3, 
which is the regular 
television format 
these days. 

The flip side is that since it has such high resolution, the 
transmission of signal requires a massive amount of bandwidth 
which makes it almost prohibitively expensive. HDTV receivers 
are on an average 30 per cent more expensive than their 
conventional top-of-the-line counterparts. 








HC-P4741W 47-inch Samsung 
Widescreen HDTV Monitor 














To Your Home Videos 


Your home videos no longer need to be bland and 
boring. Make your own movie with a title ad credits 
at the end... Here’s how att | 
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Adding 
effects to 
your home 
videos that 
can make the 
videos look 
professional, 
and make 
you look 
good 
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o you've finally managed 

to store the memorable 

videos you captured 

during your holidays last 
year. And now you even have it 
on your computer's hard drive. 
What next? 

You could add some 
transition effects to your videos 
to give it a professional feel. 

You might have frantically 
searched the Internet looking 
for tools that might let you do 
this, and probably found that 
everything available is either 
shareware, or whatever is 
freeware, has very few features. 

Most of you might not be 
aware that Ahead, the makers 
of Nero Burning ROM, has 
developed a tool—NeroVision 
Express 3—that lets you do all 
the editing you want. 





Movie Project Window 


are listed. The area at the 
bottom are the 'Storyboard' and 
"Timeline' areas, where you will 
be able to monitor how your 
video progresses. 

While 'Storyboard' displays 
the videos and transitions you 
are using, the video effects, text 


effects and audio items can only 


be added to the ‘Timeline’ view. 

In the 'Storyline' view, these 
items appear as symbols below 
the video. 
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Detected scenes are displayed 


supported. The video clips 
added will be visible in the ‘My 
Media Files’ list. 





NeroVision Express 3 
can also be downloaded 
from http://nero.com, 
where it is also updated 
quite frequently. 

This utility not only 
supports adding transition 
effects to captured video, 
but also lets you capture 
video using your TV tuner 
card, video capture devices 
and DV cams. 


To start off, open 
=p NeroVision Express 
from the Nero 


program group. 
Now, click on ‘Make 
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Nero Version Express 3 


Movie’, located on the left 
of the window. 


A new 'Untitled Project 

“> window will open up. In 

" this window, you will 
have a preview pane on 
the left, while on the right, you 
will be able to view the ‘My 
Media' files, in which the 
videos selected by you for the 
addition of transition effects 
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Click on the first blue 
button below the ‘My 
Media’ files to browse 


and select the video 
clips to be added to the 
compilation. A browsing 
window will be opened and you 
may choose as many video clips 
as you want. Now, just click 
‘Open’. Almost all popular video 
formats—except Real Media—are 














Movie Project Window after choosing 
video clips 





For transition 
E effects to be 
added, you need 


multiple clips to 

add transitions in 
between. Hence, it is 
recommended to have as 
many clips as possible. 

But, if all your videos 
are just one file, you can 
also insert transition 
effects into the video. 

Right-click on the 
video in the ‘My Media 
Files’ list and click on 
‘Detect Scenes’. Scenes will 
then be automatically 
detected and displayed. 


pm Detected scenes can be 
E added to the project by 
ua dragging and dropping 


them to the ‘Storyboard’ 
and ‘Timeline’ areas. 

Then, click on the ‘Display 
Transition’ tab, which is the last 
tab above ‘My Media’ files. 

Here, you will find a host of 
transition effects, which are 
further classified into 3D, 
Wipes, Others and Fades. 

3D effects consist of many 
three-dimensional effects such 
as Exploding Cubes, Horizontal 
Spinning Strokes, Spherise, 
Tunnelise, and so on. 

‘Wipes’, as the name 
suggests, consists of several 
wipe effects such as Circles, 
MeltDown, Paper Roll, Wipe 
Left, Right, Up or Down, etc. 

‘Others’ has Move In and 
Move Out while ‘Fades’ consists 





140 


DIGIT JUNE 2005 





After adding the transitions in between 
the scenes 


of several effects such as 
Additive Blend, Blinds, 
CheckerBox, Blur Fade, and 
many more. 

These transitions can be 
added between the scenes by 
just dragging and dropping 
them in the desired place. 


Once you have 

added all the effects you 
want, click on 
‘Export’ to bring 
up the window of the final 
stage, where you can 
specify various settings 
regarding the video file to 
be output. 

Here, you may select an 
export template from DVD, 
SVCD, VCD, or Custom, if 
you wish to specify the 
format of the output video 
file. In file types, the 
options available are 
MPEG-1, MPEG-2 and AVI. 

In the ‘Export 
Template’, when you select 
DVD, it essentially means 
the MPEG-2 video 
standard. This standard is 
known for its high video as 
well as audio quality. 

If you choose NTSC, the 
video resolution chosen is 720 x 
480 at 29.97 frames per second 
and the bit-rate is 5,073 kbps. 

If you wish to choose the PAL 
standard, the resolution 
becomes 720 x 576 at 25 frames 
per second with the bit-rate 
remaining the same. You can 
configure the different settings 
by clicking the ‘Configure’ 
button. In the ‘General’ tab, you 
can choose the video standard 
according to your country or 
between PAL and NTFS. 

In the DVD-Video tab, you 
can choose the aspect ratio from 
between 4:3, 16:9 and 
Automatic. In quality settings, 
you can choose from Automatic, 
High, Standard, Long Play, 
Extended Play, Super Long Play 
and Custom. If you choose 























Digital camcorders with 10X and 20X optical zoom that can really let you get 


‘into’ the thick of things! 





custom, you can specify the bit- 
rate and resolution for the 
output video. 

In the 'Sample Format' drop- 
down menu, you can specify the 
interlacing method. It is best to 
set this as Automatic. You can 
also specify the Encoding 
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mode—choose between ‘Fast’ 
and ‘High quality’. Finally, you 
can specify the audio format— 
you can choose between Dolby 
Digital (AC-3) 2.0 and Stereo. 
Choose ‘Stereo’. 


You can also view the 
duration of video that can be 
accommodated on one disc. This 
video format requires the 
highest amount of space. 

When you choose VCD, 
the output video is created 
in MPEG-1 format. Resolution 
for PAL is 352 x 288 
at 25 fps. 

In the ‘Custom’ 
template, if you select 
MPEG format, then 
you can also specify an 
aspect ratio of your 
choice. If you select AVI, 
you can select the 
compression codecs for 
video and audio. You 
can also specify the 
video format such as 
PAL, NTSC or Custom. 

When ‘Custom’ is 
selected, the frame 
rate and resolution 
can be specified. Once 
you do this, choose a 
location of your choice 
for your output file 
and name the file. 

When you click ‘Export’, the 
final file with the transition 
effects you added is created. It’s 
as simple as that. M 
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b) Other Software You Could Try... 


Adobe After Effects 6.5: This is a high-end tool for video editing and motion 
graphics. It has stunning 2D and 3D transition effects that create professional- 
quality videos. It is available in Standard Edition, which costs $299 (approx Rs 
13,000) and Professional Edition, which costs $999 (approx Rs 43,450). Additionally, 
the Professional Edition has flexible Motion Tracking, powerful scripting, precise 
keying and matte tools, advanced visual effects and much more. These are some 
features the Standard Edition does not have. 

MainConcept MainActor v5: This tool grants you high-end power at entry-level price. 
It has all the necessary features for good quality video editing, plus a dynamic inter- 
face. The demo version can be downloaded from www.mainconcept.com. The retail 
version is available for $199 (approx Rs 8,650). 

Windows Movie Maker 2.1: Windows Movie Maker 2.1 is included in Windows XP SP2 
and Windows XP Professional x64 Edition. This tool can capture—as well as edit— 
videos from various devices including DV Cams. You can create home movies and give 
them a professional look from the 130 new titles, effects and transition options that 
are available with this software. 












Back Up Using A 
Portable Drive 


It’s easy to use Windows XP’s inbuilt backup 
software to always have a backup of your 
data at-hand 
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You can 
choose the 
type of 
backup: 
Normal, 
Copy, 
Differential, 
Incremental 
or Daily 
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o you have a sprawling 
MP3 collection, a whole 
lot of movies, and, of 
course, important 
documents and contacts, 
addresses and the like. 
Wouldn't you sleep a whole lot 
better at night knowing that 
you have a secure and safe 
backup of all your important, 
and possibly critical, data? 

We give you step-by-step 
directions to back up your data 
to an external drive. In fact, 
you can back it up to pretty 
much any drive using the 
instructions given here! 


What You Need 

A drive to back up your data on 
(any USB or FireWire external 
HDD). The software we will be 
using is Windows XP's inbuilt 
backup software. 


Accessing The 
"F Software 
To launch the software, 


go to Start > All Programs > 
Accessories > System Tools > 
Backup. If you don’t have 
the software installed, you 
will have to add the feature 
from your windows XP 
installation CD. 

The software starts with a 
wizard. If you just use the 
wizard, it is fairly simple to 
carry out routine backups, but 
we will take you through a 
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The backup software starts with a wizard 





guided tour of the advanced 
feature set. 


Backup 
| Click on the backup 
. | tab, and you will be 


taken to a split window akin to 
a file explorer. Here, you can 
check the boxes next to the 
folders on the left pane (if you 
want to back up the entire 
folder or drive). After you select 
folders, the entire contents 
(including files) are displayed. 
Select the files or folders you 
want to back up. 

Once you're done, select the 
location to where you 
want to back up, and also what 
name you would like to 
specify for the backup, from 
the drop-down menu below. 
Now click 'Start Backup'. 
Remember, it's a good practice 
to keep a date and data- 
indicative nomenclature. 

When you click ‘Start 
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Enter the name of the backup file 


Backup’, you will be presented 
with a backup ‘Job 
Information’ window where 
you can modify the name and 
description of the backup. 
Now you have two options: 
you can either append the 
backup to your existing 
backups on the media, or you 
can wipe out other backups 
and create a new one by 
selecting ‘Replace the backups 
in the media with this backup’. 


æ _ Advanced Options 
LEP Clicking on the 


- = ‘Advanced’ tab will get 
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Choose from the various backup types available 


you to a backup options 
window where you can choose 
to verify the data after backup, 
or back up data onto remote 
storage. You can also choose 
the type of backup, as 
mentioned below. 

Normal: A regular backup. 
Copy: Simply backs up the 
selected data, but does not 
mark anything as backed up. 
Incremental: Backs up the 
selected files only if they have 
been created or modified since 
the last backup. 

Differential: The same as 
incremental, except that it 
does not mark the files as 
backed up. 

Daily: Backs up the files 
created or modified only today. 

When you click ‘Schedule’, 
you will be prompted with a 
warning that says you should 
save your backups before 
scheduling. Click ‘Yes’, and 
you will be prompted to set 
up a password for security 
reasons. Just enter a password 
and confirm it, and you will 
be ready. 

You will be taken to a 
window where you can give 
this schedule a name, and 
using the options button, 
configure options such as 
'don't backup if running on 
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The reason 
you need 
to install 
two OSes is 
different 
configs will 
have 
different 
drivers that 
Will be 
loaded, and 
doing it off 
the same 
OS will lead 
to system 
instability 
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The settings for a scheduled backup 


battery' (in case it's a laptop), 
the time that the backup 
should show, and of course, 
you can also configure when 
you want to schedule the 
action. You don't want your 
work to be disturbed because 
of backing up going on in the 
background. You can choose to 
back up on weekends, 


Restoring a file from your backup 


synchronise and back up, and 
all the cables—and it makes 
you wonder, "Isn't convergence 
supposed to make life easier? 
Isn't that what we have 
'standards' for?" 

Efforts are on, but true 
plug-and-playability is still 
some way in the future. 





your external 
storage drive. 


H While 
connected to 
your office PC, 
install the OS 
on the first 
partition. 


[ Once all the 
drivers have 
been installed, 
migrate your 
data to that 
partition. 





[| When you get home, boot up 
your PC and install your OS on 
the second partition. Migrate 
all your work-related 
documents from your home PC 
to the second partition. 


ŒH Now this portable drive has 
essentially become your 
laptop—sans the screen 





when you won't be using 
the machine; at system 
startup, if you're a little 
paranoid; when the 
system is idle, so you have 
a backup ready when 
you're done with a work 
session— 

and so on. 

Once all this is 
configured, you can 
finally start your backup. 
The backup file is saved 
with the .bkf extension. 

To restore your backup, 
simply fire up the 
software, and if you are in 


lamàga Automatic Backup 
software backs up your important 
files aulcrmalcally. Customize your 
backup settings and the software 
docs the rest. Simply drag and 
drop to restore. 
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Easy = Convenient = Secure 


and CTS-inducing 
keyboard! 

The reason you need 
to install two OSes is 
because different 
configurations will have 
different drivers that will 
be loaded, and doing it off 
the same operating system 
will lead to system 
instability. 

Now, depending on 
where you are—home or 
office—boot up using the 
appropriate partition, and 
you will never need to 
synchronise data to carry it 





‘Advanced’ mode, click on 
the backup file you want 
to restore, and click 
‘Start restore’. 


Digit Tip! 

Are you synchronisation- 
phobic? Well, you aren’t alone! 
We offer you our heartfelt 
sympathies—we know that 
synchronisation isn’t the 
easiest of things. Add to that 
the trouble of remembering to 
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A choice of OSes shows up at bootup... 


But we have a really neat 
solution for all your data 
synchronisation between 
office and work. 

Most motherboards today 
support booting via an 
external USB drive. What you 
can do is, format and partition 
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...Rename these to anything you like! 


back and forth: it would all 
be stored and worked upon from 
the USB drive. 

If you have installed the 
same OS on both partitions, 
the dual-boot option will give 
you the same name, so how 
will you know which one 
to use? Simple... 

The name that appears is 
configurable. To configure it, 
right-click ‘My Computer’, 
and select Properties > 
Advanced > Startup and 
Recovery > Edit. 

In the window that opens, 

look for the text in quotes 
stating with “Microsoft 
Windows XP..." 

You can type whatever you 
want within the quotes, and 
that will get displayed as the 
boot option. 
varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 





’s very te g to just use Auto 
mode on your digicam all the time, and 
“that's just the fear of the unknown. 
- Here's how to overcome it! 
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With 
manual 
control, you 
can 


experiment, 


and capture 
what the 
Auto mode 
Will not 
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re you one of those who 

would love to get friend- 

lier with your digicam 

ut find that the menus 

and acronyms are just too 
confusing to bother with—and 
simply use the Auto setting on 
your camera? Many people do 
not realise the true potential of 
their camera and tend to do 
this. 

It's true that most of the 
default settings in cameras 
these days work just fine, and 
the hassle of tweaking puts 
people off of the manual 
controls. But with manual 
control, you can experiment, 
and capture what the Auto 
mode will not—especially when 
it comes to things such as shad- 
ows, lighting effects, black and 
white photography... Read on 
and find out how you can tweak 





An under-exposed image on the left vis-à-vis a correctly-expose 


sensor) and the depth of the 
photograph. 

This setting works in tandem 
with the shutter speed, so if you 
want shots of something moving 
fast, you should increase the 
aperture size and increase the 
shutter speed to minimise the 
blur. In fact, if you get the 
balance right, you can even get 
brilliant blur effects—like the 
ones you see on F1 posters! 


Aperture Priority 

You can select the desired aper- 
ture and the camera will automat- 
ically select the best shutter speed 
for it. (Some cameras will let you 
set both independently, but these 
are mostly professional cameras). 


AE Lock 


Automatic Exposure Locking is 
the ability to lock the aperture 
and shutter speed (and hence, 
Exposure) settings for a series of 
images. That is, for every image 








sure value. Sometimes, though, 
it selects the wrong part, and 
your photo may turn out over- or 
under-exposed (depending on 
the selected area). To counter 
this, most cameras today let you 
change the wrongly-calculated 
exposure value using the EV 
(Exposure Value) compensation 
feature. The camera usually 
provides you with a slider oper- 
ated by the ‘navi’ keys, and the 
EV compensation values range 
from -2 to +2 with incremental 
steps of 1/3. 


Flash Output 
Compensation 

Some cameras even allow you to 
determine the power of your 
flash. This means you can 
control the amount of light the 
flash emits when you shoot. This 
is helpful when, due to confus- 
ing light conditions, the flash 
metering (calculated automati- 
cally) goes awry. 











those settings to get the best out 
of your digital camera. 


Aperture Settings 

The aperture is the size of the 
opening in the lens, which 
determines how much light 
received falls on the camera’s 
sensor (in the case of digicams) 
or film (in the case of conven- 
tional cameras). This setting 
affects the exposure (the 
amount of light received by the 


in the series, the aperture and 
shutter speed settings will be 
the same. This is extremely help- 
ful if you are trying to merge 
multiple images together (while 
creating a 3D walkthrough, for 
example, or during the creation 
of a panoramic image). 


Exposure Compensation 
In Auto Mode, the camera basi- 
cally selects a part of the image 
to determine the correct expo- 


ISO 


The ISO setting on your camera 
basically tells you how sensitive 
the camera sensor is to the light 
falling on it. Now, for regular 
film cameras, the ISO rating is on 
the film roll, but in digicams, the 
setting is related to the camera's 
sensor. As a thumb rule, the 
higher the ISO setting, the faster 
the shutter speed required. So, if 
the ISO setting is too high, you 
will start seeing a lot of noise and 
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Most 
prosumer 
cameras 
today let 
you shoot a 
photograph 
as close as 
4 cm from 
the subject 











Incorrect white balance leads to incorrect colours in the left image. The image on the right shows the image using the 


correct white balance, and therefore the correct colours 





the image will become grainy. 
You therefore need to maintain 
the correct balance between ISO 
and shutter speed and aperture, 
as well as the exposure setting. 


Macro Mode 

Macro mode is used for extreme 
close-ups. When set in Macro 
mode, the camera will assume 
that the subject is extremely 
close, and will adjust the settings 
accordingly. Most prosumer 
cameras today let you shoot a 
photograph as close as 4 cm from 
the subject. 


Metering 
The *metering" in a digicam basi- 
cally scans the entire scene, 
calculates the amount of light 
and then calculates the appropri- 
ate exposure value. There are 
three types of metering modes. 
In the automatic mode, you 
just select the type of metering, 
and the camera will calculate the 
rest. The various methods of 
metering differ from 
each other 
depending o the 
way the scene is 
scanned for the 
determination of 
the exposure 
value. 


Matrix or 
Evaluative 
Metering 

In this kind, the 
scene is divided 


into different zones (like a 
matrix) which are then 
evaluated individually for 

the light availability and 
exposure requirements. Then 
the algorithm, which differs 
from camera to camera, calcu- 
lates the correct amount 

of exposure. 


Centre-Weighted 

Average Metering 

This is the most common meter- 
ing method, and is implemented 
in pretty much every digital 
camera. In this method, the 
camera scans and calculates the 
exposure for the entire scene, but 
the centre of the photograph is 
given a higher weightage than, 
say, the edges. 


Spot (Partial) Metering 
In Spot Metering, only a small 
area of the whole frame is 
metered and the exposure of 
the remaining frame is 
ignored. This is helpful when 
shooting portraits or close- ups 
of people. 


Shutter Priority 

This is similar to Aperture Prior- 
ity except that in this case, you 
can select the shutter speed 

and the camera will automati- 
cally select the appropriate 
aperture setting. 


Shutter Speed 
This is the duration for which the 
sensor of the camera receives 





light. If you keep the shutter 
speed high, the camera sensor 
will receive light for a lesser time, 
and vice-versa. 


Time Lapse 

Some cameras can be 
programmed to take multiple 
photographs over a specified 
interval of time with a set time 
gap between each shot. This is 
mostly used for photography in 
astronomy, or for special photos 
like capturing the opening of a 
flower bud. 


White Balance 

In digital cameras, white 
balancing is done on a per 
photo basis. The camera decides 
the white balance for each 
photograph by scanning the 
image and taking a portion of it 
as a reference point. 

This system can easily be 
fooled if the image is domi- 
nated by a single colour. For 
example, if you are shooting a 
room, and there's a bulb throw- 
ing yellowish light on a white 
wall, the camera will assume 
the wall to be white and calcu- 
late everything else based on 
that—and would get it wrong. 
So, the cameras of today let you 
change the white balance for 
such circumstances. The basic 
available modes include 
Sunlight, Tungsten (A and B), 
Indoor, Fluorescent light 
and others. W 
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in this brief primer, we tell you a 
little about graphics card 
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There are ; DIRECT3D 
Aliasgar Pardawala and . 
two APIs Jayesh Limaye Bump Mapping 
using which This feature—when enabled— 
raphics card drivers are allows textures to show 

SANES die software that help the depth. Tiles on the floor, or a 
developed. card work seamlessly tiled stone wall, will actually iy 
The first is with the rest of the appear bumpy. This feature Mare Eos 
DirectX system, and can enable better was introduced in DirectX 6 rey 2) 

? performance. Graphics card and thus, most current- it j ste ae d 
and the vendors usually release updated generation games support i ot nnd *Y 
second versions of these drivers on a this feature by default. Mat M on a, d 

4 regular basis, so you can get When enabled for older Aoc 
OpenGL that little extra from your card. games, it will improve image 





quality, but reduce 
performance. This, again, 
depends on the game, and 
whether the game supports 
this feature. Games these days 
use two types of bump 
mapping—EMBM (environment 


Many features and 
enhancements depend on the 
way drivers are written. Some 
games are specifically optimised 
for certain versions of drivers, 
and vice-versa. Here are some 
critical features to get more 
performance from your games. 


This image shows how bump mapping 
is used to create the emboss effect on 
the kettle 





mapped bump mapping), and 
DOT3 bump mapping. 
EMBM can generate 
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back in 1999. 
DOT3 bump 
mapping, also known as 


and/or performance. We've 
classified the various features 
under ‘Direct3D’ and ‘OpenGL. 


>> Graphics Jargon 


option. A higher setting of, say, 8x, will dramatically improve 
image quality, but will also adversely affect the output frames 
per second. 





Adust the Anisotropic Filtering in the nVidia 
control panel 





Anti-Aliasing 

This is a technique that removes jaggedness at the edges of 
an object. Since it eats up lots of GPU cycles, a higher setting 
will lower the frames per second that you can get. Most cards 
are set by default to the lowest setting of 2x, and the 
‘Application Preference’ option lets you define the setting 
from the game. 


Texture Compression 

This is a technique, using which, a compression algorithm built 
into the hardware of the graphics processor compresses and 
decompresses the texture data, which results in an increase in 
the effective bandwidth of the graphics data path between the 


Anisotropic Filtering graphics chip and the CPU. 
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This filtering technique—when enabled—lets you see distant 
objects clearly. A good example is a straight road. With this 
setting enabled, you will be able to see the texture even at the 
farthest point clearly. Similar to Anti-Aliasing, the lowest 
setting is 2x, and there is also the ‘Application Preference’ 


This was developed by S3 for OpenGL applications, and 
was known as S3TC. It was later adopted by Microsoft and used 
in DirectX, and became known as DXTC (DirectX Texture 
Compression). This feature requires that the hardware be 
capable of supporting it. 
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With TCL 
Back Face 
Culling, 
objects not 
visible to 
you are 
removed. 
This means 
better 
performance 
at no 
decrease in 
graphics 
quality 
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per-pixel lighting, allows you to 
add high detail to surfaces or 
objects without increasing the 
number of polygons. 


Dither Mode 

This is a mode setting for ATi 
drivers that works in tandem 
with Alpha Blending. It is 
instrumental in deciding the 
wave pattern created by water 
bodies and other similar 
effects. Alpha blending, on the 
other hand, is used to impart 
the transparent look to water 
or glass. 

When enabled, this will hit 
performance, but will make 
game scenes on a beach or 
when swimming look very real. 


Pixel Shader Version 
The latest generation cards 
from ATi support Pixel 
Shader 2.0, while those of 
nVidia support 3.0. However, 
by default, the setting is 
‘Driver Default’. There are 
other options such as 1.0, 
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.0 and 3.0 
also available. 

A higher version of 
Pixel Shader can only be 
selected if your hardware 
supports it and if you have 
installed the latest version 
of the display drivers and 
the appropriate version of 
DirectX (e.g., Pixel Shader 
3.0 is supported only in 
DirectX 9.0c ). You can 
even lower the setting to 
get better performance, 
albeit at the loss of 
image quality. 
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Adust Anti-Aliasing in the nVidia 
control panel 


Vertex Shader Version 
This is similar to Pixel Shader, 
and choosing a lower Vertex 
Shader version will offer 
better performance. 


TCL Back Face Culling 
When you select this function 
from the driver, objects that 
are not visible to you are 
removed. This frees up a lot of 
bandwidth, which improves 
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performance. This means better 
performance at no decrease in 
graphics quality! 


OPENGL 


3DNow!/SSE and SSE2 
3DNow from AMD and SSE2 
from Intel are optimisations 
built into the processors. 
Enable this feature to reap its 
benefits when playing OpenGL- 
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Adust the image quality here in the 
nVidia control panel 


based games—you'll get 
increased performance. 


AGP Textures 

If you haven't upgraded to 
a PCI-Express-based 
graphics card yet, and are 
still using an AGP 
interface-based graphics 
card, you should enable 
this setting. It provides 
OpenGL-based games 
access to your system RAM 
to store texture 
information when 
necessary. This option 
should be used if the card 
has about 64 MB of 
onboard RAM, and you are 
playing texture-heavy games 
such as Doom 3 or Far Cry. 





Video Memory Textures 
When enabled, this only uses 
video RAM, and doesn’t transfer 
texture information to system 
RAM. This feature should be 
enabled if your graphics board 
has more than 128 MB of RAM. 
However, cards with lower 
memory will experience a 
drop in performance if this 
feature is enabled. 


Force 16-bit Texture 
When enabled, this feature 
forces down colour depth from 
32-bit to 16-bit. This improves 
performance but makes textures 
look flat. E 
aliasgar_pardawala@thinkdigit.com 
jayesh_limaye@thinkdigit.com 
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If you feel 
the screen 
size of a 
plasma 
display or a 
rear- 
projection 
television 
doesn't 
justify the 
price tag, 
the best 
answer is 
a projector 


Aliasgar Pardawala 





ome theatres are all 
the rage now, as prices 
of the plasma displays 
and sound systems 
have dropped to affordable 
levels. But if you feel the screen 
size of a plasma display or a 
rear-projection television 
doesn't justify the price tag, 
what alternative do you have? 

The best answer is a 
projector. Projectors are 
compact compared to rear- 
projection televisions or plasma 
displays, and the screen hangs 
on a wall—hence not occupying 
any floor space. 

The only problem is the 
position of the projector: it has 
to be in front of the screen. 
This will leave you with the 
option of either sitting behind 
the projector or beside it. 

Sitting behind the projector 
can be troublesome because of 
the noise of the fan and the 
bright light from the lamp. 








A typical ceiling mount attachment 


You can free 
the table space 
and reduce 
cable clutter by 
fixing the 
projector on 
the ceiling. 

This will 
eliminate the 
problems that 
you might have 
faced, had the 
projector been 





A projector with ceiling attachment 


placed on the centre table or in a 
bookshelf. Also, mounting the 
projector on the ceiling will help 
in better air flow, but this will 
depend on the design of the 
mount as well. 

A bad design might block the 
air flow and damage the 
components or reduce the lamp 
life, and lamps are expensive. 

A ceiling mount for a 
projector is also useful in 
boardrooms where you need to 
have a fixed projector for 
presentations. Here, we help 
you to perform the mounting 


task all by yourself. 

TE adhering to dimensions 

for the ceiling mount. 
You will have to get one that 
will work with your projector. 
The right place to enquire 

for your model-specific ceiling 
mount is, of course, the vendor 
from whom you purchased the 
unit. Since ceiling mounts are 
not readily available, there may 
be a waiting period before you 
can get one. 


At present, there are no 
specific standards on 





The ceiling mount is 
not a single unit. In 
most cases, it is either 
in two (or a Maximum 
of three) pieces—two plates 
and an arm. 

The first plate with the 
drilled hole will exactly match 
the four drilled and taped holes 
at the bottom of the projector. 
If the mount is 
brand and model- 
specific, be rest 
assured—you will 
get a smooth fit. 

If you geta 
universal ceiling 
mount, you will 
need to adjust 
the plate to 
match the 
mount holes 
at the back 








of the projector. There are 
several designs available, for 
example, a single plate with 
many drilled holes so that it 
can match a wide variety of 
projector models. 

Alternatively, use four 
flexible arms instead ofa 
plate, so that you can move it 
to the position exactly over the 
mount holes on the projector 
and fix it. 

Fix another plate on the 
ceiling securely, as this plate is 
the one that will bear the 
weight of the projector and 
the mounting arm. 


Fix one side of the 
flexible arm first to the 
|` ceiling plate, and then 


Some considerations to bear in mind 
when selecting a projector 

LCD vs DLP 

[*] Differences are minimal for most 
educational uses 

[*] Better contrast ratios of DLP may 
be better suited for high ambient 
light situations 

Image features 

[*] Check the brightness first and then 
the contrast ratio 

[*] Match the resolution of projector 
to that of the computer 

[*] Consider short throw distance and 
keystone correction as extra features 
Connectivity 

E] Wireless connectivity is the latest 
new feature in projectors 

[*] Wireless is useful for rapidly 
switching between multiple inputs 
Size 

[*] While smaller projectors 

provide flexibility, it is at the cost 

of some advanced features and 
physical security 

Educational features 

[*] Blackboard mode helps 
compensate when projecting without 
a screen 

[+] Bundled document cameras can 
project paper and 3-D objects 

[*] Copy-boards can be used for 
annotating and saving images 
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You can use 
the flexible 
arm to 
correct 
keystone 
errors 


fasten the projector with the 
mount plate to the other end 
of the arm. Once this is done, 
you are through with the 
fixing part. 


Switch on the 


‘Options’. Here, you will see an 
option that reads similar to 
‘Desk/Ceiling Mount’. By 
default, this is set to ‘Desk’; 
change it to ‘Ceiling Mount’. 








projector. We’re 
assuming you have 
taken care of the 
cabling part, as you will 
need a longer cable—both 
video and power—to plug 
in your video source (such 
as a DVD player) to the 
projector and power it up. 
Since the projector is 
ceiling-mounted upside 
down, the first time you’ll 
see the company logo ora 
wallpaper upside-down on 
the screen. 

To correct this, click the 
menu button on the 
projector and go to 

















Align the screws of the ceiling mount exactly with the 
drilled holes at the back of the projector 
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Different kinds of ceiling 
mount attachments 


You will now need 
to adjust the focus 
and the zoom for 
image sharpness, 
and also perform keystone 
correction such as trapezoidal 








Epson EMP-SiH 


Some dos and don'ts of buying a projector: 

LCD Or DLP: If your usage is more document-oriented rather 
than multimedia-oriented, you won't notice much difference 
between DLP and LCD projectors. The higher contrast ratios 
offered by DLP make it much more convenient to use your 
projector in less-than-ideal light. 

Brightness: The brightness is an extremely important aspect of 
a projector's performance. As a thumb rule, the brighter the 
projector, the better the image. In most cases, for a regular 
room, a 1000-lumen projector will work just fine. For a larger 
room or a larger size of the projected image, a brighter projec- 
tor is required, because the larger the image, the dimmer it 
appears. Conversely, as your room grows dimmer, the image 
projected becomes brighter and clearer. 

If you cannot buy a brighter (read: more expensive) projec- 
tor, then investing in a high-quality screen with high reflectivity 
is advised, as this will reduce the dimness of the image to a 
large extent. If you plan to use your projector primarily for 
PowerPoint presentations and for watching movies, you really 
don't need a really bright projector, as the amount of detail 
required to be shown here is fairly low. 

However, if you plan to use it for graphics and Excel spread- 
sheets that require a higher amount of detail, you need to get a 
brighter projector. As a general rule, the higher the brightness, 
the lesser the life of the projector. Almost all projectors will let 





and rotation corrections. 

Since the flexible arm can 
roll, pitch and yaw (swivel in 
three dimensions), you can use 
it to correct keystone 
discrepancies. In fact, you can 
also use software to achieve the 
same effect. 

Now, you view your 
favourite movies large and 
clear, without having the 
projector as your 
immediate neighbour! li 

aliasgar_pardawala@thinkdigit.com 





>> How To Buy A Projector 


you adjust the brightness, as a lower lumen value can signifi- 
cantly enhance the lamp life. 

Contrast Ratio: A higher contrast ratio allows you watch your 
movies with ease even in less than optimal light conditions. 
Also, a higher contrast ratio will improve colour shading. A low- 
end projector can make up for its relative lack of brightness by 
having a higher contrast ratio. 

Resolution: The higher the resolution, the higher the price. The 
most common projector resolutions are 800 x 600 and 1,024 x 
768, but you do get 1,280 x 1,024 and 1,600 x 1,200 projectors 
that are very expensive and meant for specialised uses. 

Throw Distance: The further you move a projector from a wall, the 
larger the screen area is. However, some projectors are equipped 
with wide-angle lenses that provide large image projections even 
if they are at a small distance from the screen—useful in places 
where there isn’t too much space available. 

What You Can Connect It To: It is advisable to have as many 
additional inputs as possible. Modern projectors incorporate 
multiple video and audio inputs such as digital input, HDTV 
input, S-video and composite inputs. Apart from these, if your 
projector has WiFi connectivity, so much the better. 

Size Matters: These days, you can get projectors as light as a 
laptop, though much thicker. It is, of course, advisable to get a 
projector that can be easily carried, but the smaller and more 
powerful the projector, the more expensive it is. 
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It's easy to 
get an 
Access 
Point or 
router and 
set upa 
connection, 
but that 
can be 
pretty 
expensive 


Aliasgar Pardawala and 
Varun Dubey 





on't you wish you could 

access stuff on your PC— 

and indeed, your 

broadband connection— 
from your laptop, without going 
through the hassles and the 
mess of metres of wires? 

It's very easy to get an 
Access Point or router and set 
up a connection, but remember 
it can be pretty expensive. 

The following is a step-by- 
step explanation of how you 
can turn your Wi-Fi card into 
an Access Point, and thus share 
data and an Internet 
connection over it. 

What's more, this is no 
tougher than taking time out 
on a lazy weekend to go 
shopping for an expensive and 
wholly unnecessary device! 


Setting Up A Wi-Fi Card 
As An Access Point 

Access points cost over 

Rs 5,000—an investment that 
doesn't make sense for a very 
small setup of, say, two PCs. 
There are cheaper alternatives 
that will be easier on your 
pocket. By ‘cheaper alternative’, 
we mean Wi-Fi cards, which can 
be PCMCIA-based for laptops, or 
PCI-based for desktops. 

In the following steps, we 
take you through the process 
of configuring a Wi-Fi card 
as an Access Point to which 
wireless clients can connect— 
and subsequently share an 
Internet connection and access 
shared resources. 

We used the SMC2802W PCI- 
based Wi-Fi card plugged into a 
desktop PC. It was configured as 
an Access Point to which Wi-Fi 
clients connected. 

Installing The Card 
EE: Switch off your system 
and remove the side 
cover. Locate an empty 





PCI slot. Plug in the Wi-Fi card. 
Close the cabinet and attach the 
detachable antenna to the card. 

Since Wi-Fi uses radio 
signals, line of sight is not an 
issue—but at the same time, 
make sure that the antenna is 
not in a corner; this might 
affect performance. 


Installing The 
Drivers 
^". Boot the system, and 


the card will be 
detected. Install the driver and 
utility that comes on the CD. 
You might have to restart the 
machine depending on the 
driver's requirements. 





The Configuration 

utility 

The utility installed for 

the card is where you can 
do most of the setup from. Since 
different manufacturers design 
their utilities differently, you will 
have to look at the different tabs 
on your card's utility to get the 
hang of it. It’s pretty simple with 
most cards—you can initialise 
the configuration/monitoring 
utility from the 'Start Menu' or 
from the Taskbar. 
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Configuring your Wi-Fi card 


Create A New 
TE Profile 
In the utility, you will 


need to create a new 





profile. Give it an appropriate 
name, and under the SSID field, 
type in “New SSID”, or anything 
else. Leave the channel to its 
default value, which is 11 in 
most cases if you have just one 
Wi-Fi setup. Save this profile and 
exit the utility. 
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Creating a Wi-Fi profile 


Producing An 
= IP Address 
You will need to give 


the network an IP 
address. To do this, go to the 
‘Control Panel’ and click the 
‘Network Connections’ tab. 
Select ‘Wireless Connection’ 
and right-click it. 

In the window that pops up, 
click ‘Properties’. This will 
open a new ‘Wireless Network 
Connection Properties’ window, 
where you'll see a TCP/IP field. 

Highlight it and click the 
‘Properties’ button. This will 
open a window where you can 
assign the IP address, subnet 
mask and DNS server. 
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The Give an appropriate IP 

. address and click on the 
technique subnet mask field once. This 
of ‘driving’ will fill the empty field with a 
around subnet mask. Click ‘OK’ and 
Ew exit the Control Panel. 


looking for 
Wi-Fi 
hotspots is 


termed as SERT ER A 
‘war WEEE 
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Check your IP information 


Your network SSID 





If all the settings are 
correct, you should be able to 
see the SSID—the one you 
typed in—highlighted in the 
utility after it scans for an 
available network. 


When you see the SSID 
highlighted, your Wi-Fi card 
has successfully been set up as 
an Access Point! W 


aliasgar_pardawala@thinkdigit.com 
varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 


NetStumbler is a neat tool made for the purpose of 
network scanning, and is a great addition to the arsenal of any 
network administrator worth his salt. This freeware utility 
is available for download from www.stumbler.net. It scans the 
surrounding area for available wireless connections within reach. 

Note, however, that just by scanning, you cannot expect to 
log on and surf using that connection. 

Using the utility is fairly simple. Install and run the utility, 
and click on the button on top that’s shaped like a ‘play’ button. 
This will start the ‘Scan’ mode for NetStumbler, and it will start 
scanning and recording data. 

The information 
provided is quite descriptive. 
It tells you about the 
Signal strength, and whether 
or not any encryption (WEP) 
is used. The SSID, too, 
is displayed. 

The display of the signal 
strength is particularly helpful for network administrators, as 
you can go around with a laptop and locate and mark dead 
spots or areas of poor signal strength. 

In fact, the advent of pocket PCs prompted the author of 
NetStumbler to come out with a version that works with hand- 
held PDAs that have Wi-Fi built in. This is called MiniStumbler, 
and can also be downloaded from www.stumbler.net. 

Windows XP can natively display signal strengths, but the 
information is not as accurate as that provided by NetStumbler. 








NetStumbler’s default view 


With NetStumbler, you also have the option of using GPS. 
If you have a Wi-Fi card with GPS capabilities, then you can run 
NetStumbler, enable 
I ese. 
pinpoint the location | “= TE 
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of the Access Point! 
The device 
requires absolutely no 
user input (apart from 
the click at the start!) 
and you can keep it 
running in the back 
seat of your car while 
you drive around the 
neighbourhood scouting for Wi-Fi hotspots. 





Ho mers 


The signal strength graph 
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Available active APs show up 


The technique of 'driving' around the neighbourhood look- 
ing for Wi-Fi hotspots is termed as 'war driving'. Whether war 
driving is ethical is an ongoing debate: say you leave your 
house door open-intentionally or unintentionally; are you thus 
inviting people to take what they want from inside? 
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MS PUBLISHER 


Basic Keyboard Shortcuts 
[Ctrl] + [Spacebar] 
removes all style 

formats from highlighted text 

Superscript: [Ctrl] + [=| 

Subscript: [Ctrl] + [Shift] + [=] 

Small Caps: [Ctrl] + 

[Shift] + [K] 

[Ctrl] + [Shift] + [F] accesses 

the font menu, the arrow 

keys select what you want, 
and [Enter| changes the 
selected text to that font 

[Ctrl] + [Shift] + [P] accesses 

the font size menu, the arrow 

keys select the size, and 

[Enter] enables the change 

[Ctrl] + [Shift] + [>] increases 

the font size by half a point 

[Ctrl] + [Shift] + [<] decreases 

the font size by half a point 

Move between the current 

page view and actual size 

view: [F9] 

Check spelling: [F7] 

Copy formatting: [Ctrl] + 

[Shift] [C] 

Paste formatting: [Ctrl] + 

[Shift] + [V] 

Return character formatting 

to the current text style: 

[Ctrl] + [Spacebar] 

End one line and begin 

another without starting a 

new paragraph: 

[Shift] + [Enter] 

Begin a new paragraph: 

[Enter] 

Nudge to the left: [Alt] 

+ [Left Arrow] 

Nudge up: [Alt] + [Up Arrow] 

Add a page after the current 

page: [Ctrl] + [Shift] + [N] 

Move between the 

background and the 

foreground page: [Ctrl] + [M] 

Go to page: [F5] 


Changing The Page Size 
You can start a new 
document of any page 

size, and even change an 

existing document to any 
page size you like. All you 
need to do is go to File > Page 

Setup, and under ‘Choose a 

Publication Layout’, select 

‘Special Size’. 

Under the option “(Choose 

a Publication Size’, select 

‘Custom’. You may then enter 

the physical dimensions of 

your printed piece making 
sure the orientation is 
correct. Once you finish, 
click ‘OK’. 


fips 


Tricks 


SECRETS THAT KEEP YOU AHEAD IN THE RACE 


GENERAL TIPS 
MS Publisher 
Dreamweaver 

MS Excel 

MS Outlook 

MS PowerPoint 
FrontPage 


The Nudge Option 

In order to achieve a 
high degree of control 
over the positioning of 
objects on the page, use the 
‘Nudge’ option. Just select the 
object you need to move and 
use [Alt] + [Arrow key] (up, 
down, right, or left), and your 
object will move one pixel for 
each keystroke. Use Arrange > 
Nudge to change the 
increment of movement. 





Add a Reply Form To 
A Publisher 2000 
Publication 
Reply forms make it 
easy for your readers to 
respond to a survey, sign up 
for an event, or place an 
order. Add a reply form from 
the Publisher 2000 Design 
Gallery to your brochures, 
newsletters, catalogues, 
Web sites, or other 
similar publications. 

In order to add a reply 
form to your publication, go 
to Insert > Design Gallery 
Object. Under ‘Categories’, 
click ‘Reply Forms’. Now, 
double-click the reply form 
you want. Drag the reply 
form to the desired position 
in your publication, and 
resize if necessary. Be sure to 
replace any placeholder text, 
such as “First Question” and 
“Answer A”, with the 
appropriate text. 


30 MINUTES EXPERT 
Creating Your Own RSS Feed 43 
Create Home Videos 

Using WMM 46 





Use The Design Checker 
To Check For Missing Text 
Missing text often 

occurs when you resize 
a text frame after inserting 
text, or when you add a 
graphic that pushes text into 
an adjacent text frame. 
Adding a continued notice to 
a text frame can also cause 
missing text. Publisher 
indicates that text is missing 
by showing the text in the 
‘Overflow’ symbol at the 
bottom of a text frame when 
the frame is selected. Use the 
Design Checker to check your 
publication for missing text. 
It analyses your publication, 
stops at every text frame that 
contains text in the overflow 
area, and also suggests 
possible solutions. 

To run the Design 
Checker, go to Tools > Design 
Checker. To check your entire 
publication, click ‘All’; or, to 
check specific pages, click 
‘Pages’, and then type the 
page numbers in the ‘From’ 
and 'To' boxes. Click ‘OK’. 

Publisher checks the 
design, and displays a dialog 
box if it finds a problem. If 
you want to fix the problem, 
go to the publication, and 
make your changes; you don’t 
have to close the ‘Design 
Checker’ dialog box. When 
you've finished, click 
‘Continue’ to have Publisher 


continue checking your 
publication. If you don't want 
to fix the problem, click 
‘Ignore’ or ‘Ignore All’, and 
click ‘Continue’. Click ‘OK’. 


Get Your Publisher 
Files Together 

When you take your 

publication to another 
computer, you can be sure it 
looks the same on the other 
computer as it does on yours 
by including the fonts and 
graphics you used in your 
publication with the files you 
save. When you use the Pack 
and Go Wizard to pack your 
files, Publisher can include 
both fonts and graphics with 
your files. 

If you are taking your 
files to another computer on 
disk, Publisher automatically 
compresses and splits your 
files so they fit on multiple 
disks. Publisher also includes 
a program to unpack your 
files on the other computer. 
To start the Pack and Go 
Wizard, go to File > Pack and 
Go, and then click “Take to 
Another Computer’. The Pack 
and Go Wizard takes you 
through each step of the 
packing process. 


Keep An Object’s Centre 
In The Same Place 

To keep the centre of an 

object in the same place 
in your publication while you 
resize the object, click the 
object, then hold down [Ctrl] 
while you resize the object. 
Release the mouse button 
before you release [Ctrl]. 


Apply Text And Graphics 
Formatting Multiple Times 

If you have ever wanted 

to make several non- 
sequential words stand out by 
using a special font, or have 
ever wanted to change certain 
solid lines to dotted lines in 
graphics created with the 
drawing tools, you might not 
realise how easy it is. 

Instead of clicking the 
‘Format Painter’ button on 
the Standard toolbar every 
time you want to apply the 
new format, you can take 
advantage of the button’s 
‘sticky’ feature. 

First select the item 
whose format you would like 
to copy. To copy the selected 
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format to several items, 
double-click the ‘Format 
Painter’ button. The button 
stays selected, or ‘sticky’. 
Select the text or graphic 
where you want to apply the 
new format. When you have 
finished applying the format, 
click the ‘Format Painter’ 
button again or press [Esc]. 


Change How Text Wraps 
Around A Graphic 

You can adjust the 

amount of whitespace 
between text and a piece of 
clip art, scanned 
photographic image, or any 
other graphic in Publisher. 

To change how text wraps 
around a graphic, click the 
graphic. On the Format 
menu, click ‘Picture Frame 
Properties’. Click ‘Picture 
Only’. Click ‘OK’. On the 
Formatting toolbar, click the 
‘Edit Irregular Wrap’ button. 
Grab the picture handles that 
surround the graphic until 
the space between the text 
and the graphic is the way 
you want it. 

To add additional Adjust 
handles, hold down [Ctrl] and 
click where you want the new 
handle to appear. To delete a 
handle, hold down [Ctrl] + 
[Shift] and click the handle. 
Once that is completed, click 
anywhere on the page. 


Make Alignment A Snap 
Align objects in 
Publisher without 

hassling over your mouse. 

Click Arrange > Rules guides 

and choose either ‘Add 

Horizontal Ruler Guide’ or 

‘Add Vertical Ruler Guide’. To 

move the guide, hold [Shift] 

and drag the guide to the 
position you want. Click 

Tools > Snap to Guides. Now 

any object you move near the 

guide will snap to the grid 
and be automatically aligned. 





DREAMWEAVER 


Close Some Panels 
Dreamweaver by default 
comes with all the 

panels (or ‘palettes’) open, 

taking up all the space on 
your screen, and making the 
program hard to use. Since 
you need only a few of these 
panels, open the panels listed 
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below and close all others (all 
panels are listed in the 
Window menu. You can 
always open them again later 
through the Window menu). 
So, keep the following panels 
open: Objects, Properties, Site 
Files, CSS Styles, History. 


HTML Styles 
Don’t use ‘HTML Styles’. 
HTML Styles aren’t real 
stylesheets; they are good 
only for one-time formatting. 
If you use real style sheets— 
CSS (Cascaded Style Sheets) 
Styles—you can change a style 
anytime you want and the 
change will be automatically 
applied to every instance 
of the style. 


Add An Extra Space 
Between Items 

To add an extra space 

between items in a 
bulleted list, place your 
cursor at the end of the item 
and press [Shift] + [Enter] 
twice. This adds two «BR» 
tags after the list item instead 
of adding another <LI> tag. 
Or, if you are familiar with 
CSS, control the spacing in 
your style sheet. 


Break Out Of A List 

Pressing [Enter] when in 

a list gives you a new 
bullet instead of a plain 
paragraph. With your cursor 
at the unwanted bullet, go to 
the ‘Properties’ panel, and 
deselect the bulleted list 
button. Also, deselect the 
numbered list button for 
numbered lists. 


Add Space Around Items 
In A Table 
LJ Select the whole table 
(the easiest way is to 
click on the «table» tag in the 
bottom of the Dreamweaver 
window). With the table 
selected, go to the ‘Properties’ 
panel, increase the cell 
padding and cell spacing 
until the table looks the way 
you want it to appear. 


Break Only To The 
Next Line 
Unlike a word processor, 
Dreamweaver inserts 
‘two paragraph spaces’ (two 
lines) when you press [Enter], 
as Dreamweaver is writing 
HTML as you type, and HTML 


works a little differently. 
Pressing [Enter] creates a 
paragraph (<P>) tag, leaving a 
blank line after the preceding 
paragraph. To break to the 
next line without creating an 
extra line space, press [Shift] 
+ [Enter], which creates a 
break (<BR>) tag. 


Controlling The Size Of A 
New Window 

A new browser window 

is usually the same size 
as the original browser 
window containing your site. 
This can be confusing for 
some novice Web users. 

To make navigation as 
simple and straightforward as 
possible, you may want to set 
the new browser window to a 
smaller size. You can do so 
using the ‘Open Browser 
Window’ behaviour. To use 
the behaviour, choose 
Window > Behaviors to 
display the ‘Behaviors’ 
palette. Then, select the link 
in your HTML document. 

Next, select ‘Open 
Browser Window’ from the 
‘Behavior’ menu. In the 
resulting dialog box, enter 
the URL of the link and set 
the desired width and height 
of the new window. Click 
‘OK’. At this point, when the 
user clicks the link, a small 
window opens with the 
linked page. 


Allowing The User To 
Resize A Window 
Dreamweaver makes it 
very simple to set the 
new window so the user can 
resize it. Simply use the 
‘Open Browser Window’ 
behaviour. To do so, choose 
Window > Behaviors. In the 
‘Behavior’ palette, choose 
‘Open Browser Window’. 
In the resulting dialog box, 
now select the ‘Resize 
Handles’ checkbox. 


Viewing The Head Section 
Dreamweaver places a 
Title and a Metatag 
element in the Head section 
of an HTML document. These 
elements are normally 
invisible while you view the 
page in Dreamweaver 
WYSIWYG (What You See Is 
What You Get) mode. 
However, you can set 
Dreamweaver to display 
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Make Text Wrap Around 
An Image 

Place the image just before 
the text (whether you want 
the image to sit on the left 
or right of the page). Then, 
select the image. In the 
‘Properties’ panel, select 
either 'Align Left' or 

‘Align Right’. 








elements in the Head section 
of your HTML document. To 
do so, choose View > Head 
Content. Dreamweaver 
creates a frame in the page 
window and displays the 
items in the Head section. 
Now, you can add, modify, or 
delete these items. 

To modify an item, first 
choose Window > Properties 
to display the ‘Properties’ 
palette. After that, select 
the ‘Head’ object and modify 
the values displayed in the 
‘Properties’ palette. 


Cleaning Up Word 
HTML Documents 
Microsoft Word can save 
documents in the HTML 
format. However, the HTML, 
XML, and CSS code that Word 
generates is geared more to 
format and display 
documents in Word than to 
display the HTML file in a 
typical Web browser. Because 
of its complexity, it’s a good 
idea to clean up the Word- 
generated HTML code. 

Moreover, Dreamweaver 
can instantly remove the 
extraneous Word-generated 
HTML code. To do so, launch 
Dreamweaver and choose File 
> Import > Import Word 
HTML. In the resulting dialog 
box, select your Word- 
generated HTML file and 
click ‘OK’. 

At this point, you can 
choose to customise the 
cleanup process by selecting 
options from a series of 
checkboxes that Dreamweaver 
displays in the ‘Clean Up 
Word HTML dialog box. 

When you are ready, 
click ‘OK’. Then, 
Dreamweaver scrubs the 
imported Word HTML 
document clean of the Word- 
generated HTML code. 
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SS stands for Really 

Simply Syndication, 
and allows you to do just 
that—distribute headlines 
and other Web content. 

A family of XML file 
formats for Web 
syndication, RSS is used by 
news Web sites and Web 
slogs. With Firefox 
clocking nearly 50 million 
downloads and 
incorporating native RSS 
feed support, no Web site 
or blog owner can afford 
to ignore the power of RSS 
(kindly ignore any 
political connotation)! 

There are many Web 
sites (for instance, 
www.feedforall.com) that 
do it for you for free. But 
if you are the do-it- 
yourself technology buff 
(we know you are dear 
reader!), we will teach you 
how to create your very 
own RSS feed from 
scratch! As they say, no 
pain, no gain! 


The Essentials 
You need to have a 
simple text editor, 


(even notepad will do the 
job), and of course, a Web 
site or a blog! 


Te There is no need to 
feel apprehensive 
at the mention of the 
word ‘code’, it’s extremely 
simple and if you know 
HTML, it’s ridiculously 
easy! Here is a sample of a 
simple RSS Script— 

«rss version-"2.0"» 

«channel» 

«title» Nutswork:Latest 
Stuff</title> 

<link>http://www.nuts 
work.net</link> 

<description>Ferrari 
News</description> 

<image> 

<title>Ferrari 





The Code 





News</title> 

<url>http:/[www.nutsw 
ork.net/logo.gif</url> 

<link>http://www.nuts 
work.net/</link> 

</image> 

<item> 

<title>Imola Race 
Results</title> 

<description>The Race 
Results for the 2005 San 
Marino Grand 
Prix</description> 

<link>http://www.nuts 
work.net/f1/2005/imola/rac 
e.html</link> 

</item> 

</channel> 

</Tss> 


m. Understanding 
wi The Tags 

The first tag is the 
<rss> tag, where you specify 
the standards of coding to 
which the script 
conforms. We will be 
using the latest 
standard—‘2.0’. 

The second tag is 
<channel>. This tag 
incorporates all the 
data of your RSS feed. 
The <title>, <link> 
and <description> 
tags tell the feed 
reader the topic your 
feed pertains to, and 
the Web site with which the 
feed is associated. 

All tags discussed so far 
are mandatory but the 
<image> tag is optional. If 
you don’t put this in your 
RSS file, you will simply get 
a text-only feed, which is ok 
but it’s better to have your 
Web site icon on the feed! 

We now come to the 
part you will be editing 
frequently—the headlines 
you want visitors to notice! 
Every headline in your 
feed is wrapped inside the 
<item> tag. 

Inside, you have the 
<title> tag. Whatever you 
put in here will be seen by 
subscribers to the feed. If 
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you have used the RSS feed 
reader in Firefox, then it's 
the content in this tag that's 
visible when you click on 
your bookmarks. 

Next, you have the 
«description» tag. This is a 
brief description of the 
article that the «title» tag 
links to. Then of course, you 
have the <link> tag, the link 
of the article. Finally, you 
have the closing tag for the 
headline as </item>. You can 
also repeat the «item» tag 
for as many items as you 
want, to get as many 
headlines you require. 

Every time you would 
like to add a new headline, 
just add a new «item»? tag 
on top of your earlier «item» 
tags. See to it that you don't 
add too many headlines 
without removing the 


d 
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*Live bookmarks': Automatic RSS feeds 


earlier ones as this could 
make your feed too big and 
slow it down. 


Optional 
` Elements 
| — So far, all the 


aforementioned elements 
are required for your feed to 
work properly. There are 
quite a few elements that 
you can add. Consider, 
«author». You can put your 
email address in this tag. 
Similarly you can have 
<pubDate> to signify the 
publication date. At the 
same time, keep in mind 
that the date must conform 
to the time specifications of 
RFC 822, i.e., it should be in 








Creating Your Own RSS Feed 


With a program that reads RSS feeds you can add more traffic to your portal or blog 


the following format: 
Sun, 22 Aug 1983 00:00:01 


GMT 
im Your Web Page 
Since RSS is 
essentially an XML 
(eXtensible Markup 
Language) file, we need to 
tell the RSS reader as much. 
Hence, you should add the 
following as your first and 
foremost line in the 
document: 
<?xml version-"1.0" 
encoding-"utf-8" ?> 
Note: This tag is not closed 
in the end i.e., there is 
no «[xml» 

Next, you need to save 
this file with an xml 
extension. Say, myfeed.xml 

Now that your feed is 
ready, your next goal is to 
tell Web browsers that it 
exists! So you need to 
incorporate the following 
lines into the <head> tag of 
your Web page— 
<link rel=“alternate” type- 
"application/rss*xml" title= 
“My RSS Feed” href= 
“http://www.nutswork.net/m 
yfeed.xml”> 
Whatever you put in the 
title= “ ” field is displayed 
when someone clicks on 
your subscribe button. 

That’s all there is to it 
really! Your RSS is ready to 
roll! Or should we say, you 
can now Roll Your Rss! 

If you have incorporated 
it in your Web page header, 
then you need not worry as 
compatible browsers will 
detect it automatically. 

However, for users of IE 
(since IE does have an in- 
built RSS reader), you need 
to show them your feed. 

To do this, you can 
download any of the 
available RSS or XML images 
available online, and put the 
location of your RSS file as 
the image link. 

varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 
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Sort By More Than 
Three Columns 

Excel's sort feature only 

allows it to nominate up 
to three columns to sort by. 
The key to this is sorting by 
the last key first and working 
back to the first key. Say your 
data is in Columns A:E, and 
you want to sort by A, B, C, D 
then E. Select all the columns 
A:E. Go to Data > Sort > Sort 
by C then by D then by E. 
Click ‘Sort’. Now again with 
Columns A:E selected, go to 
Data > Sort > Sort by A then 
by B. Click ‘Sort’. 





Entering Named Ranges 
Into Formulas 

When you write a 

formula, sometimes you 
want to use a Named Range 
as one of the arguments for 
the formula, but you cannot 
remember the name. 

In these cases, simply 
press [F3] when you reach the 
argument that you want the 
Named Range in, and Excel 
will display the ‘Paste Name’ 
dialog. Click the name you 
want, and click ‘OK’. 


Catching Formula Errors 
Whenever typing one of 
Excel’s functions, 

especially nested ones, into a 

cell, use lowercase. This way 

when you press [Enter], Excel 
will capitalise only the names 
of the functions you have 
entered correctly. 


Transpose Formulas 
Without The Reference 
Changing 

In cell A1 of sheet 2, put 

“=Sheet1!A1”. Copy this 
a maximum of 255 rows. Now 
with the formulas selected, 
go to Edit > Replace, and 
Replace “=” with “#”. Now 
select and copy cell B1, go to 
Edit > Paste special, and 
choose “Transpose’. Delete 
column A, and with row 1 
selected, go to Edit > Replace, 
and Replace “#” with “=”. 


Display Or Hide Scrollbars 
Go to Tools > Options > 
View. Select or clear the 

‘Horizontal scroll bar’ 

checkbox and ‘Vertical scroll 

bar’ checkbox. 
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Add Colour To Sheet Tabs 
First select the sheets 
you want to colour. On 

the ‘Format’ menu, point to 

‘Sheet’, and then click ‘Tab 

Color’. You can also right- 

click on the sheet tab and 

then click “Tab Color’. Click 
on the colour you want and 
click ‘OK’. 


Four Conditional 
Formatting Options 

Conditional formatting 

in Excel allows for three 
conditions. However, by 
setting up conditions 
correctly—from least to most 
restrictive—you can really 
allow for four conditions, 
when the default formatting 
of the cell is considered. 

For example, say you 
want to add colour to your 
data in the following 
manner. You have four 
ranges, with fill colours Red, 
Yellow, Green and Black 
respectively. The four ranges 
are “Less than or equal to - 
25”, “Between 0 and -25”, 
“Between 0 and 25”, and 
“Over 25”. This can be 
achieved by doing 
the following. 

First select your range of 
cells. Click ‘Conditional 
Formatting’ on the ‘Format’ 
menu. Under ‘Condition 1’, 
in the first two boxes, choose 
‘Cell Value Is’ and ‘less than 
or equal to’ respectively. 
Then type the value “-25” in 
the third box. Now click the 
‘Format’ button, choose a red 
fill colour from the ‘Patterns’ 
tab, and click ‘OK’. Click 
‘Add’. Under ‘Condition 2’, 
choose between in the 
second box, type the values 
“0” and “-25” in the third 
and fourth boxes, and then 
choose a yellow fill format. 
Click ‘Add’ again. 

Under ‘Condition 3’, 
choose ‘Between’ in the 
second box, type the values 
^0" and “25” in the third and 
fourth boxes, and then 
choose a green fill format. 
Click ‘OK’ to close the 
‘Conditional Formatting’ 
dialog box. Finally, while 
your range is still 
highlighted, choose a black 
fill from the colour palette. 
Your range is now pseudo- 
conditionally formatted to 
cover all four cases! 





Change Cell 
Background Colour 


Using VBA D EN UN 


To modify the 
background 
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Excel) in this way, 


Changing gridline colour in Excel 





for example: 
ActiveCell.Interior.ColorIndex 
= 36 Instead of ‘ColorIndex’, 
you can use ‘Color’. In this 
example, you are colouring 
cells A1 through A6: 
Range(“A1:A6”).Interior.Color 
= RGB(200,160,35) 


View Multiple Sheets 
Or Workbooks 

To view multiple sheets 

or workbooks at the 
Same time, open the 
workbooks you want to view. 
To view multiple sheets in the 
active workbook, click ‘New 
Window’ on the ‘Window’ 
menu. Switch to the new 
window, and then click a 
sheet you want to view. 
Repeat for each sheet you 
want to view. On the 
‘Window’ menu, click 
‘Arrange’. Under ‘Arrange’, 
click the option you want. 

In order to view sheets in 
only the active workbook, 
select the ‘Windows of active 
workbook’ checkbox. 


Change The Colour Of 
Cell Gridlines 

Select the sheets on 

which you want to 
change the gridline colour. 
Go to Tools > Options, and 
then click the ‘View’ tab. 
Under ‘Window options’, 
click the colour you want 
in the ‘Color’ box. To use 
the default gridline colour, 
click ‘Automatic’. 


Change The Hole Size In 
A Doughnut Chart 
Click a data series in the 
doughnut chart you 
want to change. On the 
‘Format’ menu, click ‘Selected 
Data Series’, and then click 
the ‘Options’ tab. In the 
‘Doughnut hole size’ box, 
type a value between 10 


and 90 to specify the 
diameter of the hole. 


Change The Plotting 
Order Of Data Series 

Click a data series in the 

chart you want to 
change. To change the 
plotting order of data series 
in a surface chart, click a 
legend key. On the ‘Format’ 
menu, click ‘Selected Data 
Series’ or ‘Selected Legend 
Key’, and then click the 
‘Series Order’ tab. 

In the ‘Series order’ box, 
click the series you want to 
move. To place the series in 
the order you want, click 
‘Move Up’ or ‘Move Down’. 


Change The Cell Range 
A Chart Is Based On 

Click the chart you want 

to change. On the 
‘Chart’ menu, click ‘Source 
Data’, and then click the 
‘Data Range’ tab. Make sure 
the entire reference in the 
‘Data range’ box is selected. 

On the worksheet, select 

the cells that contain the 
data you wish to appear in 
the chart. If you want the 
column and row labels to 
appear in the chart, include 
the cells that contain them in 
the selection. 
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Display Non-consecutive 
Dates 

The Outlook Calendar 

displays dates 
consecutively—usually in 
single week or month view. 
But sometimes it’s useful to 
see several non-consecutive, 
key dates at a glance. For 
example, if you met with the 
same client on January 12 


and 19, March 31, and April 4, 
you might want to view those 
dates in a single pane, giving 
you easy access to meeting 
summaries, attachments, and 
lists of attendees. 

To view non-consecutive 
dates, on the right side of the 
window in the Date Navigator 
(the small calendar that 
displays the current month), 
click the first date you want 
to view. Then, while holding 
down [Ctrl], click any other 
dates you want to view. To 
remove a date, click it again. 

You can display up to 14 
non-consecutive days. 


Save Multiple 
Attachments 
Simultaneously 

When you receive an 

Outlook message 
containing several attached 
files, you don't have to open 
and save each file separately. 
You can save multiple 
attachments to the same 
location in a single step. 

Click ‘Save Attachments’ 
on the ‘File’ menu. When the 
‘Save All Attachments’ dialog 
box opens, click OK. Then 
select the folder where you 
want to save the files, and 
click ‘OK’. 

When you use this 
shortcut, you must save all 
the files to the same folder. 
To save each attachment to a 
different folder, you will need 
to save them individually. 


Calendar-Viewing 
Shortcuts 
In Outlook Calendar, do 
the following: 
Press [Alt] + [-] to display 
the current week. 
Press [Alt] + [=] to display 
the current month. 


Use vCards 

Outlook supports the 

use of vCards, the 
Internet standard for creating 
and sharing virtual business 
cards. By adding a vCard to 
your e-mail signature, you 
can easily include your 
business contact information 
with every e-mail message 
you send. 

If you receive a vCard and 
would like to save the 
information it contains, 
simply double-click it, and it 
will open as a contact item 


that you can easily save to 
your Contacts folder. 

To include a vCard with 
your e-mail signature, go to 
Tools > Options, and then 
click the ‘Mail Format’ tab. 
Under ‘Signature’, click 
‘Signatures’, and then click 
‘New’. Select the options you 
want, and then click ‘Next’. 
Under ‘vCard options’, select 
a vCard from the list or click 
‘New vCard from Contact’. 


Get Rid Of Space-Stealing 
Files In Outlook 

When it’s time to clean 

up their mailboxes, 
most people have trouble 
finding and deleting the 
messages that take up the 
most space, such as those 
with large attachments. 
Here’s a fast way to expose 
the space stealers hiding in 
your Outlook folders. 

To create a customised 
search file in Outlook, go to 
Tools > Advanced Find, and 
then click the ‘More Choices’ 
tab. In the ‘Look for’ box, 
click ‘Messages’. In the Size 
list, click ‘greater than’, and 
then type a number such as 
500 (for files that are 500 
kilobytes or larger). Select the 
remaining search options you 
want, and click ‘Find Now’. 

When the search is 
complete, you can save it as a 
shortcut. Here’s how: click 
‘Save Search’ on the ‘File’ 
menu of the ‘Advanced Find’ 
dialog box, and save it 
somewhere you can find it 
easily later, such as your 
desktop. Then, the next time 
you want to run this search, 
just double-click the shortcut. 


Colour-Code 
Your Calendar 

In your Outlook 

Calendar, you can use 
colours to help you manage 
your appointments. For 
example, you can choose 
colours with predefined 
labels such as “Personal”, 
“Needs Preparation,” or “Must 
Attend”; or, you can create 
your own labels. Here’s how. 

To colour an appointment 

or meeting with a predefined 
label, click ‘Calendar’. Right- 
click an appointment or 
meeting, point to ‘Label’ on 
the shortcut menu, and then 
click a colour-coded label in 
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the list. To remove the colour 
from the appointment or 
meeting, in the ‘Label’ list, 
click ‘None’. 

To create your own 
coloured label, click 
‘Calendar’. Right-click an 
appointment or meeting, 
point to ‘Label’ on the 
shortcut menu, and then 
click ‘Edit Labels’. Pick the 
colour you want to rename, 
type in your new label name, 
and click ‘OK’. 


Find Related Messages 
In Outlook 

Do you end up scanning 

Outlook folders to find 
messages previously sent or 
received as part of an 
extended e-mail conversation? 
Outlook can find and display 
these messages, if they are 
part of the same conversation 
string: select one of the 
messages in the e-mail 
conversation. On the ‘Actions’ 
menu, point to ‘Find All’, and 
click ‘Related Messages’. 

You can also use a 
shortcut to find related 
messages. When you open an 
e-mail message you have 
already replied to, a yellow 
information bar indicates the 
date and time you replied to 
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Using a message in a thread, you 
can find all related messages 





the message, and provides a 
link you can use to find all 
related messages. Click the 
information bar to view 
related messages. In Outlook 
2002, the bar also indicates if 
the sender is currently 
online, and if that sender is 
an Instant Messenger contact. 


Return Meeting 
Responses To The 
Right Person 
Most administrative 
assistants have 
permission to send meeting 
requests from their bosses' 
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About Using More Than 
One Guide 

If you like using guides, and 
wish there were more, you 
can create additional guides 
by simply holding down [Ctrl] 
while dragging on an existing 
guide. This will create a new 
guide. To get rid of guides, 
just drag them off the edge 
of the slide. 





accounts—but sometimes, 
responses to those meeting 
requests end up in their 
bosses' mailboxes. Here's a 
way to return responses to 
the administrative assistant. 

You can grant someone 
permission to send e-mail 
requests for you by using the 
‘Delegate Access’ feature: go 
to Tools > Options, click the 
‘Delegates’ tab, and click 
‘Add’. With that done, it's 
easy to specify that responses 
be returned to that person as 
a delegate. 

To return responses to 
delegates, go to Tools > 
Options, and then click the 
‘Delegates’ tab. Select ‘Send 
meeting requests and 
responses only to my 
delegates, not to me’. 


Open, Dismiss, Or Snooze 
Multiple Reminders 

Did you know that you 

could act on more than 
one reminder at a time in 
Outlook 2002? Your 
reminders are listed in the 
‘Reminders’ window, which is 
accessible from the ‘View’ 
menu. From there you can 
open, dismiss, or ‘snooze’ 
multiple reminders with a 
single click. 

To work with multiple 
reminders, first select the 
first reminder. Hold down 
[Ctrl]. Select any additional 
reminders. Click ‘Open Item’, 
‘Dismiss’, or ‘Snooze’. 


MS POWERPOINT 


Making Auto-Fit Text Stop 
Auto-Fitting 
To turn this feature off, 
go to Tools > Options, 
click on the ‘Edit’ tab, and 
uncheck ‘Autofit text to 
text placeholder’. 
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The configuration window for the video device 
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So you got yourself a brand new 
camcorder? And you need to share 
your videos with family by burning 
VCDs and distributing them? We get 
into the nitty-gritty of WMM so you 
can do just that—rest assured, 30 
minutes of familiarisation is all 

it'll take! 


What You'll Need 

A camcorder, a TV tuner card if you 
have an analogue camera, and 
Windows Movie Maker (WMM), 
which comes pre-installed with 
Windows XP. You may want to 
download WMM2, which is the 
updated version, from 
www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/dow 
nloads/updates/moviemaker2.mspx 

Note that WMM2 comes bundled 
with XP Service Pack 2. The key 
difference between WMM1 and 
WMM2 is that WMM2 allows you to 
burn a CD in the WMV or 
HighMat formats. 

However, HighMat does not enjoy 
widespread support, so you’re better 
off burning a simple VCD using 
third-party software such as Nero or 
Easy CD. The other difference is the 
added effects. Everything else is 
essentially the same. 


Firing Up Movie Maker 

To start the program, 

navigate to Start > All 
Programs > Accessories > Windows 
Movie Maker. 


—- Configuring The 
"d Audio/Video Devices 


To configure your video 
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device in the software, you may click 
‘Change Device’, and you will get a 
configuration window where Video: 
will show the various video capture 
devices available (if you have multiple 
TV tuners or FireWire ports. 

In the latter case, you will need to 
have the camera connected to it, 
otherwise the FireWire port will 
not show up.) 

Choose the appropriate video and 
audio devices and the correct linein 
settings if you are using a TV tuner (as 
opposed to a FireWire connection). 


Encoding 

On clicking ‘OK’, you will 

return to the previous screen 
where you can make adjustments to 
the quality. If after setting the quality 
to High Quality you are not satisfied, 
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WMM automatically generates clips for you! 





we recommend you click 'other' 
and select 'Video for broadband 
NTSC (768Kbps)’. 

The automatic clip creation 
feature works really well. What it 
essentially does is, it detects scene 
changes, and saves each scene as a 
separate video file, or clip, so you 
need not cut out different video clips 
or leave too much gap in between the 
different recordings. 


.— Now you need to play the 

STE video file on your camcorder 
(if you connected via an S- 

Video cable or a regular A/V cable). 

In case, you've connected via 
FireWire, you'll get the controls on 
the software itself—now you can 
play and record the movie 
from there. 





Create Home Videos Using WMM 


Use Windows Movie Maker to cut Oscar winners from your camcorder recordings! 


Jm Once you've got all the 
ui contents onto the clip area, 
and you can see the various 
clips, you are ready to create your 
movie. Browse through the various 
clips and drag and drop the suitable 
ones onto the timeline area below. 
The neat thing about the timeline 
and clipping is that you can entirely 
change the order of the video! 





After you have the various 
clips on the timeline, you 
can, if you want, edit out 
unrequired stuff from the clips to 
make the movie crisp and fast-paced. 





After you’ve satisfactorily 
nipped and tucked your 
movie, you can preview the 
entire thing by clicking the first clip 
on the timeline and hitting ‘Play’ in 
the preview area. 

If all is well and you’re happy 
with the results, you’re ready to save 
the movie file. 





Click on the ‘Save Movie’ 
button on top, and select the 
proper resolution. 
Remember, the higher the 
resolution, the more time your 
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Save your movie at the proper resolution 


movie will take to save, and 

obviously, it'll occupy more space. 
That's all there is to it, your 

very own home video is ready! Now 

just burn a VCD using your favourite 

burning software, and share all 

those precious moments! 

varun_dubey@thinkdigit.com 





Using Ctrl-Drag To Copy 
You can quickly make a 
copy of any object by 

holding down [Ctrl] while you 

drag on the object. You will 
then ‘drag off a new copy. 


Using Guides To Measure 
Make the Guides visible 
by clicking View > 

Guides. Then, hold down 

[Shift] while you click and 

hold a guide; the tool-tip for 

the guide will display “0:00”. 

As you move the guide, 
the distance the guide covers 
from the beginning of the 
drag will be displayed in the 
units of your ruler. In this 
way, you can measure 
distances between objects, 
place guides at specific 
places, and so on. 


Selecting Small Or 
Covered Objects 

Hit [Esc] to ensure that 

nothing is current 
selected. Next, repeatedly hit 
[Tab], which will toggle you 
through a selection of all of 
the objects on a slide. This is 
useful to select very small 
objects, or those objects 
covered up by larger ones. 


Change How A Linked Or 
Embedded Object Appears 
Select the linked object 
or embedded object you 
would like to change. On the 
‘Edit’ menu, point to the 
object, for instance, 
"Worksheet Object’—and click 
‘Convert’. Follow any one: 
If you want to display the 
content, clear the ‘Display as 
icon' checkbox. 
If you want to display as an 
icon, select the ‘Display as 
icon’ checkbox. 


Control How Linked 
Objects Are Updated 

Go to Edit > Links. Click 

the linked object you 
want to update. To select 
multiple linked objects, hold 
down [Ctrl] while you click 
each object. Now do one or 
more of the following: 

(a) Change a linked 
object’s setting to automatic 
or manual updating: to 
update a linked object each 
time you open the file that 
contains it—or any time the 


object changes while the file 
is open—click ‘Automatic’ or 
‘Automatic update’. To update 
a linked object only when you 
click Update Now, click 
‘Manual’ or ‘Manual update’. 

(b) To manually update a 
linked object when you 
choose, click linked object, 
then click ‘Update Now’. 

(c) To break a connection 
to a linked object, click ‘Break 
Link’. After you break the 
connection to a linked object, 
you must reinsert it into your 
file to reconnect. 

(d) To reconnect a linked 
object when the source file 
moves or is renamed, click 
‘Change Source’. In the ‘File 
name’ box, enter the name of 
the file to which you want to 
reconnect the linked object. If 
you don’t see the file you 
want, select a different folder 
in the ‘Look in’ box. 


Using A PDF File 

You cannot insert a PDF 

file into PowerPoint as 
an embedded object. You can, 
however, link to a PDF file 
from within a presentation 
using hyperlinks: select the 
text or object you want to use 
to link to the PDF file. On the 
‘Insert’ menu, click 
‘Hyperlink’. Under ‘Link to’, 
click ‘Existing File or Web 
Page’. Select the PDF file you 
want to link to, and click ‘OK’. 


Draw A Curve 
This tip is indicative of 
how to draw in 
PowerPoint. On the ‘Drawing’ 
toolbar, click ‘AutoShapes’, 
point to ‘Lines’, and then 
click ‘Curve’. Click where you 
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want the curve to start, and 
continue to move the mouse 
and click wherever you want 
to add a curve. To end the 
curve, double-click any time. 


Add Or Remove 
Arrowheads 

Instead of pasting or 

deleting arrowheads on 
lines, change the line style to 
reflect the format you want. 
Select the line you want to 
change. (You can only add an 
arrowhead to a line or 
connector line.) On the 
Drawing toolbar, do one of 
the following: 

(a) To add one or two 
arrowheads, click ‘Arrow 
Style’, and then click the style 
you want. 

(b) To remove all 
arrowheads, click ‘Arrow 
Style’, and then click ‘Arrow 
Style 1’. 


Flipping An Object 

This tip, again, is 

indicative of how to use 
the Drawing toolbar. Select 
the AutoShape, picture, clip 
art or WordArt that you want 
to flip. Then on the Drawing 
toolbar, click ‘Draw’, point to 
‘Rotate or Flip’, and then 
click ‘Flip Horizontal’ or 
‘Flip Vertical’. 


About Grouping And 
Ungrouping Objects 

When you use the 

Group commands, 
under ‘Draw’ on the Drawing 
toolbar, to group objects, you 
combine them so you can 
work with them as though 
they were a single object. You 
can flip, rotate, and resize or 








You cannot use a PDF file as an Embedded Object—but can link to one 
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scale all objects in a group as 
a single unit. You can also 
change the attributes of all 
objects in a group at one 
time—for example, you might 
change the fill colour or add 
a shadow to all objects in the 
group. Also, you can select 
an item within a group 

and apply an attribute, 
without ungrouping. 

You can also create 
groups within groups to help 
you build complex drawings. 
You can ungroup a group of 
objects at any time and then 
regroup them later. 

(a) To group objects, 
simply select the objects you 
want to group. Then on the 
Drawing toolbar, click 'Draw', 
then 'Group'. 

(b) To ungroup objects, 
select the group you want to 
ungroup. On the Drawing 
toolbar, click ‘Draw’, then 
click ‘Ungroup’. 

(c) To regroup objects, 
select any one of the objects 
that was previously grouped. 
Then on the Drawing toolbar, 
click ‘Draw’, and then 
click ‘Regroup’. 


FRONTPAGE 


Cool ‘Backward’ And 
‘Forward’ Links 
Say you have a Web site 
with a series of pages in 

a row. You could be showing 
slides, for example. It would 
be nice to have backward and 
forward arrows on each page. 
You can do it in FrontPage by 
inserting a little text into the 
HTML. It’s a simple JavaScript 
trick. Use this code: 

<FORM> 

<INPUT TYPE-"button" 
VALUE-"BACK" 
onClick="history.go(-1)”> 

<INPUT TYPE-"button" 
VALUE-"FORWARD" 
onCLick="history.go(1)”> 

</FORM> 


Using Themes 

What if you like the 

idea of Themes but 
don’t like the options 
available? Most of the themes 
that come with FrontPage 
have a very standard look to 
them. That just won’t do 
with something as personal 
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as a Web site. Your first 
option—and this works with 
both FrontPage 2000 and 
FrontPage 98—is to buy 

a theme from a third- 


party company. 

If you don't want to buy 
one, you can always design 
your own theme. FrontPage 
98 came with a theme 
designer program on the CD. 
But one of the more exciting 
options available in FrontPage 
2000 is the ability to edit an 
existing theme or create a 
new one from directly 
within FrontPage. 

You will notice there is a 
‘Modify’ button at the bottom 
of the ‘Themes’ dialog box. 
Clicking it will open up three 
options for editing: the 
Colours, the Graphics, and 
the Text. Modifying the 
colours lets you either pick a 
scheme for your theme, or 
lets you pick colours for the 
colour elements modified 
by a theme. 

The colour options are all 
on an Internet-safe palette. 
Modifying the graphics gives 
you a chance to replace or 
modify any graphic element 
on the theme. You can create 
your own elements in 
whatever graphics program 
you choose. The final option, 
Text, lets you modify or 
create the text elements 
of your theme. 

Once you are done 
modifying your theme or 
creating a new one, you 
simply click the ‘Save As’ 
button in the bottom of the 
‘Theme’ dialog box, and give 
it aname. 

Note that with Office 2000, 
themes are now used across 
the tools—Word, PowerPoint, 
Excel, and others. Consider 
making use of your new theme 
in everything you do. 


Use Folders Effectively 
Folders make your life 
easier, and have the 

added bonus of making 

navigation easier for your 
audience. It is easy to put 
everything into the root 
directory—and that is the 
program default—but in fact, 
you don’t have to, and there 
will come a point where you 
wish you didn’t. 

Web sites have a 
tendency to get large rather 
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quickly, and a little advance 
preparation is always worth 
the effort. 

Create a folder for every 
group of documents you'll 
have on your site. Put your 
images in one folder, your 
'about' information in 
another, and your documents 
in another. 

Label the folders and 
directories in a way that 
makes sense. There is simply 
no need to ever have to say, 
“Where did I put that file?" 

Use sub-folders as deep as 
you want if it makes sense. 
Remember, FrontPage keeps 
track of where every file is, 
so if you move a file from 
one folder to another, it will 
make sure the paths are 
correct. This is useful if you 
are contemplating if 
it would be worth it to 
organise that out-of-control 
Web site. 

Not only is this technique 
good for you, it's also easier for 
the viewer. If your site starts to 
make sense through the URL 
structure, they will have 
another navigation tool for 
your site—always a good idea. 


Quickly Find Clip Art 
When you open the 
‘Clip Art’ dialog box in 

either FrontPage 98 or 2000, 

there is an under- 

documented button that can 
make your life easier. Select 
the ‘Clips Online’ button— 

which, in FrontPage 98, 

resembles the Internet 

Explorer shortcut symbol in 

the lower right hand 

corner—to open up the Clips 

Online Web Site. 

The Web site will first 
ask you to agree to the 
EULA. You'll then be taken 
to a Web site that is updated 
on a regular basis, which is a 
searchable database of 
clipart, photos and sounds 
that are all usable as part of 
your FrontPage license. 

You can view clips by a 
number of categories or types, 
but the real value lies in the 
'search by' option where, you 
can enter a term on which 
you'd like to see some clip art. 
Considering the size of this 
database, you will surely find 
something. Once you do, you 
can either download it by 
selecting the piece, or 


checking each piece and 
downloading a collection in a 
shopping cart-type of format 
when you finish looking. 

If you select the piece 
directly, you will see the 
categories under which this 
piece was listed. You can 
select any of these categories 
to find other similar items. 
Use this feature if you are 
looking for a collection of 
similar pieces. 

FrontPage does all the 
work needed to transfer the 
file type to something 
readable on the Web, and 
Microsoft updates this site on 
a regular basis. 


Make Sure Your Site Works 
On All Browser Versions 
New to FrontPage 2000, 
and not well- 
documented, is the ability to 
choose the browser type and 
version as well as the server 
type that you wish to design 
your site for. To use this tool, 
open the ‘Compatibility’ Tab in 
the ‘Page Options’ dialog box. 
The browser's drop-down 
menu lets you choose between 
Netscape, IE, and WebTV, and 
combinations of the three. 

The ‘Browser Version’ 
drop down menu lets you 
pick the browser version type. 
The Server drop-down menu 
lets you pick the type of 
server you are designing the 
site for. Below this are a 
number of technologies that 
are either going to be 
supported or not depending 
on if the box is checked. 

You can check or uncheck 
any of these items. In case an 
item is not selected, you will 
not be able to create anything 
that uses that functionality. 
Not all browser types use the 
technologies on this dialog 
box. If you want to make sure 
that your site is as viewable 
on as my types of browsers as 
possible, deselect all the 
fancy options. 

It is important to note 
that this feature won’t 
prevent you from entering 
anything that uses these 
types of functions directly 
into the HTML. 


HTML Formatting And 

Optional Reformatting 
You can tell FrontPage 
2002 how your HTML 
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Make Sure Your Colours 
Can Be Seen 

There are dozens of 
different browsers out 
there. Not all of them use 
colour, but for those who do, 
you need what is known as a 
"Web Safe Pallette'. 

When you select the 
colour options anywhere 
from within FrontPage, the 
dialog box mentions ‘More 
Colors'. Clicking that button 
shows you several more 
colours available—it opens 
up the ‘More Colors’ dialog 
box. Everything in that box 
is a Web Safe colour. Any of 
those will work on any 
browser that displays colour. 





page should be formatted, 
from how many indents 
should come before each tag, 
or whether or not to use 
optional tags. 
By default, FrontPage 
preserves the formatting of 
existing HTML, but applies 
new HTML formatting to 
content you add to the 
existing page. HTML 
formatting is viewed in the — 
HTML pane. | 
The formatting options 
you choose will apply to all 
pages you create in 
FrontPage. New in FrontPage 
2002 is the ability to take a 
page that has been imported 
into your Web site and 
reformat it according to 
your preferences. 
In order to apply your 
HTML formatting preferences 
to a Web page, open it in 
FrontPage 2002 and perform 
the following: go to Tools > 
Page Options, and then click 
the HTML Source tab. Click 
‘Reformat using the rules 
below'. Then under X 
‘Formatting’, select the | 
options you want. 
For instance, if you would 
like all tags to appear as 
lowercase instead of 
uppercase, select “Tag names 
are lowercase’. 
Under Tags, select the tag 
and attributes you want. For 
example, select ‘Body’, and 
then change indent to 12 
spaces. FrontPage will change 
the HTML pages you create in 
FrontPage to use these 
formatting rules. K] 
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Your Questions, Our Answers 





Copy Protected? 


My PC's configuration is a Pentium 4 1.9 GHz, 
Intel 845G motherboard, 128 MB of RAM, Intel 
82845G graphics chipset with 32 MB video memory. 
| have a problem when copying CDs to my 
hard disk. Whenever I try to copy, | get an 
error message that reads: ^Data Error (Cyclic 
Redundancy Check)" and when I click ‘OK’, 
the error procedure cancels, and | cannot 
copy the data thereafter. How do I solve this 
problem? I have tried reinstalling the OS, but 
the error persists. | use Windows XP Home 
Edition. The error appears in all versions 
of Windows. 
Gurmail Chand 
Delhi 


The error you are experiencing is 
known as the CRC or 'Cyclic Redun- 
dancy Check’ fail error. This error occurs 
when the data being copied appears to 
have lost its integrity or is corrupt. In your case, 
there may be two possible reasons for the error to 
occur: either your CD media is damaged or your 
CD drive has developed a fault. You may check if 
it is the first by trying to copy files to the hard 
disk on another computer. Or, get the CD drive 
serviced at an authorised service centre. 


Mute Computer 


| have a Pentium IlI 700 MHz system with an 
Intel 815 motherboard, 128 MB of RAM and a 20 
GB hard drive with three partitions running Windows 
XP Professional. My problem is that I don't have my 
sound card drivers for XP. | searched the Intel Web 
site but found nothing. I have an AC 97 sound ALC100 
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Edit the PowerOffActive key in the registry 
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integrated sound card. Windows XP has installed its 

default drivers for my card, but the sound is very low 

even at full volume. My speakers are fine. Please tell 

me where can I get the drivers, and if possible, please 
include the drivers on the CD with the next issue! 

Bijesh K 

Thane 


The latest version of the driver for the 

ALC100 sound card is 3.71. You can down- 
load this driver from the RealTek Web site at 
http:// snipurl.com/86p8. The size of these drivers 
is 11,453 KB. After installing, you will be able to 
access the extended features of your sound card 
as well. Please install the latest version of DirectX 
for smooth functioning of this sound card along 
with the drivers. 


Write Error, Wrong Error? 


When I write CDs on my PC, after 90 per 
cent writing is completed, a write error 
occurs and the CD becomes unusable. 
Although not consistent, this is a frequent 
occurrence. This problem occurs once in three 
to four write attempts. In the process column 
it shows ‘Lead in’ and ‘Lead out’, and in the 
action column, ‘Failed’ when the error occurs. 
The problem occurs in Windows 98 and XP 
Professional. My PC configuration is: ASUS CD 
writer, AMD Athlon processor, 512 MB of RAM, 
80 GB hard disk, and the software used was 
Nero 5 and Nero 6 OEM version. I had also tried 
reinstalling the CD-Writing software. 
Mahendra Gajbhiye 
Indore 


Your problem could be caused by a variety of 

reasons. The most probable reason is that the 
brand of media you use might have a compatibil- 
ity issue with your writer. You could try using 
another brand and confirm this. Another reason 
is that your CD-Writer's lens might have become 
dirty. This may be cleaned using a CD cleaner disc. 
If the problem is not solved, you might try upgrad- 
ing the firmware for your CD-Writer. You may 
find the latest firmware for your CD-Writer from 
the ASUS Web site: www.asus.com/support/ 
support.aspx. 

If your drive is very old, the laser calibration 
could also have developed a fault. This is a result 
of the aging process of the CD writer and cannot 
be rectified. 


Anti-virus In Hiding? 


| own a Celeron 2 GHz Intel motherboard and 256 

MB of RAM running Windows XP SP2. Recently, | 

installed Avast 4.6 Home edition. But the Windows 

security centre doesn't detect my anti-virus and it 

alerts me to install an anti-virus. Why does this 
happen? How can | overcome this? 

T A Ravishankar 

Palghat, Kerala 


Avast 4.6 Home Edition and other anti-virus 

software are not recognised by the Windows 
Security Centre. Hence, many anti-virus manu- 
facturers have released newer versions of their 





products to make them compatible with 
Windows XP SP2. You need to upgrade to the 
latest version of Avast, which is 4.6.652. 


Always On 


| have a Pentium 3 733 MHz with 256 MB of 
SDRAM, an Intel 810 motherboard and a 
Seagate 40 GB hard disk. | use Windows XP. | have 
not been able to completely shut down my computer 
for the past few weeks. When I select try to shut 
down, Windows shuts down but my PC does not 
power down. Is there any way to re-enable my PC to 
completely power down? 
Parag Trivedi 
Nashik 


While starting your PC, enter the CMOS 

setup. This may be done by pressing the [Del] 
key on most PCs. In the BIOS, go to the ‘Power 
Options’ page and enable ‘Advanced 
Power Management’. Save the settings 
and restart the computer. 

Now, run Regedit. Go to 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Control 
Panel\Desktop. Edit the key ‘PoweroffAc- 
tive’ and give it a value of 1. Do the same in 
HKEY_USERS\.DEFAULT\Control Panel\ 
Desktop. Close Regedit and restart the 
computer. Now your PC will completely 
power down after you shut down Windows. 


Hide Folder 


| have a Celeron 1.2 GHz, Intel 815E 

motherboard, 128 MB of PC100 SDRAM, 

and a 20 GB hard disk with an nVidia Riva 

TNT2 M64 32 MB display card. | have Windows XP 

Professional with Service Pack 2 installed. | have 

also installed WinZip 9 on my computer. In Windows 

Explorer, the .zip files are still shown as folders. 1 
wish to turn this off. Is there any way to do this? 

Supriya Khambatkone 

Mumbai 


The feature of Windows XP/ME Explorer 

showing .zip files as folders is not affected 
by installing WinZip. You can turn this feature 
off by running a command as follows. Click Start 
> Run, enter “regsvr32/u zipfldr.dll" in the dialog 
box and press [Enter]. Restart Windows and you 
will notice that .zip files are no longer viewed as 
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folders. To re-enable this feature, just run this 
command at the command prompt: *regsvr32 
zipfldr.dll". 


Windows—A Non-Starter 


| have a Pentium 4 3.0 GHz, 512 MB of DDR RAM 

and an 80 GB hard drive with Windows XP. | 

have recently started getting an error message- 

“NTLDR not found"—during bootup, and I am not 

able to boot into Windows XP. Please help me as I do 

not wish to reinstall Windows and lose all my data 
and settings. 

Ashutosh Rane 

Panjim, Goa 


You have not specified whether you have 
FAT32 or NTFS on your boot drive. We shall 
assume that you have FAT32 on your boot drive, 
that is, the drive on which Windows resides. Just 
boot with a Windows 98 bootable floppy. 
Select the ‘Boot with CD-ROM’ support 
option and hit [Enter]. Insert the Windows 
XP CD into the CD-ROM drive. Copy NTLDR 
and NTDETECT.COM files from the i386 
folder of the CD to the root of the boot drive. 
If your boot drive has been formatted 
with NTFS, then first boot with the 
Windows XP CD. At the first ‘R=Repair’ 
option, press hit ‘R’. Press the number that 
corresponds to the correct location of the 
boot drive. If Windows is installed in the C: 
drive, this number is 1. Enter the adminis- 
trative password when prompted to do so 
and then enter the following commands: 
COPY X:\i386\NTLDR C: 
COPY X:\i386\NTDETEC.COM C^ 
Bear in mind that you will have to replace the 
letter ‘X’ with your CDROM’s drive letter. Take 
out the CDROM and type “exit”. This should fix 
your problem. 


Clean Title Bar 


| have Windows XP Home Edition with Service 

Pack 2 installed. My Internet Explorer 6 

window has title that goes like “Internet Explorer - 

provided by XYZ company”. | wish to restore the 
window title to the default. 

Aarti Gupte 

Indore 


A The Internet Explorer window title you are 
referring to is sometimes used by OEMs to 
brand their computers. You can easily get rid of it. 

Open Regedit. Go to HKEY CURRENT , USERS 
Software\Microsoft\Internet Explorer\Main, and 
in the right pane, search for a string named 
"Window Title’. You will be able to view the OEM 
branding next to this string. Delete this string 
to get rid of the window title. 


Where’s The Space? 


| use an AMD Athlon XP 2000+ laptop with 512 
MB of RAM and a 30 GB HDD single partition 
running Windows XP Professional SP2. Of late, | 
seem to be losing hard disk space on the sole parti- 
tion of my laptop. Once, when I transferred a file of 
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Catalogue CDs And DVDs Using XBaseCatalog 


Almost all of us who own CD and DVD-Writers have gone on a burning rampage over the 
past couple of years. Here's how to organise the results 


Jayesh Limaye 





DVD collection grows, we lose track of 

what has been stored on what disk. 
Remember when you searched for that very 
special MP3 song you burnt a long time ago? 
And didn't find it? 

That needn't happen again. There are 
software utilities that can index the contents 
of your CDs and DVDs into searchable cata- 
logues. OOBOX XBaseCatalog is one such soft- 
ware—here, we take a look at how it can be 
used to catalogue your disk collection. 

The OOBOX XBaseCatalog Standard 
evaluation version can be downloaded from 
www.oobox.com. It can catalogue Zip disks, 


|^ only natural that as our burnt-CD or 








OOBOX XBaseCatalog interface 


floppies and digital tapes in addition to CDs 
and DVDs. 

The limitation of the demo version is 
that you are allowed to create a maximum of 
three volumes; contents of ZIPped files are 
not indexed; MD5 authentication, which is 
used to verify the authenticity of the files, is 
not available; files cannot be compared with 
files already present in the database; and a 
nag screen is displayed every time you start 
or exit the program. 

The Standard version is available for 
$19.95 (Rs 870), and the Professional version— 
with even more features—is $49.95 (Rs 2,170). 























Adding new volume to catalogue 
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The first step involves 
creating a new volume 
to be included in the 
catalogue-the volume 
of a CD or DVD is an index of the 
files on that disk. To create a 
new volume, click the Add 
Volume button on the toolbar. 
The Add new volume dialog box 
will come up. 





Place the disk to be 

| catalogued in the CD or 
DVD drive, and select 

that drive in the Add new volume 

dialog box. Click Process Start to start the disk 
scanning process. After the scanning is 
complete, the Info window will indicate the 
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Browsing the media catalogue you created 


In the same way, you can scan and add | 
more such volumes to the catalogue. 





To browse a volume, 
TEB right-click it and 
select Browse this 
volume. You will be 
presented with a window that 
shows the directory tree of the 
volume with files and their 
details such as size, date, etc. 


You can also search 
-p the database by click- 
_ ing the Search button 
on the toolbar. In the 





aes] Search dialog box, you may 
search for a file based on name, 








All files and folders have been scanned at this point 


information about the media, such as the 
volume label, total size and serial number. 


Enter an ID in the ID field 
to identify the CD or DVD 
volume in the catalogue. 


You can also add 
comments to make it easy to iden- 
tify the volume later. Now click 
Add to add the volume created 
from the just-scanned disk to the 
database. Click Close to return to 
the main interface. Here you will 
be able to view details such as the 
size, number of files, the serial 
number, and the name and ID of the volume. 








Multiple media in a catalogue 








creation date, and size. Try 
searching for a file, and you will 
be pleased to see that the results are 
displayed in no time! 
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Search the media catalogue 


There is also the facility to 

-g export a volume (or all 

volumes) in the database, 

so it (they) can be backed 

up for archival. Similarly, the import 

facility can be utilised to export a 
volume into the database. 

jayesh_limaye@thinkdigit.com 
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Divide And Rule! 





My computer configuration is as follows: 2.40 GHz Intel 

Celeron processor, 40 GB hard disk and 256 MB RAM. My OS 
is Windows XP. I also want to run Windows 98 on my computer 
and this is where the problem arises. I have only two partitions 
on the hard disk. One (D :) is full of system recovery i.e., of 4 GB 
while the other (C:) has Windows XP, taking up 36 GB. 
Here, nearly 10 GB of space is free. I want to make 
another partition without backing up my data so as to 
install Windows 98 there. Is there any software that 
allows a partition out of the free space available on C: 
while working on it? 

Another problem related to installing Windows 98 
over XP. Will it replace the boot loader of Windows XP and 
boot to Windows 98? If yes, what should be done to correct 
the boot loader so as when I boot up my PC, it will prompt 
me whether I want go for 98 or XP. I don’t want reinstall 
Windows XP. 

Sunil S Kewade 
Nagpur 


To create a partition in the free space of your hard drive 
without losing any data, you will need to use a utility 
known as Ranish Partition Manager from www.ranish.com 
or Norton Partition Magic 8 from www.powerquest.com. It is 
never 100 per cent safe to play with partitions and be 
assured that your data will not be lost. Still it is advisable to 
back up your important data before you begin the creation 
of the partition. 
In order to restore the Windows XP boot loader, you need 
to follow these steps: Create a Win98 Startup Disk. Create a 
text file with the following entries, exactly as shown: 





L100201 

N C:\BOOTSECT.DOS 
R BX 

0 

R CX 

200 

W 


Q 

Save the file to the Win98 Startup Disk as READ.SCR. Boot 
the computer with the Win98 Startup Disk and at the A: 
prompt, type 

DEBUG «READ.SCR 

These steps will create the BOOTSECT.DOS file needed to 
boot Win98. You may need to use the ATTRIB C:\BOOT- 
SECT.DOS -S -H -R command if BOOTSECT.DOS already exists. 

Configure your computer to boot from the CD drive. To 
do this, enter the CMOS setup which is usually done by 
pressing Del key during booting. Go to the Advanced BIOS 
Settings and here you will be able to change the boot 
sequence of your computer. Boot from your Windows XP CD. 
When you are presented with a choice of installing or repair- 
ing an existing installation, choose repair. You’ll be asked 
which XP installation you want to log into. Enter ‘1’. There 
is usually only one installation. You’ll be prompted for the 
Administrator password. For XP Home, the default password 
is blank, so just hit [Enter]. For XP Professional, enter the 
same password you did during setup for the Administrator 
account. At the C:\Windows prompt, type ‘FIXBOOT’. You'll 
be prompted to confirm. 

When FIXBOOT is finished, remove the XP CD and type 
EXIT and the machine will reboot. Reconfigure your computer 
to boot from the hard drive if necessary. Now you will get the 
XP boot loader with your choice of operating systems. 





700 MB via FTP, | encountered the error due 
to insufficient disk space and I lost those 700 
MB permanently and could not recover it. 
Another strange thing | have observed is 
that my ‘Temporary Internet Files’ folder is 
unusually large in size (961MB) and keeps 
increasing. Windows says that it contains 14 
folders but I can’t see even a single folder in it. 
Since this is a special OS folder, | can’t even 
delete it and recreate it. Please help me recover 
my HDD space! 
Nikhil Wason 
New Delhi 


Windows creates a lot of temporary 
files during the course ofits operations. 


The sad thing is that it forgets to delete each and 
every one of 





delete all the unwanted files from the 
hard drive and you have to live with these 
files, since some of these are required for 
the functioning of Windows. 
Alternatively, you may use third- 
party utilities such as Cleanup! from 
http://cleanup.stevengould.org and 
System Cleaner from www.system- 
cleaner.com to cleanup your system and 
registry and free up some mote space. 
Since these third party utilities deal with 
the registry and system files, use them 
with a little caution. You may not be able 
to view the folders inside your ‘Windows’ 
folders because these are system folders 
and your Explorer might not be config- 


ured to view hidden and system files and folders. 
The other solution would be to do a clean install 
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be done away 
with, though, 
using the 
provided ‘Disk 
Cleanup’ utility. 
But even this 
utility cannot 
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The Disk Cleanup utility in XP 





here! Since we get more 
mails per day than we All GTA Vice City saved games and profiles 
can handle, it may take 

some time for your 
query to be answered. 
Rest assured, we are 


of Windows XP on your hard drive. 


Return To The Game 


Sag susra om Ich 

isses AM .. | files go on accu i 

E a maarang à mulating and e.mail us your computing | want to know how I can back up my saved 
Banan m" | eating up your | problems along with your games in Grand Theft Auto Vice City, so | can 
CD] t weCent Phat Tempora Fes zs . | hard diskspace. | contact details to use them after I have reinstalled Windows. 

Tak GAN A Bk aia sud. saka Most Of | sos@jasubhai.com, Aamir Khan 
cece these files can | and we may answer them Via E-mail 


are placed under *GTA Vice City User Files" in 
^My Documents". Just copy these to a folder of 
your choice. When you reinstall Windows and 
GTA Vice City, just copy these to the original loca- 
tion and you can access your saved games. BM 
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Cooling Solutions 


It's summer, and like you, your computer, too, needs to stay cool! 


could blame it on the Greenhouse effect, but The pe rfect However, commonly available brands such 
[ am not an environmentalist! Anyone who bet n as Mercury and iBox have also introduced 
uses a PC and claims to be an environmen- synergy betwee some good models. Mercury has two series— 
talist is fooling himself. But I am digressing system and the KOB and the KM. If you are buying a new 
even before getting to the point (and that isa component PC, I would recommend the new KM series; it 
first even for mel). cooling leads to conforms to Intel’s recommendations. So 
Problem is, the heat is getting to me—and the best overall what if it does not have 120 mm fans? 
the evidence is pretty clear. Which brings me to cooline of iBox, too, has the 1531 model specifically 
this month's topic—cooling solutions. 5 made in keeping with Intel’s recommenda- 
I hate summers. The heat and humidity YOU PC tions. Zebronics is a popular brand in south 
drain me completely, and at times leaves me India, and has some good models. Such cases, 
wondering what life in Rajasthan would be like. though, will set you back by around Rs 1.5K. 
It is this time of year that I take the maximum Although manufactured conforming to Intel's 
care of my PC too—a ritual I started because I've specs, they work great with AMDs too! 
lost too many PC components during the sum- Gamers, though, with high-end processors 
mers. My experience apart, lately, my mailbox and graphics cards (nVidia 6800 GT), have no 
has been bombarded with requests for cooling option but to spend that extra cash on an 
solutions, and I thought this was the best time Antec case. 
to address the heating problems so many face. On the component level, the processor, 
In PCs, air is used as the medium for trans- graphics card and PSU dissipate significant 
ferring heat from the components to the atmos- amounts of heat as compared to the 
phere. In fact, until some years ago, liquid cool- other components. 
ing for PCs was unheard of, and only recently has Processors are generally provided with a 
liquid cooling emerged as an effective alternative heat sink-fan combo (HSF), and can take care 
to traditional methods. of heating issues under standard working con- 
To achieve maximum cooling efficiency, you ditions. However, if you overclock the proces- 
need to manage on the macro (system) as well as sor, you might need some help keeping the 
micro (component) levels. The perfect synergy temperature under control. 
between system and component cooling leads to For processors, three types of solutions are 
the best overall cooling of your PC. available—the first is the standard HSF, but 
When it comes to system-level cooling, a lot with better heat conducting materials such as 
depends of the PC case (cabinet) you buy. I have copper in place of aluminium alloy. Such solu- 
often received letters where users say they have tions are available from Thermaltake, Cooler 
two-fan cabinets, but the cooling is not up to Master, AVC and others, and are generally in 


the mark. The culprit is often the types of 
fans and their placement in the case. 
Most cabinets in the market today 
have provision for 80 mm fans—one at the 
front lower bottom and other at the rear. 
Instead of opting for such cases, consider a 
case with provision for one 120 mm fan 
at the rear. These fans run at a lower 
speeds, but dispel a high vol- 
ume of air and so, in general, 
are more efficient than the 
faster-spinning 80 mm fans. 
Moreover, with the launch 
of the new Prescott-core 
Pentium IV processors, Intel 
has recommended changes 
in the case design, and these 
cases are called 38 degree 
cases. There are ducts on the 
side panel that open straighton N 
the top of the processor and the 
graphics card for better cooling. 
Not many vendors sell them 
except for those made by Antec and 
VIP. Cabinets from these brands are 
expensive and not for the average user. 


the range of Rs 1K to Rs 1.5K. 

To further improve thermal conductivity, 
manufacturers introduced a heat pipe—a pipe 
containing coolant—between the fins of the 
HSF. Such solutions cost upwards of Rs 2.5K. 

The third type are the liquid cooling kits 
from Thermaltake and Cooler Master. Here, a 
small pump drives water (or coolant) between 
a copper block and a radiator. Liquids are 
more efficient in conducting heat and hence, 
better cooling is achieved via these kits. Such 
a kit could set you back by Rs 8.5K. 
Unfortunately, there are very few shops deal- 
ing in such specialised products and hence, 
the best way to get them would be by 
importing them. 

There are liquid cooling kits available 
for graphics cards too, but they are 
extremely rare in the Indian market. 

As for PSUs, just buy a good-quality 
one—it will come with two fans that will 

keep the heat under control. 
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Want more of Agent 001? Turn over to read his 
answers to your buying questions 









Illustration Shyam Shriram 
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DVD Switch 


| read the review of the Mitashi DIVX-555 

DivX player, and was planning on buying it. I'd 

like to know of a dealer in Kolkata. | am also 

planning to buy a DVD-Writer, and would like to 

know about the best one that would be available 
around Kolkata. 

Appusarkar 


The Mitashi DIVX-555 player is available 

through Mitashi Edutainment Pvt Ltd, a 
Mumbai-based company. You can contact them 
on 022-25006661 and find out about their 
branch in Kolkata. As for the DVD writer, I sug- 
gest you go for the Lite-On 1653S, which costs 
around Rs 4K and can burn DVDs at 16X. It also 
supports dual layer +R at 6X. 


Print To CD 


| want to buy a printer that can print directly on 

CDs, that is, | want to print the CD face directly 

on the CDs rather than printing it on paper and then 

pasting that onto the CD. What model would you 
suggest I go for? My budget is around Rs 8K. 

Anil 


There are quite a few models from 

Epson and Canon that offer CD face 
printing via an attachment. As far as Epson is 
concerned, the printing quality is not as great 
as Canon’s—I’d suggest Canon over Epson. 
Canon's new line of Pixma printers has the CD 
face printing feature in their mid- and top- 
range printers. 

Digit evaluated two of these—the Pixma 
IP3000 and IP4000—both of which have the CD 
printing feature. The IP3000, though, costs 
around Rs 8,495 while the IP 4000 will set you 
back by Rs 10,995. Speed and cosmetic 
differences apart, the two models are virtually 
the same, and you can safely settle for the 
IP3000 model. Remember that for printing on 
CDs, you need printable CDs that support 
this feature. 


MP3, FM Radio And Warranty 


| am looking to buy an MP3 player that suits my 

needs—a Flash-based device with 256 MB capaci- 

ty and with FM radio. | would like a player that uses 

normal batteries or one with rechargeable or user- 

replaceable batteries. | don't have any particular 
brand in mind. Warranty, though, is a concern. 

Nish Dave 


I would suggest you go for Creative's 

MP3 players as they offer good features, 
great performance and have good after-sales 
support in place. Creative has a long line of 
players to choose from; you can settle for the 
MuVo TX FM model. This player runs on a single 
AAA battery and offers decent battery life. 
Capacities range from 128 MB to 1 GB; prices 
vary according to the capacity. It also has a FM 
tuner. The MuVo TX FM is priced at around Rs 
8K for the 256 MB model. 
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For printing on 
CDs, you need 
printable CDs 
that support this 
feature 


AN Ask Away 





Want a tech product, but 
don’t know how to go 
about buying it? 

Send an e-mail to 
agentOOl@thinkdigit.com 
to get your queries 
answered 











Laptop With After-Sales 


| am interested in buying a laptop in the range 

of Rs 35,000-40,000. On inquiring in the mar- 

ket | got to know about different models from vari- 

ous manufacturers such as Compaq's m2002, Acer's 

Sempron-based model and Zenith's Salespro. | need 

help with my purchase decision as | am confused 
about quality, speed and after-sales service. 

Lalit Jain 


In your mentioned price range, you will 

get laptops based on Pentium 4, Celeron 
or Sempron processors, though I would still ask 
you to shell out a little more and opt for 
Centrino-based laptops. As far as raw speed is con- 
cerned, Pentium 4 and Sempron will pose no 
problems. I would suggest you not to look at 
Celeron processors as an option at all. 

Digit reviewed Acer's Sempron-based laptop 
and found it good in terms of performance, fea- 
tures and price; since Acer is based out of 
Bangalore, service won't be a problem for you. 

As far as Compaq and Zenith are concerned, 
Digit hasn't reviewed them so I don't have a con- 
clusive opinion to offer. In general, though, they 
will be good as far as quality and service is con- 
cerned, while the performance will depend on 
the configuration you choose. 


Video Capture Cards 


| am interested in buying PCI-based video cap- 

ture cards. Does any such card offer TV tuning 

capabilities? My budget is around Rs 8K, and I plan to 
use it to record from a VCR and handycam. 

Jithin Jayaram 


There are some players in the video cap- 

ture segment—Pinnacle Systems have 
good products, but they are priced a little high- 
er than the others. You can look out for 
Pinnacle Studio 9, and external solution inter- 
faces for your PC via the USB port, which cost 
around Rs 14,500. 

Monarch Vision, an Indian company, also 
has products tailor-made for the Indian audi- 
ence. The MV5 and MV20 models are priced at 
Rs 9K and Rs 14,800 respectively. 


Last month we gave you details on 
high- and low-end PCs. This month, we 
take a look at mid-range PCs. 


J 


V J Mid-Range PC 


Motherboard 




















Football Club On eBay! Linux Leader Quits 

Richard Seibt, one of the leading lights behind SuSE Linux 
before it was acquired by Novell, has quit. Seibt's resignation 
comes just a week after Novell made Ron Hovsepian president 
of worldwide field operations. Hovsepian and Seibt had been 


public about their differing opinions about SuSE's future. 


FOTRAL CLUB 
UNIVERSITATEA 
CRAPONA 


Dinel Staicu, owner of Romanian second division side pe 
Universitatea Craiova, tried to give the club to his local D 


council. The council said they weren't interested. Staicu then 
said, "The only thing I can think of doing now is putting it on 
eBay and seeing if | can find someone to take it over." 


Escape 








Scientists Working On 
Baby Babble Translator 





he cryptic cries, grins and 

gurgles of babies that 
leave parents dumbfounded 
could soon be deciphered, if 
modern technology delivers 
as it promises. 

Three years after a 
toymaker scored a smash 
hit with the ‘Bowlingual’ 
gadget to interpret the warp 
and woof of a dog’s life, 
Japanese researchers may 
have an even bigger 
sensation—a translator for 
baby babbling. 

“We aim to develop a 
device to read babies’ 
feelings,” says Kazuyuki 
Shinohara, a neurobiology 
professor at the state-run 
Nagasaki University who 
leads the research team. 

Shinohara’s group has 
been conducting 
experiments involving 
mothers and their babies by 
monitoring the infants’ 


My Desktop 


hink you have the most 
beautiful, most innovative 
desktop around? Send it to 


Digit will publish the most 


The winner 

receives a copy $ 

of Enterprise a 
Application 

Architechure With 
VB, MTS and ASP 
By Joseph Moniz, 
published by Shroff 
Publishers & Distributors Pvt. Ltd. 
This month’s winner is 
Shubhajit Maity 
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mydesktop@thinkdigit.com, and 


eye-catching of them each month. 





cries, facial expressions and 
body temperature changes 
in a project backed by the 
government-subsidised 
Japan Science and 
Technology Agency. 

“We are trying to read 
babies’ faces numerically 
such as the distance 
between eyebrows and the 
nose tip,” said Shinohara. As 
for other clues on what 









babies mean to say, 
researchers are analysing 
whether high or low 
frequencies in the sound of 
the cries show they want 
specific things. 

The team is also 
monitoring temperatures of 
the babies' bodies, mostly 
the face, using thermo- 
graphy. Shinohara says the 
changes in temperature 
indicate particular desires. 

The professor, who 
declined to elaborate on his 
conclusions or the shape of 
the gadget pending 
patenting, aims to launch 
the device by mid-2006. 

The product would be 
for use at medical 
institutions and homes. The 
professor would like to price 
a home-use version below 
110,000 (approx. Rs 4,100). 

“You may lose confi- 
dence as a parent if your 
baby cries a lot. But your 
child-rearing ability inc- 
reases by trial and error," 
says Yuko Iguchi, clinical 
psychologist at National 
Children's Castle in Tokyo. 
Shinohara claims his device 


i 





Shubhajit's desktop makes good use of desktop tweaking 
tools, cursor enhancements and player skins. We love the icons 
and taskbar transparency. Congrats Shubhajit! 





could make bringing up 
children more enjoyable for 
parents. "It is cruel just to 
tell them 'You should 
naturally know what your 
baby wants’,” he says. 
"There is no use scolding 
parents. We want them to 
have fun raising babies by 
taking advantage of tech." 
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“Tamilnadu Infotech 
THE WEB COMPANY” 

That’s it. 

Huh? Well, that’s it! 
Don’t get it? OK, let’s 
explain a little bit: that 
piece of information—that 
Tamilnadu Infotech is “The 
Web Company"-is all there 
is on http://tamilnadu 
infotech. com. It’s a 
jpeg logo. 

We tried clicking on the 
logo, then, in frustration, 
on random places all over 
the page-to no avail. Then 
we realised that we could 
view the page source, and 
there it was—one jpeg logo, 
that's all. 

We'd assume that the 
site is under construction, 
but wouldn't an ‘under 
construction' logo or text 
have helped? Without that, 
we're forced to conclude 
that Tamilnadu Infotech 
doesn't have anything to 
tell the world except that it 
is "The Web Company". 











A Very 
Selective 
Virus 





A new computer virus 
eported in Romania 


deletes only electronic 
gypsy music files. The 
Win.32. Antiman.A virus 
destroys audio and video 
files containing ‘manele’ 
music. Manele is 
traditional gipsy music 
played in an electronic 
style, which has become 


very popular in Romania. 


But it also has many 
detractors who have 
praised the virus as a 
utilitarian blessing. 





Softwin, a Romanian 
company specialising in 
anti-virus software, said 
the worm works by 
targeting files associated 
with singers' names. 
Softwin spokesman 
Cosmin Mares said, “The 
effects of the virus are an 
increased usage of the 
Internet bandwidth and 
serious problems to 
companies’ servers. All 
these cost money and 
someone has to pay." 

Vali The Blizzard, a 
popular Manele singer, 
said, “I don't believe this is 
a threat for us. On the 
contrary they are doing us 
a favour. This way our 
fans will have to buy the 
CDs and not take the 
music from the Internet 


for free." 


Artificial 
Retina To 
Help Blind 
See Again 





cientists are helping the 

blind see again, one pixel 
at a time. If all goes well, an 
artificial retina could be 
commercially available 
within three years. 

Artificial retinas have 
been successfully implanted 
in six patients, allowing 
them to see light and detect 
motion, researchers of the 
Association for Research in 
Vision and Ophthalmology 


in Florida announced in May. 
Developed by researchers 


from the University of 
Southern California and the 
Doheny Eye Institute, the 
artificial retina pairs a tiny 
electronic eye implant with 
a video camera mounted on 
a pair of sunglasses. 

The implant, a four-by- 
four grid of electrodes, 
connects to damaged 
photoreceptors on the 
patient's retina. The 
electrodes stimulate the 
photoreceptors, which 
transmit signals to the brain 
through the optic nerve. 

The videocam translates 
the field of view into 
electrical impulses that are 
transmitted wirelessly to a 
microchip located behind 
the ear. In turn, the 
microchip is connected to 


the retinal implant by wires 


under the skin. 

The system, named 
‘Argus’ after the Greek god 
who had a hundred eyes, 
works only with patients 
with degenerated rods and 
cones, a condition often 





People Who 
Changed 


Computing 


Pascal 
Pioneer 


D: Niklaus Wirth is 
considered the creator 
of the Pascal family of 
programming languages. 
Wirth earned a degree in 
Electronics Engineering 
from the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology, 
Zurich 
(ETHZ), in 
1959 
followed by 
an M.Sc. 

: à| from Laval 
lu Rd University, 
Dr Niklaus Wirth Canada. He 

completed 
his Ph.D. from the 
University of California, 
Berkeley, in 1963. 

In 1968, Wirth 
returned to ETHZ as a 
professor of computer 
science. At ETHZ, Wirth 
developed Pascal (1970), 
Modula-2 (1979) and 
Oberon (1988). Pascal 
turned out to be a new 
computer language as 
well as a novel 
programming paradigm. 
It became an educational 
tool that motivated 
systematic and structured 
ways of thinking. 

From 1992 onwards, 
his research has concen- 
trated on digital design 
tools as well as the use of 
programmable devices. 

Wirth has received 
several honorary 
doctorates and awards, 
including the Turing 
Prize, the IEEE Computer 
Society's Computer 
Pioneer Award, and the 
ACM SIGSOFT 
Outstanding Research 
Award in Software 
Engineering. 

Wirth retired from 
ETHZ in 1999, after more 
than 30 years of service as 
a university professor. He 
has published several 
books that are considered 
classics in the field. 
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Dreamweaver 


How do you manage to look 
intelligent when someone 
throws Dreamweaver jargon at 
you? Here's a very brief primer. 


"Add an image swap 
behaviour..." 


Just remember that anytime a 
user mouses over a menu item 
and the item gets highlighted, 
that's an "image swap"; and a 
"behaviour" is jargon for 
JavaScript codes that can be 
built into a document. It's “a 
combination of an event and an 
action". "Behaviour" is a term 
you'll come across pretty often. 


“CSS Styles..." 


You're bound to hear that from 
anyone who's building a Web 
site. All you need to remember 
is, "The W3C-approved method 
for presenting and positioning 
objects in a Web page is using 
cascading style sheets (CSS). 
Dreamweaver makes it easy to 
define styles." 


"Layers..." 


When someone mentions layers, 
you'll know what they're talking 
about if you remember this: 
"Dreamweaver uses DHTML to 
make layers. DHTML is a 
scripting language that allows 
HTML to change even after a 
page has been loaded into a 
browser." Of course, you've also 
got to remember that layers are 
a little bit like containers for 
stuff on the page. You can 
actually specify exact co- 
ordinates and some other stuff 
like hiding particular layers. You 
can have many layers on one 
page and hide each one until 
required. 


“Just re-use that snippet..." 


Reusing code pieces, also known 
as 'snippets', is supposed to be 
"a great way to save time." 


And as for "bindings", we don't 
know what they are, so just 
rote-learn the following: “The 
Bindings tab of the Applications 
panel holds dynamic content in 
a safe place for you to easily 
access and bind as you build 
your documents. 


For example, when you create 
a recordset, it will be listed 
under the Server Behaviors 
tab, and accessible under the 
Bindings tab. You will be able 
to bind recordset columns into 
your document." 





Escape 


Four Down, Many More To Go 


€eq ts been Four Years? Wow!” That's 

the reaction most employees of 
Digit had. Time sure flies when you're 
having fun. 

It's true, we admit it! Each and every 
one of us loves our jobs. It's not a crime, 
is it? It's hard to not love a job where you 
get to interact with the latest technology 
and the greatest technological minds on 
a daily basis. And we don't mean just the 


bosses to the lowly writers, still love 
reading Digit. Some are so tired of 
magazines disappearing from their 
office desks, they've subscribed! 

While preparing this anniversary 
issue, every employee took the 
opportunity to drift down memory 
lane, reliving their first story, their first 
ordeal of burning DVDs, their first e- 
mail from a reader, their first goof up, 
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employees, or the people we interview; 
some of our readers have taught us a 
thing or two thousand over the years. 
And yes, we did end up hiring them! 
That's the beauty of the philosophy 
of Digit; we're an open forum, a 
community magazine that's, to 
paraphrase, “of the reader, by the 


reader and 
for the 
reader." 
Every 
employee, 
from the big 





DIGIT DIARY 








our reader forums, Planet Digit, the 
redesign, and a million other things. 
We'd like to thank each and every 
reader and employee that stuck with 
us through the good and then the 
better. So, here's to another great year 
in technology with Digit, and we 
promise to only deliver the best. With 


apologies to 
Frost, "We've 
got promises to 
keep, and miles 
to go before 

we sleep..." 





caused by disease. It will not 
help people with damaged 
optic nerves or other types 
of blindness. 


AL’S INTERNET CONNECTION 


Lifetime 
Achievement 
Award For 
Gore 


ailed presidential candi- 

date Al Gore, who once 
famously claimed to have 
“invented the Internet,” is 
to get a lifetime achieve- 
ment award for services to 
the Internet. 

Gore was widely laughed 
at for his comments in a 
CNN interview that he *took 
the initiative in creating the 
Internet." In fact, he was 
only 21 when the Internet 
was created out of a 
Pentagon project. 

However, the Webby 
awards for online achieve- 
ments said that Gore will 
get a lifetime achievement 
award for three decades of 
service to the Internet. 

The Webby awards say he 
did *amazing work for three 
decades as Congressman, 
Senator and Vice President." 


Ironically, one of the key 
founders of the Internet, 
Vint Cerf, will give Gore the 
award at a June 6 ceremony 
in New York. 

When Gore joined 
Congress eight years after 
the Internet was created, he 
promoted high-speed 
telecommunications for eco- 
nomic growth and sup- 
ported funding increases for 
the Internet. He also coined 
the term ‘information 
superhighway’ when he was 
vice president. 


STAR-GAZING SUPERCOMP 


Europe 
Supercomp 
To Process 
Starry Data 





eo biggest 
supercomputer will 
crunch data from 
thousands of radio 
antennae eavesdropping 
on the history of the 
universe, claims its Dutch 
developers, the 
Netherlands Foundation 
for Research in Astronomy 
(ASTRON) and the US 
computer giant IBM. 
Based in Holland, the 


supercomputer will process 
signals from up to 13 billion 
light years from earth, as far 
back in time as the 
beginnings of the earliest 
stars and galaxies after the 
formation of the universe. 
“Unlike current observatories 
that use large optical mirrors 
or radio dishes to point to 
distant galaxies, ASTRON will 
harness more than 25,000 
simple radio antennas,” 
claims IBM and ASTRON. 
Running on 12,000 
PowerPC microprocessors, 
the supercomputer can 
execute 27.4 teraflops, or 
27.4 trillion floating-point 
operations, per second, 
which makes it Europe’s 
most powerful computer 
in terms of sustained 
performance. 


The new computer will 
form the heart of a new 











whatweretheythinking.com 


HULK’S DIARY THAT IS ON THE INTERNET 


Sales We've seen some stupid, corny and outrageous 
stuff on the Internet, but this takes the cake. It's not actu- 
ally a site, rather a blog called “Hulk's Diary That Is On The 
Internet”. Supposed to be the Hulk's (the green cartoon mon- 
ster character) diary (that is on the Internet, so we assume he 
also maintains one offline), there is nothing but text that 
seems to be written by people with sub-zero IQs or those who 
have been drugged before they wrote it. Or maybe both! 

The blog is run by someone called Puny Human Kevin (and 
it seems he gets help from another Puny Human, Scott) and 
they are the Hulk's flatmates. It has been in existence since 
January 2001 and apparently, over 3,60,000 people have vis- 
ited the site since. Incredibly (as much as the Hulk, perhaps), is 
the fact that there seems to be a loyal following with sugges- 
tions like “Hulk must drink Superdrink Red Bull”. What? 

People are sending photographs and stuff they make to the 
site and if not put up, they get mad and then, “Hulk apologise”. 
What doesn't surprise us, though, is the fact that donations are 











, being accepted. For what? “To 
| buy Superdrink for Hulk”! 

T It'S ridiculous and after 

reading through half the home 

fs; | page, we were numbed at the 
lack of intelligence of the entire 
membership. How seriously can 
you take a sham? Visit and you 
| shall know! 
P.S. Some stuff like the 
» Hulk's song (!) are funny, and 
make you snicker once. 
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‘http://incrediblehulk.blogspot.com 








Educational Weblogs 
http://weblogs.asp.net/jasonsalas 
Albert Delgado 


Shrook 2.2 - RSS newsreader 





Escape 


radio telescope developed 
by ASTRON, and gather 
and analyse information 
from ASTRON’s Low 
Frequency Array ‘software 
telescope’ network. 


SUCCESSOR TO THE PS2 


PS3 Due 
Next Spring 


lf 
ay 16, Sony announced 
that PlayStation 3, the 
successor to the top-selling 
PlayStation 2, will arrive 
next spring. 

Microsoft’s Xbox 360, 
announced mid-May, is 
slated for release this fall. 
Microsoft thus has a head 
start, and the Xbox 360, too, 
is aimed at the living room, 
with high-definition video, 
music and movies. But Sony 
boasts that the PS3 will have 
twice its power. 

The system will support 
Sony’s high-definition 
format—the Blu-Ray disk, 
and all PlayStation and PS2 
formats, in addition to 
DVDs. It also will have built- 


indian 


in wireless and broadband 
capabilities. 

The PS3 will not only 
deliver high-definition video 
games to HDTV sets, it also 
will allow those who own 
two HDTVs to create a single, 
panoramic, ultra-wide 
screen. A second screen such 
as a PC monitor could also 
be used to show tactical and 
statistical game data or video 
chat streams. 

“This is allowing (users) 
to merge the real and 
virtual world together,” Ken 
Kutaragi, largely seen as the 
father of the Sony 
Playstation, said. 

The PS3 will use the cell 
processor, created by IBM 
with Sony and Toshiba, 
which has supercomputer- 
type performance 35 times 
more powerful than does 
the PS2. The nVidia 
graphics processor in the 
PS3 will be more powerful 
than two high-end PC 
graphics cards. m 


Compiled by Aditya Kuber, 
Mithun Kidambi, 

Ram Mohan Rao and 
Renuka Rane 


All about Technology 
http://techupdates.blogspot.com 


Save Battery using Offline Mode in Ngage 
| am a proud owner of Nokia Ngage. | am totally 


On using Google Web 
Accelerator in 
conjunction with 
phpMyAdmin; an RSS 
newsreader with 
support for iPod 
integration and more; 
on saving battery on 
the Nokia Ngage; and 
a rant about VB 
versus C£. That's our 
pick of blog posts 
this month 








What's New: Full attachment support with iTunes and 
iPod integration for podcasts Access to podcasts from 
iPod Notes menu * Spotlight searching support * 
Support for self-signed HTTPS certificates * Improved 
feed: support * Various minor improvements and 
bugfixes 

Requirements: Mac OS X 10.3 or later. 

Simple Thoughts 

http://blog.taragana.com/ 

angsuman 


Thought experiment: Google Web Accelerator 
and phpMyAdmin combo 
What would happen when a GWA user uses 
phpMyAdmin? 

It is not https connection, yet protected by 
a password, which will be visible to Google. 
With GWA's pre-fetching and disregard for 
javascript confirmations, you have the prospect of 
serious data loss (read database wipeout). Does 
Google apply its caching ingenuity to password 
protected pages? 

Anyone up for the little experiment? Open 
phpMyAdmin, while using GWA, and browse around 
a bit. Let me know what happens. 





satisfied with the quality and functions of this 
beauty. One more feature of Ngage is that it can 
save your battery and even can make you away 
from annoying and disturbing calls. 

Saving Battery: While roaming, if you haven't 
activated roaming or there is no network, you can set 
thepProfile of your phone to 'Offline'. Offline mode 
makes your phone not reacheable to anyone and will 
stop searching for new network, hence will save battery. 
Eric Bowen's .NET technology blog 
http://scrappydog.com/blog/ 


I’ve become a VB hating C# bigot 

I’m not sure quite when it happened, but I've gone 
over to the dark side and become a VB hating C# 
bigot. I've had a long career as a Basic programmer 
going all the way back to my TRS-80 Model I Level II 
in 1979, following by AppleSoft, QuickBasic, and then 
every version of VB and Microsoft Access... 

Last week I started a major new project for a 
large corporate client that is using VB.NET, and I 
just don't want to do it. Yes, intellectually | know 
VB.NET and C#.NET are almost identical, and I'm 
equally fluent in both, but I just don't LIKE VB.NET! 
Moral of the story? None... 
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FIFA Soccer 2005 


FIFA 2004 was not a good game. Actually, that 
was a huge understatement. OK, it sucked. Real 
bad. I actually preferred to play FIFA 2003 instead 
of FIFA 2004. Now EA's come out with FIFA 2005. 
Is it more of the same, or is it any good? Will it 
be a waste of your money? Hell, no! 


This Is The New Shit 

FIFA 2005 is one helluva game. It comes with the 
customary 350 licences, including 20 leagues, 40 
national teams and over 15,000 players. All 
rosters are also up to date, with all transfers up 
to October 1, 2004 reflected in the game. 

There's an all new interface, which is a real 
saving grace, because FIFA 2004's interface... well, 
the less said the better. 

Also, for the first time since FIFA 2002, 2005 
comes with a Creation Centre built in, so your 
days of downloading them are gone. It's detailed 
to the core. 

Another nifty feature is the EA Store. By 
fulfilling certain objectives, you earn points that 
allow you to unlock certain items. So you have 
alternate kits, different balls, songs and stadia to 
be unlocked—even celeb referee Pierluigi Colina! 
All this is just the tip of the iceberg. What really 
makes the game so darn good is the First Touch 
model and ultra-realistic gameplay. 





2005 realistically simulates your first touch of the ball 


They Call It The Real Deal 

EA has introduced, for the very first time, a First 
Touch model that realistically simulates your 
player's first touch of the ball. The first touch 
depends on how the player is positioned and the 
angle at which the ball is played to him, giving you 
the most realistic gameplay ever in any 

FIFA game. 

Now you can plan your movements before you 
receive the ball, ensuring that the opposition's 
defence can't get anywhere near you. The game's a 
lot less monotonous, because it allows you to bring 
variation into your play and lets you try out some 
of those cool moves you saw on TV. 

Everything about the gameplay has been 
improved. Take the AI. I could swear they read your 
mind sometimes, because the way they cut your 
most disguised 'through' ball is just unbelievable. 

Another very welcome improvement is the 
player's ball control at the touchline. If the ball has 
just deflected off your defender and rolled to a 
standstill just on the touchline, you and an 
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The game oozes realism, while still being fun to play 


opponent will now race towards it. In 2004, you'd 
kick the ball out if you ran at it because of your 
momentum. In 2005, however, you have complete 
control of the ball in such situations. Players will 
even slide and try to keep the ball in play if it's 
rolling out. The game oozes realism, while still 
being fun to play. 


Sweet Is The Fruit Of Patience 

EA has also put in a whole new Career mode into 
2005. This time around, your career lasts fifteen 
seasons, instead of just five. There are five different 
regions where you can begin your career, each with 
its own major leagues. 

So England comes under one region, Spain 
under another, and so on. You start off at the teams 
in the lowest leagues and have to build a 
reputation to get a job at a top-level club. You have 
to keep winning trophies and your Job Security 
meter up. 


Whoa, She's Beautiful! 

EA has had the best football title for a long 

time when it comes to graphics, and this time it’s 
no different. The graphics are jaw-dropping. 3D 
grass, accurate shadows, and the players 

look better than ever. However, audio is the 

one disappointing thing about the game. 

One feature in FIFA 2005 that’s both 
realistic and annoying is player retirements. From 
age 32 onwards, players start to retire and are 
replaced by randomly-generated characters having 
their names, skills and looks similar to those 
they’re replacing. While this does make the game 
more realistic, it also makes it very annoying, 
because by the time you have enough managerial 
prestige to get into a top club, the best players are 
gone! Another irritating feature is the ‘Load Replay’ 
menu. You can save all the replays you want, but 
the menu only lets you see 13 of them. 

Basically, there are plenty of ways EA could 
have improved FIFA 2005, but that still doesn’t stop 
it from being one great game. It really is a must- 
buy, especially for FIFA fans who gave up on the 
franchise after FIFA 2004. Go get it now! 


FIFA Soccer 2005 
Publisher Electronic Arts 
Developer EA Canada 
Web site www.easports.com/games/fifa2005 
System requirements 700 MHz CPU, 256 MB RAM, 32 MB video card, 
800 MB free hard disk space, DirectX 9.0b 
Distributor Gayatri Impex Pvt Ltd 
Price Rs 1,299 
Courtesy SKOAR! Magazine 
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Need For Speed Underground 2 


NEED FOR SPEED Underground (NFSU) was a 
revolutionary game where you could mod almost 
every part of your ride. The game was a little 
monotonous because you just won a race, 
unlocked stuff, and went to the Customise menu 
over and over; NFSU2 throws in a whole city with 
five distinct parts that you have to unlock while 
following the storyline. You have the freedom to 
choose your race and sponsors, you've got three 
new modes, and many more cool features. 

This is the first NFS game driven by a story. The 
story picks up from where NFSU ended, depicting 
you as a top-dog racer, when suddenly an idiot in 
his 4x4 smashes into your ride one night. Once 
you've recovered from the crash, Samantha (the girl 
in NFSU) directs you to Bayview, where you need to 
rise up back to the #1 position. Every few races, a 
cutscene is played, which leads to the next stage of 
the plot. The end objective is to find the person 

who totalled your 











car and give 
him hell. 

NFSU2 looks 
| splendid, and the 
| night-time races 
add to the effect. 
The game uses a 
tweaked NFSU 
engine. Motion 
blurs and light 


TOP SELLING GAMES | 


1 
L 


1. Need For Speed Underground 2 


Rs 1,299 trails have been 
Gayatri Impex Pvt Ltd fine-tuned to 

2. Mafia perfection. The 
Rs 699 


effects when you 
hit the nitrous give 
you a sense of 
speed hard to find 
in any other game. 
The cars are exact 
replicas of their 
real-world 
counterparts. 

As for those oh- 
so-lame crash 
effects, the 
introduction of a 
‘different’ camera angle still can’t make them look 
any better. Due to the lack of damage modelling, 
the only enjoyment you can get is out of the nice 
sounds that shearing metal makes. Overall, the 
game isn't more graphically advanced than NFSU. 


E-xpress Interactive Software Pvt Ltd 


3. Harry Potter And The Prisoner 
Of Azkaban 
Rs 1,299 
Gayatri Impex Pvt Ltd 


4. Constantine 

Rs 699 

E-xpress Interactive Software Pvt Ltd 
5. Grand Theft Auto: Vice City 

Rs 1,299 

E-xpress Interactive Software Pvt Ltd 





The night-time races in NFSU2 are really well done 
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The city is split into five parts that are unlocked in stages 


Car In The Big City 

The races in NFSU2 can be completed in any 
order. The city is split into five parts that are 
unlocked in stages. Also, instead of a one-stop 
modding menu, you need to visit shops scattered 
across the city. You need to unlock these shops 
by finding them, upon which they'll be added to 
your GPS map. Points where races will take place 
are also displayed on the map, but some races 
you'll have to uncover. 

The tweaking in itself is pretty exciting. 
Almost every car part can be tweaked. Every 
fancy addition earns you respect, increasing 
the points you get as well the nitrous boost 
you have. Your tricked-out car will also get 
featured in magazines, earning you cash in 
the process. 

Basically, the game revolves around you 
striking deals with sponsors and fulfilling your 
contract. Race modes consist of the legendary 
Drag, Circuit, Sprint and Drift races, with a 
notable addition being Street X, a combination 
of the Circuit and Drift modes. Then there's the 
Time Attack, where you have to complete certain 
Objectives in the given time. 


More Sound Than You Want To Handle 
Snoop Dogg's remix of Riders on the Storm is the 
best opening sequence we've ever heard. The 
other tracks aren't that good, though. Effects 
such as engine sounds, crashes, nitrous boosts, 
and various other ambient sounds have been 
done extremely well. 

Multiplayer in NFSU2 is as simple as it gets— 
all single-player modes are available in 
multiplayer. The servers are good—you can play 
online even with a slow Internet connection (we 
used a 33.6 Kbps modem). 

The graphics are good, sound effects great, 
music OK, but the voice acting needs a lot of 
improvement. If you crave the need for speed this 
game is definitely for you—it's worth the money. 
Until the next iteration, satisfy your speed 
addiction through this game, not in the real 
world. Drive safe. 


Need for Speed Underground 2 

Publisher Electronic Arts 

Developer EA Canada 

Web site www.needforspeed.com 

System requirements 933 MHz CPU, GeForce2, 256 MB RAM, 2 GB 
HDD space 

Distributor Gayatri Impex 

Price Rs 1,299 


Courtesy SKOAR! Magazine 
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So you still love FAT32 and 
have a huge hard disk... 
how would you go about 
creating a FAT32 partition 
larger than 32 GB on your 
disk? Sound impossible? 
Write in to 
takeacrack@thinkdigit.com 
with your solution 





LAST MONTH’S CHALLENGE 





FAT32 


partition 


larger than 32 GB 


right-clicking 
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We are disappointed to say 
that this month, there were 
no winners for the 'Take A 
Crack' contest. Most of those 
who responded, sent in only 
half the answer. We had 
asked you to suggest a way 
to disable the context 
menu-or right-clicking—on 
the entire Desktop, includ- 
ing the Start Button, 
Taskbar and the System 
Tray. Most entries stated the 
way to disable the context 
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Take a Crack menu only on the Desktop. First, navigate to — PEE ana vem 
and Win Anyway, here is the solu- HKEY_CURRENT _USER\ BS abecengkato tee, IN 
Artificial Intelligence A tion to last month's problem. ^ Software\Microsoft Sees — nes. Dun 
Modern Approach You need to use the Win- \Windows\CurrentVer- a ee nex paca 
By Stuart Russell and sion PoliciesV Explorer. Bl Gent E ne r = 
icr Right-click in the right | s5" z 7 
Published by Pearson Education pane and create a new pamen = 

anapon os DWORD value. Name Emu E EE ETE 


WINNER 
There was no winner for last 
month’s Take A Crack contest. 


Rules and Regulations 

[F] Readers are requested to send 
in their answers by the 15" of the 
month of publication. 


[E] Employees of Jasubhai 
Digital Media and their relatives 
are not permitted to participate 
in this contest. 


[RF] Readers are encouraged to 
send their replies by e-mail. 
Jasubhai Digital Media will not 
entertain any unsolicited 
communication. 


[FR] Jasubhai Digital Media is 
not responsible for any damage 
to your system that may be 
caused while you are trying to 
solve the problem. 
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The default Windows XP Desktop 





dows registry editor. Start 
the registry editor by 
going to Start > Run, 
typing in "regedit" and 
pressing [Enter]. 


& Registry Editor 
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All steps involve creating a new DWORD value 






this DWORD key 
“NoViewContextMenu”. 


Disable right-clicking on the Taskb 








ar 





Double-click on this 
DWORD and set its value to 
1. Click ‘OK’. This step will 
disable the context menu 
for the Desktop. 

Next, in the same reg- 
istry key as above, again 
right-click in the right pane 
and create another, new 
DWORD value. Name this 
DWORD “NoTrayCon- 
textMenu”. Double- 
click on this DWORD 
and set its value to 1. 
Click'OK'. This step 
will disable the con- 
text menu for the Sys- 
tem Tray. 

Finally, we’ll dis- 
able the context menu 
for the Taskbar. To do 
this, navigate to 





HKEY CURRENT USER \Soft- 
ware\Microsoft\Windows 
\CurrentVersion\Explorer\ 
Advanced. Right-click in the 
right pane and create a new 
DWORD value as before. 
Name this DWORD “Taskbar 
ContextMenu”. The new 
DWORD will have a value of 
0—let it remain. That's it— 
you're done. 

Exit the registry editor. 
Log Off and then log back 
On for the new settings to 
take effect. Now try right- 
clicking anywhere—you won't 
be able to! 

To restore the context 
menus, repeat the above 
procedures, and simply 
change back the values from 
0 to 1 and 1 to 0 as necessary. 
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ACi laptop on Indiatimes for Rs 2,999 
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Brainiac 
Location: Belgaum 
My bro has ordered it for himself. But the 
mode of payment he has selected is 
DD/Cheque. So, unless the payment is 
received they won't process the order. Maybe 
Ml just wait and see how it goes. Play Safe! I 
seriously hope it's not a typo man. Fingers 
crossed, it's too good to be true. 

Sourabh 

Digitized Flooder 

Location: LoSt 

Well this thing is really bugging me now! They 
called me up day before yesterday from 
Gurgaon saying that the real price of the lappy 
was Rs 29,990, and there had been a error on 
the site so they would have to cancel the order. 

| paid them then and there thru my ICICI 

bank account, after some of their phone calls 
and heavy scolding, they said higher officials 
will get back in touch with u. 3 hrs from that 
conversation, | got a mail to confirm my 
order and shipping address, which | had to 
reply to. After that | have seen a change in 
my status of product from STATUS—NOT 

the present: 

















Now | dunno what's happening: I still 
haven't got my money back, no phone calls, 
also the status in Indiatimes is absurd, 
everything is blank so can't figure out anything. 

The error was there for almost 24 hours 
and, about 45 guys booked it and still they 
didn't stop the product from being ordered. 
Even after this whole deal had been addressed 
they still had it on their site for a while for the 
same absurd price. 

| feel that all they are doing this for is to 
get more visitors on their site and hoping to get 
more money from the extra traffic. 

| got a call from them almost 24 hrs after | 
had made my payment, also they said that they 
would return the money within 10 days to my 
ICICI bank account. Does Indiatimes have 
problems even for Rs 4k, that they will have to 
take 10 days to deposit the money in it again? 
so4inet 
Resident Techie 
Location: Chennai 
They have updated their page now. Still there is 
an error on their page : MRP: Rs.5,999 
Offer Price: INR: 34,999.00 USD: 795.40 
You Save: -4.8E+2%. Lol! 


To post your comments on Digit Forum, 
visit www.thinkdigit.com/forum 








..Ihat's Why Digit Is No. 1 

I was really very angry when I received my 
April issue of Digit. Reason: the DVD 
was unusable. Though I'm not a 
subscriber, I am definitely a regular 
reader. When I had read the DVD 
contents in Digit, I was really eager to 
lay my hands on the DVD. 

But to my horror, it didn't work! It 
was like separating a mother from her 
baby; I tried all sorts of ways to execute 
the installers, but no use. The DVD 
didn't have a single file that could run. 
I decided I would definitely call Digit 
and ask for a replacement. And I did. 

The lady in your Mumbai office 
asked my phone number and suggested 
I put my complaint on the feedback 
section. I did as I was told, but I had 
very little hope that I would get 
another DVD. 

Two, five, 15 days went by, but 
there was no response from your team 
and I had lost 
hope of 
getting 
another DVD. 
But then came 
the turning 
point... the 
May issue of 
Digit, that 
carried the 
editor's note 
saying 
newsstand 
buyers, too, 
could get a 
replacement DVD by simply providing 
their Patron Code. 

This was like a hero who rescues 
the baby and helps it meet its mother! 
Right now, I'm enjoying my DVD. I'm 
greatly impressed by the care that 
team Digit takes of its customers, and 
this is what makes Digit India's No. 1 
tech magazine! 





Rishabh Jha 
Vadodara 


I was just thinking of sending you back 
the DVD shipped with the April '05 
issue, since it did not autorun. I was 
surprised to see the new DVD with your 
May '05 issue and your apology note. 
Thank you so much for treating all 
subscribers at par. You really deserve all 
the thanks for it. 

Kartik Kamdar 

Via E-mail 

















Dear Rishabh and Kartik, 
Nothing gives us greater pleasure than to 
know that our efforts are being appreciated 
by our readers. You don't need to thank us 
for sending another DVD... it was the least we 
could do. Keep reading and let us know what 
you think... that's what helps us improve. 
—Executive Editor 


Who Moved My Contest? 


I don't know if I am a bit late in 
sending this e-mail, but I had to... I also 
don't know whether my mail will be 
published, because I am writing 
something which concerns the 
"wrongs' in the magazine. 

I bought my copy on May 7. I was 
very happy to read in the magazine 
about the Contest Carnival. However, I 
was not able to take part (or couldn't) 
till May 9. 

When I finally sat down by May 10, 
I entered the exact URL that had 
appeared in the magazine in my 
Web browser 
http:/|www.zdnetindia.com/digitcontest. 

A nice and functional page was 
ready for me to browse, but it also said 
"This Web page has been upgraded", 
and there was nothing in it that 
concerned the Contest Carnival. 

Let me also tell you that this was 
exactly what happened when I tried to 
view the results of the February contest 
on March 15, as the site during that 
contest said that the results would be 
declared on March 15. 

How could it be upgraded so soon? 
But, thanks to Google and Yahoo!, 
which opened some related sites, I got 
access to the site which had the 
February results. I also opened a few 
other links provided by the search 
engines, but it was of no use. 

Finally, I reached the site that was 
relating to the May contest. But, I was 
surprised to see that the site already 
had the winners name for the May 
contest itself. 

This happened on May 12. Moreover, 
the site was also not ‘/digitcontest’, but 
'ldcnew' and something else as well! 

And all this happens when I was 
feeling unsatisfied by the April DVD 
problem. I have been a regular reader 
for the last nine months was very 
satisfied by the software and other 
utilities you have always provided. 

And yes, once I read that someone 
wrote to you saying you can also 
include full versions of old games such 
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as the IGI, Max Payne and many 
others. You can conduct a poll on 
your site and find out whether 
people really want them. I know that 
probably most of the PC gamers would 
have the games I mentioned, but as I 
said, there are many other games and 
you too, now, give more than 4 GB. 


Ayush Dinker 
Kanpur 
Dear Ayush, 
www.zdnetindia.com/digitcontest/ 
automatically forwards to www.zdnetindia. 
com/dcnew/, which is the new address 
of the contest. 

it appears that you logged in at a time 
when the pages were being updated, we 
apologise for any inconvenience caused to all 
our readers due to this. 

Another possibility is that your browser 
didn’t redirect, as it should, or was showing 
older cached pages. To overcome any such 
problems, all readers are requested to 
empty their browser caches before playing 
the contests. 

The contest page is up and running, 
and can be accessed by going to 
http://www.zdnetindia.com/dcnew/ 
(http://www.zdnetindia.com/digitcontest 
still works as well). 

The contest closes on June 15, 2005, so 
hurry up and start playing! 

—Executive Editor 


Thanks, But No Thanks 

To, 

Customer Service, 

Hotmail.com 

I have the following issues with 

Hotmail which need remedial action: 
1. I have just 2 MB of storage space 

compared to the 2.2 GB that your 

competitor offers. This must have been 

enough space five years ago, but today, 

it seems a bit less. Don’t you agree? 
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Hotmail.com still offers a paltry 2 MB of free storage space 








Write to the Editor 
E-mail: editorathinkdigit.com 


Snail Mail: The Editor, Digit, D-222/2, Om Sagar 
Building, MIDC, TTC Industrial Estate, Nerul, 
Navi Mumbai 400 706 


2. Since you have made Outlook 
(POP access) restricted to subscribers 
(which the average Indian cannot pay 
for), I am stuck with deleting mails on 
an hourly basis. 

3. Like all my friends, I will have to 
migrate to my other e-mail accounts 
causing me great inconvenience. If I 
were in the US, I would have sued you 
for billions. 


Priyank Modi 
Was prinks4u@hotmail.com for eight years 


Dear Priyank, 
We couldn’t agree more. For your 
information, Hotmail offers 250 MB to its 
North American users. Maybe you could 
probably inconvenience yourself once and 
switch over to Yahoo! (1 GB) or GMail (2.2 GB 
and counting!). 

—Executive Editor 


More Registry Tweaks, Please 

I have noticed that in the Tips & 
Tricks and Q&A sections, there are 
many little registry tweaks or hacks. 

My suggestion is to devote one or 
two pages of your magazine for a 
different section, in which, you can 
present some registry tweaks and 
continue it in every issue. In fact, at 
least 10 registry tweaks per issue 
would be great. 

You could also include only the 
most useful ones to control space. Else, 
you can use this as a topic for your 
upcoming Fast Track book. 

Continue with your excellent work, 
and hats off to the Digit team! 


Shashank Rawoorkar 
Via E-mail 


Dear Shashank, 

That’s an excellent suggestion. We will 

definitely try to implement it either in the 

magazine or in the form of the book soon. 

Why don’t you write in and let us know exactly 

what you would like to see in this book? 
—Executive Editor 


Corrigendum 
In the April 2005 issue of Digit, the 
contact details of Esource Global in the 
Motorola MPx review (page 56) were 
incorrect. The correct contact number 
for Esource Global is 9820822205. 
You may also visit their Web site at 
www.esourceglobal.com. The error 
is regretted. 

—Executive Editor 





Digit will publish the best letters on these pages. 
Letters may be edited for clarity. 


For subscription queries, call the Help Desk at 
022-27629191/9200, Fax 022-27629224, or 
send an e-mail to help@jasubhai.com 
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An Apple A Day... 


First up, let me congratulate you for 
bringing out yet another excellent 
issue of Digit. Your article on the 
future of inkjet printers was 
especially praiseworthy. 

However, I have a gripe. Your 
coverage of Apple Mac OSX 10.4 Tiger 
was treated as very inconsequential 
in the computing world. 

As you already 
know, Tiger is the 
most advanced OS 
in the world with 
features that won't 
even be present 
in Windows' 
upcoming Longhorn 
operating system. 

In India, people do not have any 
idea of the Mac platform and its 
advantages. The release of Tiger 
gives a great opportunity to bring to 
the fore the advantages of this 
platform. In my opinion, there 
should have been a full story 
dedicated to Tiger. 

Moreover, people are also 
discouraged to try out the Mac 
platform by your magazine, which I 
find very stupid. 

In your Agent 001 section, Vinay 
Anand has been advised to purchase 
a Windows-based PC for high-end 
multimedia applications; 
something for which Macs have 
been traditionally famous for. 
Agent 001 also mentions that 
Mac OSX is not popular with 
developers and that *very few 
professional applications are 
available for Mac OSes". 

This kind of advice reinforces 
the mindset that the MAC platform 
is application-starved, which is 
untrue, as all major applications 
are supported. In the case of 
some minor applications, some 
are supported while there are 
alternatives for others. 

I have been using an Apple iBook 
for the past one year and have not 
felt deprived of any software 
available for my PC counterparts. 

While being a magazine of such 
repute, you have given voice to a 
rumour that is untrue. 


OF THE 


Dr Sudeep Bansal 
Via e-mail 
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People And Events That Grabbed Headlines—For Better Or For Worse 


They Survived 





Was Carly all that bad? 





ould you have 
WW cee with 
someone you met 


through an online dating site? 
Would you go on a date with 
someone you met through a 
cybersex chat room? HighJoy is 
betting you will. 

HighJoy is a fusion of a 
dating database, a proprietary 
chat client, and ‘teledildonics’— 
the integration of telepresence 
with sex. 

Amir Vatan, CEO, describes 
the company as something 
between AdultFriendFinder 
and Match.com. He sees 
HighJoy as the logical next 
step for those who enjoy 
making connections online. 
Now that we’re used to the 
idea of meeting people 


Log on to www.thinkdigit.com/digitpatron 


to register. 


Enter this 16-digit code and score points 





Web site is offering a 
JA ection of products 

celebrating the *Carly 
Fiorina Years". The items 
available at www.cafepress. 
com/carly survivor include 
mugs, shirts and other 
paraphernalia, and carry the 
logo *I survived the Carly 
Fiorina Years". 

The site says the items 

commemorate "your 
survival, or not, through 


through personal profiles and 
Internet communities, “people 
are looking for an increased 
level of interaction,” he says. 

Members fill out profiles, in 
varying degrees of detail. You 
can search the database by 
characteristic or member name, 
contact people through 
anonymous e-mail and have 
private chats. A favourites list 
lets you keep track of people 
you're most intrigued by. 

And, of course, you can 
invite someone to control 
your vibrator while you 
control theirs. 

For the monogamous, 
HighJoy offers a ‘one-on-one’ 
membership that lets you sign 
on to chat privately with each 
other and control each other’s 


(you will find your code at this place every issue) 


Your points get added even month and can be 
redeemed for exciting gifts! 


Yank That Cell Away 


arents looking for a 
Pornisnmen for their 

wayward teens, which 
does not involve beating or 


locking them in the wardrobe, 


should consider confiscating 
their mobile phones: a study 
by a South Korean advertising 
firm shows that a mobile is a 
Korean teenager’s most prized 
possession, and that taking 
them away from them is a bit 
like social castration. 


Carly Fiorina’ 


Carly’s tenure as CEO” and let 
you tell the world all about it. 
Was she all that bad?! 

Apparently. Some readers 
might recall that Fiorina was a 
controversial figure at HP, 
partly because of the abrasive 
manner in which the takeover 
of Compaq was fought in 2001 
and 2002. As a matter of fact, 
HP shares rose 7.5 per cent 
after the news of Fiorina's 
stepping down! 


Toying With Cybersex 
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HighJoy—very adult, very “with it" 


sex toys, without access to the 
community rooms and 
profiles. You can't contact 
people through their profiles, 
and they can't see yours. 

Seriously, this idea— 
"something between 
AdultFriendFinder and 
Match.com”—strikes us as a 
good idea, and as a sign of 
the times. 





The Cheil Communications 
survey found that of 13- to 
15-year-olds, 77.5 per cent said 
a mobile phone was a ‘must- 
have' item, while for those 
aged 16 to 18, the figure 
was 76.7 per cent, the 
survey showed. 

The survey indicated that 
teens felt helpless without 
their mobile, thus taking it 
away from them would be a 
really good punishment. 


DVD For The 
Mourners! 


n Australian 
undertaker is offering a 
hearse with its own 


mini-bar, DVD player and 
coffee maker. It is fitted with 
chrome handrails, tinted 
windows, pop-out cup holders 
and atmospheric lighting. 

The mint green hearse 
can hold up to 12 mourners 
and a coffin, reports The 
Sydney Morning Herald. 

Martin Tobin, of Tobin 
Brothers Funeral in 
Melbourne, said: “We already 
know that this will not be for 
everyone, and we are not 
saying that this is the only 
way to have a funeral. 

“But for those who want 
to be together and travel with 
the deceased, particularly 
those with large families, it is 
a good option for them.” 

The family funeral bus 
costs £400 (Rs 32,600). 

What’s with all these 
funeral gadgets coming out 
these days? Earlier, in this 
Space, we spoke about a 
German inventor’s tasteless 
invention that lets you talk to 
the dead—a gadget you bury 
in the ground along with the 
body so you can call up the 
body and speak to it. 

And now this! Imagine 
people dressed all in black, 
sipping Foster’s and watching 
their favourite DVDs in 
between sniffles. Whatever 
happened to good old- 
fashioned mourning? 





